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THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE ON THE
OCCUPIED TERRITORIES: GEORGIA AND INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE WAS HELD ON 24-25" OF JUNE, 2021.

THE PROTECTION AND RESCUE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE MONUMENTS LOCATED ON THE OCCUPIED
TERRITORIES HAS BEEN AMONG THE MOST BURNING ISSUES FOR GEORGIAN SOCIETY FOR A LONG
TIME. THE COMPLEXITY OF THE ISSUE AND THE INABILITY TO ACCESS THESE OBJECTS IN SITU
ALWAYS LEAVE THE SUBJECT UNSOLVED. MEANWHILE, SEVERAL MONUMENTS HAVE HAD THEIR
APPEARANCE ALTERED AND, IN FACT, WE ARE WITNESSING DAMAGE AND DESTRUCTION OF OUR
OWN CULTURAL HERITAGE AND HISTORY. NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE NEITHER ABLE TO STOP THESE
PROCESSES NOR OBSERVE THEM. THUS, IT WAS DECIDED THAT THE MAIN FOCUS OF THIS PROJECT
WAS TO BE ON SHARING INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE, NOT ONLY IN THE HUMANITARIAN AND
SCIENTIFIC, BUT ALSO IN A LEGAL CONTEXT. THE AIM OF THE CONFERENCE WAS THE SAME.

0BbOBIANINL 43&MBM3NIMHN HIL3TBRN3NL BIMNGMEGHNOBI dRNEILLIXNS 228 NLEMMHNIR-
JIREIAIR() 36033602MdOL Td&HO30) dIdT(. 6IIRO6 LOIIGOIZITML JINGISHIT() 3I33430-
R&IM3NOL dIBRNOL LB&IGILO 3N6NFISIXT(N dIZL 142-L, 3901 3MEGOL 33 IMMIEIT(N 3603363 M-
30LOY. NNV JOHAITNL M3T3NGIGIR BIGNEMEGNODI 3060103LIABITNS 800-bJ 33BN JITNGI-
IR0 333330KRHIAMdNL dId3RN/M3NIISN, 3501 3M&HOL ISRILNO-3MBOLAIMN, BNbI-3M33N RO
Lb3O.

THERE ARE 228 IMMOVABLE MONUMENTS OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
ON THE TERRITORY OF THE AUTONOMOUS REPUBLIC OF ABKHAZIA. OF THESE, 142 HAVE BEEN
GRANTED THE STATUS OF A MONUMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE OF GEORGIA, INCLUDING 33
MONUMENTS OF NATIONAL IMPORTANCE.

THERE ARE MORE THAN 800 CULTURAL HERITAGE MONUMENTS / SITES ON THE TERRITORY OF
OCCUPIED SHIDA KARTLI, INCLUDING CHURCHES, MONASTERIES, FORTRESSES, TOWERS, ETC.



PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
ON OCCUPIED TERRITORIES:

GEORGIA AND INTERNATIONAL
EXPERIENCE

Conference Proceedings

Thilisi
2021



33QOIHIW0 3333300IMd0OL VB3
M33306 333V BIGOOM®H0IdBI:

LOJOGMZITOM ©Y LI AOAMEOLM
309(MBONTI6Y

3mbgggérgbrool dobogmgdo

»d0gmobo
2021



LOJADOAMHOLM dMBEBVIMIBBNY ,3INGIGHIR(O 3I3330RMIMBOL ROB3S MIIV3NGHIBIT &IHNSMA()-
33%30: LOJOGOIBITM RO LOIGAVBMEGOLM 303MBRATIBO* 3ONZOHAO MO HILANGIITOL LOIOHDBI-
QML IGMB3BIRN LO3IGENISHM BMEROL, LOJIGHZITML M3I3NHIBIRN BILNSEMGHNIBNL IFLESSTIRN
LO3JIGBNIMM 3TN0 3&MITSIBNL BIT3IBIMBNLY RO LOIGHDIOZMEHNOLM LO3IBENIAHM LMBENLJNIdI-
30L LOB3IGMOBSM MBI IAHLOL 2019 BRNOL 3939MX3IB IR0 36MITSNL ,3TTXSIH IR 3I3330XRHIMBOL RO-
B35 MJ3V306 IR BIMHNGMEGHNIdBI: LOJOGABITM RO LOIAOMHNLM 393MBRNWIBY” BOMBITRIBN.

36MJI&N 30606MGHBNITIAL:

© 30M&30 RI3N65330NL LOHBLITMBOL JOHONIRN LIRM36I3NL NLEMAHNNLY RO JIdTR[01S KOG3NL 3R I-
300L I&M36ITN BIBEMN.

01LJ 03063 KO39LN3INTNL LOLITMBNL OLEMMNNLY KO JIMBEMXMBNNL NBLENG TSN

dM&6ITN 333ITNINL LOBLITMBOL LOTSGHNBITML bITEIEIATS IGMIEITN BIEEMN.

MB0GNOTIAN 306-E6NMEAN: RIAHXRN BOcANL LOHJOAHOBITML IGMIEIRN 3M3NGISN.

36MJII&DI 018J30330L:
015396 bMLEM3ZNRN, 39MHNO3 3939330, 306060 0133DOdI, 019396 d3IRO33NTN, (10396 FI33IHNJJ,
DOOR H303NdJ, 3NM&HdN FIN33NTN

~ o LIIOMO3IEML
= SDWSDMAG, LANFMSOLS
?’é €05 SbINBIOMOMSNL

LHYBNBNLSMM

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE ON THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES:
GEORGIA AND INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE WAS HELD WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE PROJECT WINNER
PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE ON THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES: GEORGIA AND INTERNATIONAL
EXPERIENCE OF A 2019 GRANT CALL FOR THE PROMOTION OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PROJECTS AND
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC EVENTS ON THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES OF GEORGIA, BY THE SHOTA RUSTAVELI
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION OF GEORGIA.

THE PROJECT WAS IMPLEMENTED BY:

© THE GEORGE CHUBINASHVILI NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE FOR GEORGIAN ART HISTORY AND HERITAGE
PRESERVATION

TBILISI STATE UNIVERSITY IVANE JAVAKHISHVILI INSTITUTE OF HISTORY AND ETHNOLOGY,

THE KORNELI KEKELIDZE GEORGIAN NATIONAL CENTRE OF MANUSCRIPTS. OFFICIAL PARTNER:

GEORGIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE BLUE SHIELD.

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS:
TAMAR KHOSROSHVILI, MARIAM GABASHVILI, MANANA TEVZADZE, TAMAR BELASHVILI, TAMAR
CHUMBURIDZE, ZAAL ABASHIDZE, GIORGI CHEISHVILI

M3 3560 Jgomggeb Gabsdg | Translation: Ketevan Rukhadze
0565 m@o0sdgamo Diana Otiashvili
856058 godsdgamo Mariam Gabashvili
0bgmob@o 8gdbEob Mgsd@mma: Jgome o ggobo | English text editor: Katie Ruth Davis

ISBN: 978-9941-8-1027-5
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INTRODUCTION

This contribution comprises two sections: an
explanation of the international NGO the Blue
Shield followed by some general comments on the
protection of cultural property in territory under
occupation?.

THE BLUE SHIELD

The Blue Shield® was created in 1996 by the
‘founding four (FF)’ heritage organisations (the
International Council of Archives, the International
Council of Museums, the International Council
on Monuments and Sites, and the International
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions).

It is an International NGO, established under
Dutch Law, dedicated to the protection of heritage
in the event of armed conflict and following natural

and/or human-made disasters and currently has some
30 national committees.

The national committees and FF elect a President
and four individuals to serve on its Board alongside
four representatives of the FF. This Board and a
small Secretariat, currently based at and funded
by Newcastle University in the UK through its
UNESCO Chair in Cultural Property Protection
and Peace, are together referred to as Blue Shield
International, or BSI.

BSI co-ordinates and sets the framework within
which national committees act and itself delivers work
internationally. While the primary context for the
Blue Shield is international humanitarian law (IHL),
and in particular, the 1954 Hague Convention on the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed

!'Peter Stone is the UNESCO Chair in Cultural Property Protection & Peace at Newcastle University, UK. He is responsible

for the choice and presentation of views contained in this article and for opinions expressed therein, which are not necessarily
those of UNESCO and do not commit the Organisation. He was elected as the President of the Blue Shield in August 2020.
*My thanks to Anna Maria Kaiser for contributing many of the ideas in this section — although all mistakes are mine alone.

3https://theblueshield.org/
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Conflict (1954HC) and its Protocols of 1954 and 1999,
it works more generally within the context of the UN
(e.g., Security Council Resolutions 2199, 2347, and
2368) and UNESCQ’s cultural conventions and wider
cultural protection strategy. It is also informed by
international initiatives regarding disasters such as the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.

The indivisibility of protecting people and
protecting their heritage

The Blue Shield always prioritises the protection of
people over the protection of their heritage but notes that
the two are closely intertwined and almost indivisible.

Heritage is the tangible and intangible link
to the past that helps to provide individuals and
communities with a sense of place, identity, and
belonging, giving people a reason for living.
It defines who they are (and of course, and not
infrequently contentiously, who they are not); who
belongs, and who does not; who is included, and who
excluded. In recent conflicts, such as the fighting
in the former Yugoslavia and more recently in the
Middle East, the heritage of particular communities
has been specifically targeted alongside attacks on
civilian populations in attempts to not only eradicate
a population but also all evidence of their existence
by the destruction of their tangible heritage.

If we are to protect people during armed conflict,
we must acknowledge that we also need to protect
their heritage®. Both can suffer enormously during
armed conflict or following disaster, and both are
targets of extreme groups.

The need for partnership

The problem is not unique to the heritage sector.
Allowing, or worse inadvertently or unnecessarily
causing, the destruction of heritage can undermine
military mission success or post conflict/disaster
humanitarian response, whereas incorporating CPP
into planning and practice can help achieve successful
outcomes. Good CPP requires a partnership to be
built between the heritage, uniformed (including
armed forces, police, customs, and emergency

'https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.
xsp?documentld=2A07EBOEAASCECACC12563
2 Such protection is, following the terminology of the 1954

Hague Convention, usually referred to as ‘cultural property
protection” or CPP and this term is used in this contribution.

services), and humanitarian sectors working to the
same overarching goal of providing the environment
for the growth of sustainable, peaceful, communities.

The Blue Shield exists to build, develop, and
maintain the relationship between these sectors and
recently signed formal partnership agreements with
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
and NATO as the first step of co-ordinating and
working with a range of humanitarian and military
organisations to integrate CPP into their work.

These ‘professional’ sectors must acknowledge
that they work within, and are constrained by, a
context almost always set by politicians, the law, and
the media. Equally, if not even more, important, the
context in which they operate is inhabited by varied
international, national, and local (and, on occasion,
indigenous) communities. If we conceptualise this
relationship as a triangle with the three sectors as
the points of the triangle, the Blue Shield is the safe
space within the triangle where the three sectors can
meet and develop an understanding of the value and
importance of heritage and CPP as being of mutual
and overlapping importance to all three sectors. The
triangle does not exist in isolation but within the
wider environment of politics, the law, media, and
communities — all of which influence and constrain
the actions of those within the triangle:

There are five key points to understand if this
visualisation/approach is to be successful. First, the
dialogue in this ‘safe space’ must be addressed in a
spirit of mutually beneficial diplomacy and practice,
acknowledging that all three sectors need to approach
the issue with open and receptive minds, and that
such dialogue may well result in them changing their
current opinions and practices for the benefit of all
three sectors and that their joint primary focus is the
protection of sustainable communities.

Second, the heritage sector needs to become
fully engaged with the need to interact with the other
sectors and accept that purely heritage opinions and
aspirations may not be of immediate relevance to
those other sectors.

Third, if the heritage sector wants the military and
humanitarian sectors to take CPP seriously there has to
be an acceptance that CPP needs to be presented in such
a way as it fits the existing agendas of the uniformed
and humanitarian sectors and not be presented as
an irrelevant, additional burden only relevant to the
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heritage sector. Finally, to be effective, a partnership
must be developed in peacetime, working at the long,
medium, and short term, which will continue during
armed conflict/natural disaster and post-conflict/disaster
stabilisation, and which clearly shows the importance
of CPP to the agendas of all sectors and how it can fit,
and perhaps positively modify, their existing practice.
BSIhasbrokendownthe organisation’s work into six
areas of activity (Co-ordination; Policy Development;
Proactive protection and risk preparedness; Education,
training, and capacity building; Emergency response;
and Post-disaster recovery and long-term support) to
give a framework within which both BSI and national
committees should work, and which present a coherent
external profile and agenda for the organisation.
National committees are encouraged to prioritise these
six areas to suit their own national situation through a
standardised annual planning and reporting cycle'. To
help focus these areas of activity BSI has also identified
eight particular threats to heritage in armed conflict
(Lack of planning; Lack of military/humanitarian
awareness; Collateral and accidental damage; Specific

"International Board Activities — Blue Shield International

(theblueshield.org)

[or deliberate] targeting; Looting, pillage, and spoils of
war; Deliberate reuse of sites; Enforced neglect; and
Development) that if addressed in peacetime, by all
three sectors, might significantly lower the overall risk
to heritage in conflict®.

PROTECTION OF HERITAGE IN

OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

The definition of occupation in relation to CPP is
found in the 1907 Hague Rules and Customs of War,
where territory is considered occupied when it is
actually placed under the authority of a hostile army.’
In the occupied territory the occupant is responsible
for [a] restoring and ensuring public order and civil
affairs and [b] respecting the existing laws in force
in the country.* These responsibilities are further
elaborated specifically with respect to CPP in Article
5 of the 1954HC; in the 1954 First Protocol; and in
Article 9 of the 1999 Second Protocol. Although, these
only become relevant if the hostile army is a High
Contracting Party (HCP) to the Convention/Protocols.

2Threats to Heritage — Blue Shield International (theblueshield.org)
3Laws and customs of war on land (Hague, IV) (loc.gov)
4Laws and customs of war on land (Hague, IV) (loc.gov) Article 43.
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While these treaties outline good practice that
should be expected of any HCP to the Convention, they
are susceptible to not being implemented rigorously
in practice — especially where ownership of territory
is disputed. In such a case all belligerent countries
(whether HCPs or not) should, in the first instance,
abide by any UN or competent Court decision as to the
internationally recognised ownership of the territory.
Again, of course, one or more belligerent country/ies
may not recognise such international decisions. At this
point we are faced with the stark limitations of IHL.

At a recent meeting organised by UNESCO in May
2021 to reflect on the preconditions for ‘conflict-time’
monitoring of the protection of movable and immovable
heritage, several important issues were raised, in light
of the legal obligations of the occupying power to:

a) Support the competent national authorities
in safeguarding and preserving its heritage and, if
the national authorities are unable, the occupying
power may undertake only the most necessary
measures of preservation' (my italics).

b) While ‘safeguarding’ is mitigation against
damage that might occur during armed conflict,
‘preserving’ refers mainly to normal peacetime
measures taken after the cessations of hostilities,
with the support of the occupying power,
although this may be complicated by continuing
civil unrest or insurgency.>
In essence, the responsibility to preserve lies with

the occupying power for the duration of any occupation.
As long as an occupying power remains in control of
a disputed territory, alongside technical assistance that
can be offered by UNESCO, an important recourse
for the international community in terms of CPP is
to try to establish effective monitoring and protection
of heritage in the disputed territory. Such monitoring
offers some potential to calm the situation and might
contribute to a possible environment for peace.

An absolutely crucial aspect of such monitoring
must be that it is carried out by a neutral, impartial,
and independent team accepted by all belligerents.
Such monitoring should:

a) Focus specifically on CPP (while having an
understanding of the political, legal, and media
context in which any mission might take place).

b) Follow guidelines and clear rules that
make the process as transparent, independent and
unbiased as possible.

11954HC Article 5 (2)
21954HC Article 5 (1 & 2)

c) Raise awareness of the importance of CPP
and the steps being taken to monitor heritage
with the population in the occupied territory.

d) Include local communities in the identification
of local heritage for protection that is of particular
importance to them. Protecting locally identified
heritage must be seen as part of a comprehensive
approach to protecting all heritage — as recognised
locally, nationally, and internationally.

e) Cooperate with institutions and organis-
ations that already have knowledge of the
heritage sites and collections.

) Agree with the power in charge (the occupying
power — be it occupation accepted by all parties or
not) the principles, rules, and techniques (e.g., on the
ground and/or remote) relating to any monitoring,
stressing the likely positive international response
for allowing such monitoring.

g) Explain the potential benefits of having an
external monitoring arrangement that might include [i]
supporting stabilisation, recovery, trust, normalisation
of relations, and peacebuilding; [ii] documenting the
occupying power’s efforts in protecting heritage, and
in the context of media coverage and ‘fake news’; and
[iii] mediation and conciliation between occupying
power and civil population.

Protecting heritage in, and following, conflict
is the key aspiration of the Blue Shield. It can
only be successful if started in peacetime with
the development of partnerships across all of the
sectors mentioned above. While disputed territories
are under occupation, a critical task is to ensure
wherever possible that the monitoring and protection
of heritage is undertaken to the best of our ability as
allowed by an occupying power for the benefit of all.

References:
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Laws and customs of war on land (Hague, IV)
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Laws and customs of war on land (Hague, IV)
(loc.gov) Article 43.

1954HC Article 5 (2)

1954HC Article 5 (1 & 2)
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It is well known that culture and heritage, as
expressions of peoples’ identities and repositories
of memory or traditional knowledge, are essential
components of the identity and social capital of the
world’s diverse societies. And ‘“Promoting respect for
cultural diversity is fundamental to preventing violent
extremism, generating positive dialogue and inclusion,
and fostering lasting peace (Unesco 2016, 6).

It is obvious that in recent decades cultural
heritage has become more and more often the direct
target of systemic attacks in the rather numerous
ongoing war conflicts in the world. These conflicts
clearly reveal the fundamental problems that the
international community and national authorities
face in protecting and preserving cultural heritage in
the event of occupation. The society is increasingly
calling on UNESCO and its other partner
organizations to respond and take steps to protect
and preserve the world’s cultural heritage in similar
situations.

In addition to UNESCO, the protection of
cultural property in emergencies is a major task in
the work of a number of international organizations.
Among them are in particular, BSI (Blue Shield
International), ALIPH (International Alliance
for the Protection of Heritage in Conflict Areas,
founded in 2017), ICOMOS (International Council
on the Conservation of the world’s monuments
and sites), ICCROM (International Centre for
the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of
Cultural Property), IFLA (International Federation
of Library Associations and Institutions), ICOM
(International Council of Museums) Disaster Risk
Management Committee (ICOM DRMC, which
originally functioned as the ICOM Disaster Relief
Task Force). This group (ICOM DRTF) was set up
by ICOM in 2004 for a specific purpose — to help
museums in countries affected by tsunami caused
by the Indian Ocean submarine. Since last year
ICOM expanded its mission, which today includes
responding to all anthropogenic and natural threats

27



28

to museums and their staff. To this end, at the
ICOM 25th General Conference (Kyoto, 2019) has
been established the Disaster Risk Management
Committee (DRMC), which “will serve museums
globally as an effective, inspiring, instrumental and
cooperative interdisciplinary platform for emergency
preparedness and disaster response “ (ICOM 2019).

The ICOM Disaster Risk Management Committee
(ICOM DRMC) is a standing international committee
of the International Council of Museums that works
closely with all other organizations working to protect
cultural heritage. DRMC brings together museum-
related specialists from around the world who monitor
cultural heritage protection in emergencies and are
ready to provide advice and assistance to colleagues
and institutions internationally at the first request.
During and after major natural and anthropogenic
disasters, as well as war conflicts (after the first
response), [COM-DRMC:

v Aims at quickly assessing the situation
for museums and heritage sites confronted with
disasters, in order to immediately evaluate their
most pressing needs;

v Aspires to mainly act in events where
the situation surpasses national capabilities for
response;

v Monitors disasters, develops response
mechanisms for heritage at risk, and proposes
solutions for museums in emergency situations;

v Supports long term capacity building of
expert knowledge and regional networks;

v Promotes public awareness for heritage in
danger;

v Liaises with the international heritage
community by exchanging and sharing
information related to emergency situations that
put cultural heritage at risk.

The armed conflict of August 2008 once again
demonstrated the important role played by the
involvement of cultural and other international
institutions in the protection of war situations
and heritage in the occupied territories and the
intensification of activities with their partners. When
the immovable and movable cultural heritage sites on
the territory of Shida Kartli (so-called South Ossetia)

were in danger of destruction due to the hostilities,
the request of the Georgian National Commission
of UNESCO and the country’s non-governmental
organizations (ICOMOS Georgia, ICOM Georgia)
was immediately responded to by a number of
international institutions, moreover it was with their
support that the first information on the condition of
architectural monuments and museums in the conflict
zone could be obtained. In particular, within 24
hours after receiving the coordinates of the cultural
heritage monuments (coordinates were provided by
the Director of the Didi Liakhvi Valleg Museum-
Reserve and ICOM Georgia) through the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Georgia, high-resolution images of
specific objects for internal use were systematically
taken on the basis of the UNOSAT! satellite program
of the United Nations Institute for Training and
Research (UNITAR). On August 19, 2008, a map of
the primary damage assessment of cultural heritage
sites was published, according to which a large
part of the monuments in Gori, Tskhinvali and the
surrounding areas were damaged, and 3 museums
(Ivane Machabeli House-Museum in the village of
Tamarasheni, Didi Liakhvi Valley Museum-Reserve
Office in the village of Kurta, Vasil Abayev House-
Museum in Tskhinvali) were completely destroyed
by bombing, infantry attacks and fires.

The situation related to the 2008 war has made
it clear that the international museum community
is capable of assisting colleagues in such a difficult
situation. In particular, in the first days of the war,
in order to inform the world cultural organizations,
a special website (http://georgia.drfm.info) was set
up by the disaster relief team, which, in cooperation
with ICOM Georgia, since 9" of August (and
beyond) (Schuler, Th. 2008) regularly published
reports on the condition of heritage monuments and
museums in the war zone, these reports were also
distributed through ICOM-List (ICOM Georgia
2008). Besides when it became known, that in 2008,

'UNOSAT’s goal is to make satellite solutions and geographic
information easily accessible to the UN family and through
training and capacity development projects. Since 2003, UN-
OSAT has established a rapid mapping service for the interna-
tional humanitarian community and the UN Member States.

https://unitar.org/about/unitar/fag/what-unosat



the Memorial House of Ivane Machabeli (a famous
Georgian writer and Shakespeare translator, who
had studied in Paris and Stuttgart) in South Ossetia
destroyed and was inaccessible during the Georgian/
Russian conflict, arose the idea in its rehabilitation
project for his Memorial Apartment in Tbilisi which
could jointly be supported by the related ICOM
International (DEMHIST, ICLM) and National
Committees (France, Germany, UK). Unfortunately,
because of the country’s post-war economic crisis,
the project wasn’t completed (Later, by the decision
of the Ministry of Culture, the Ivane Machabeli
Memorial Museum was opened in Valleg Tserovani,
where 9900 IDPs from Shida Kartli live together
with the museum staff).

Developments in Shida Kartli have made
it clear that the dangers and risks of cultural
heritage protection in the armed conflict zone (and
occupied territories) require special education
and preparedness for such emergencies. To this
end, since 2008, ICOM Georgia has been actively
cooperating with the ICOM Disaster Relief Task
Force (ICOM DRTF), the Association of National
Committees of the Blue Shield (ANCBS), and the
ICOM International Committee for Museum Safety
(ICOM ICMS). In particular, in 2011 (October
3-7), in the framework of ICOM Special projects
2011, in cooperation with DRTF and ANCBS, the
4" workshop' for museums of the South Caucasus
region was organized on the topic: “Disaster
Preparedness and Management — Natural Disasters
and Armed Conflicts”, which included topical issues
such as risk analysis, preparedness, management
and recovery mechanisms in cases of natural
disasters and armed conflicts, terrorism, civil unrest
and critical infrastructure’. The 37" ICOM ICMS

'ICOM Georgia, in cooperation with the International Council
of Museums, has been conducting a series of regional train-
ings and workshops on key issues of museum management for
museum staff in the South Caucasus (Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan) since its inception (since 2007).

2 At this workshop ICOM Georgia initiated the establishment
of the Georgian National Committee for the Blue Shield,
which was realized in 2013 in partnership with ICOMOS
Georgia, the Georgian Library Association and the National
Archives.

International Conference — “Threats for the museum
treasury and its Evacuation in the case of Disasters
or Threats”. (with the participation of managers from
leading museums and other institutions in Europe,
Asia, Africa and North America, as well as security
professionals, the Georgian National Museum
October, 2012), introduced the audience to the basic
security systems of museums, the evacuation of
museum valuables, the protection and safety of staff
and collections.

ICOM Georgia continues its cooperation with
the International Council of Museums on these and
similar issues. For example, in July 2019, at the
initiative of ICOM Georgia and under the auspices
of the ICOM DRMC and with the involvement of
the Georgian National Committee for Blue Shield,
the 9th regional training on “Cultural Heritage
Preservation in Crisis” (Georgian Museums) was
held at the Georgian National Museum for 20 staff
members of the respective museums (Expert: Corine
Wegener, Director of the Smithsonian Institution
Cultural Heritage Rescue Initiative, director. Within
the event her public lecture was also organized and
attended by representatives of the Museum Security
Police Department of Georgia).

Of course, ICOM Georgia recognizes that only
such measures are not enough to address the current
situation and that more effective steps need to be
taken to protect the cultural heritage in the occupied
territories and reduce the risk. However, it should
also be noted that in the situation of local conflicts,
international organizations cannot express explicit
support for any particular party. They may call on the
conflict parties to abide the 1954 Hague Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event
of Armed Conflict. For example, ICOM’s statement
on the ongoing Nagorno-Karabakh conflict this year,
according to which ICOM strongly condemned the
deliberate destruction of cultural heritage and called
“both parties to immediately cease fire and adopt
diplomacy to resolve the current situation, to protect
the cultural heritage of the world wherever it is,
regardless of religious beliefs or political intentions
“(ICOM 2020).
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Cooperation with international organizations in
the protection of cultural heritage in the occupied
territories is very important and includes very
positive moments in terms of normalizing the
situation. Positively we can consider for example,
so-called Geneva format discussion (Co-chaired by
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe, the European Union and the United Nations)
the Geneva process brings together representatives
of Georgia, the Russian Federation, the United States
and — Abkhazia and South Ossetia), whereas in
addition to security issues, it also covers humanitarian
issues, including the protection of cultural heritage.
Nevertheless, the Georgian side still does not have
accurate information about the condition of movable
and immovable cultural heritage monuments in
the occupied territories, about which the Georgian
society receives little information through various
international missions. Despite repeated attempts,
since the 1990s, it has not been possible to involve
Georgian experts in the conflict regions with the
UNESCO mission and a joint study of the current
situation and threat assessments on the ground,
especially in South Ossetia, which has been virtually
inaccessible to all international observers since the
2008 war, has failed (Except the two representatives
of the Culture and Natural-Cultural Directorate, a
group of observers sent by the Council of Europe
in late 2008, who confirmed the above-mentioned
damage to cultural heritage sites) (Schuler, Th.
2008).

Obviously, in the context of closed borders, it
is very difficult to take effective steps to improve
the current situation. Therefore, it is necessary to
establish close communication at the local level, and
since there is virtually no non-governmental sector
in the occupied territories or their number is limited,
develop the process of direct dialogue with Abkhaz
and Ossetian counterparts working to protect cultural
heritage.

Especially since the small but certain types
of communication that exist today in this regard
clearly prove their readiness for such dialogue and
cooperation. But there is no doubt one circumstance
to consider here: Due to existing political situations,

it is necessary that the alleged dialogue between
the parties should be initiated by competent
international organizations, with the involvement
of their experts and excluding any political context.
For example, the meeting/seminars organized by
the Confidence Building Measures Division of the
Council of Europe’s Directorate of Political Affairs
and supported by the Venice Office of the Council
of Europe, which took place in 2013-2017 within
the framework of the Council of Europe program
(confidence building measures — CBM)' and with
participation of Georgian and Abkhaz, as well as
Ossetian specialists and involvement of European
experts. The project was undoubtedly fruitful for
both parties and yielded tangible results. In particular,
at the professional trainings / seminars held in
different European countries in 2013-2014, Georgian
experts were given the opportunity to receive (and
exchange) information on issues related to the
common architectural heritage, to jointly discuss
the condition of this or that monument and etc. The
Abkhazian colleagues were provided with a digital
version of the archive of architectural monuments on
the territory of Abkhazia (diagrams, measurements,
detailed maps and other documentation) protected
by the National Agency for Cultural Heritage
Preservation of Georgia, which will be used by
them in the process of documentation and database
creation, which was established after these meetings
(According to the available information, more than
1500 heritage monuments have already been listwd
and work is underway to create a unified register
of monuments in Abkhazia). In addition, within
the framework of the same project (2015-2017) at
the initiative of ICOM Georgia and in agreement
with Abkhazian counterparts, seminars on museum
management were held under the guidance of
European experts and quite valuable information
was exchanged in the field of protection and

' The Confidence Building Measures (CBM) program focuses
on reconciliation and works to build trust and improve coop-
eration between peoples in different post-conflict contexts in
Europe. The group’s activities are based on the protection of
human rights, the rule of law and the strengthening of democ-
racy through dialogue. Its various activities are of a technical
nature and are not of a political nature. https://www.coe.int/en/
web/venice/confidence-building-measures.



preservation of movable heritage monuments. And
most importantly, established collegial relationships
and communication with museum representatives in
the occupied territories, which continues to this day.

In addition to facilitating the process of
confidence-building and reconciliation, such
international initiatives provide an important
opportunity for the protection of cultural heritage
in the occupied territories. This is evidenced, for
example, by the CBM project implemented in
Bosnia-Herzegovina (2017-2018) and ongoing
projects in Moldova to preserve heritage sites
that belong equally to people living on both sides
of the dividing line (in this case the Nistru River)
(Confidence building education 2017-2018). Also,
the activities of the German non-governmental
organization — the Berghof Foundation (within the
framework of the Berghof Foundation Caucasus
Programme) in the direction of the Georgian-
Abkhazian and Georgian-Ossetian peace building
dialogue will be remarkable and will undoubtedly
yield some results (For example, in 2020 the
Georgian team of the project held more than 100
Georgian-Abkhazian meetings, including in digital
format) (Berghof Foundation 2020).

The tangible or intangible heritage of the past on
the territory of Abkhazia and South Ossetia clearly
confirms an indisputable truth: The way of life and
customs of the population of these regions, the
cultural identity has been formed over the centuries
and created an internally diverse but qualitatively
homogeneous common Georgian culture — a heritage
that needs protection, preservation and development
today, which can be achieved only through mutual
understanding, dialogue, joint efforts, direct
involvement of international organizations.
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9L 6gas@onma Ramggzgdo s 0b@gM3z96(309d0,
®odgmoi  JI@GIOIme @brdsgEb Loby-
(330madsl 0b393L, Mmamey Rsbl, 8ndstony-
Mmoo bodotﬁm38@mb @)Oﬁm@)mﬁomgo m9a0do-
3nEmdob Imb3mdal, abEmGoygma 3o3d06gdals
dofol godmmbmobs s s3s@aMmmma© 0fgog-
6&abEmmo 369896bogdal Bs3mbggab 3q6.

Jomomo 393 33000M9mdal o330L L3g(30-
o>mab@gdds 08mdozql, ®md dgqJdbsocr  3me-
&aMgmo

39933000609mdob  ©sbs3afMagdals

dgdmbg93980L  @m3ndgb@nmgds ©s dabggb
LogFmedmEabm
oL yomgds, ©d 3gmog 30g95bMgdabsm
sboma dmdsgomo gamEAgma 3983300600 7-
™ol >@a0mgddy BodogMor 3xgbamgmer
(Golden 2020). 53 bL0d3mbogdal Boboemygdda

3m399mmos bogdsGmzggmmdn s®bgdgmoa 3603-

dngdstimom Lodmgsmg-

36gmm3obn m3ndgb@ozns 03 3MmMdmgdgdbs
©> 359mb39398bg, GMImgdboi gogmgbs o
8609d3b6gmmds sdgo Bmam g36Mmgogdamob
3m3mbagmgo 3oM@bommmdal bbgs J39y69d%g,
sbgzg 80l Bomamgdl goMgoms(s.

53 mbobdngdadn hgdn Imbobaemgmds gmmo-
Lb3MAL LEmosw bLbgs Lobob Rsfggsl. 0dob
bozgmom, Mm3 3mbiMg@mo sbasbgdal dg3-
0b39390%7 308bggmm, 3byAL gobgoboemm ol
bodoggda, GmImgdas Jgadmgds gosnasl
sboma m@m3bMogo YHMN0gHnmMdgdal, s3507-
dofn ao3mob aboo 3mbiMgGmmo gemo-
90056533OMImmdabs s dgdzzomgmdal



©5(330L 3mB3Mg& Mo 489gdgdol Lobom Gm-
dgema(z dgndmgds asbbm@(z0gmogl Jodormemao
89833006 gmdalb bygmmdo dmdxdsgg 3Mmag-
LomBamgdobs o JMbmamnd@no odsMamy-
demo babdmasmmgdol ©obobdsmgdmao sbrm
dmBsgamdn. of 8y gobzobomog oy Mo LoMgg-
dgmo dgndmgds dm3ysglb d98maa Jdggdgdl:

(1D 39@@memmo gobaynmmdgdal @s3z0lb me-
db&ngo dgmobbdgdal 3gdmdaggds — goblbsgmo-

9800 3390030l 3ggMomgdeem 3o gdmab; (2)
BfobLbs30mbamyMa  33emgz3000  JLgemgdals
30g83Mmmads; ©d (3) @oybasbgdgmo 393 330-
©Mgmdab dgamgdobs ©s 3mmgd0gdal omg4-
396@o(309. 39 353046md, HMI 53 30bbgdab go-
bbm30gmgdobomgol bLogodm bodaggdds xbos
30330Y4396mUb Jomama 3bsMnbogal Mgoma,

bgmdgbobgd Lomagdgmmeb s sbg3g J39460L
mBogom@o 39333006 9mMdol ©o(335L0956.

mG3bGMogo d90m0bbgdols gobgomamgds gg-
Hngdaem 3858 9dmsb ghmowe

Mm30639mab  ymzmobs, m@3bogo dgme-
bbdgds Jggemgdaem @@ qgdmab, MHmIgmacs
Jdggbedadgds 3mbggbzosl 1983 bBralb o548 Dy
39@GYHYmo Bobggmmdgdol 3obbmBzogerg-
dab dgbobgd (CCPIA), Botdmeagbl «mznnMg-
Lo 8603369mmm306 a3mm3sG oy s 8350y-
3o ob3oMg DL JYmE YO 393 330MgMbab
Lo gnmbgdda Bomngabomgab.

LogeMmaEmE, 356 33970 56 oMol 538 mE3b-
0335 dg0obbdgdad 93 3obmbmab dgbodsdabow
MmamE 56 Mo@m3d b 3o09dxmdgbmb msobes-
33OmBemmds Jotormma 3m@uemo 393 330-
©Mgmdab ©o(330L bggMmda. od(zs, m@3bEoga
dgoobbdgds 393 33006Mgmdab ©o(330L mgdady
Bomdmaagbl mgnosmym Logsbdsbsmmyd-
M, 39OEGYANmo o bd3bmbIgdmm sdm-
bogam Bgm@nmb dggMmomgdam 3Ge@gdbs ©s
a3bm J4394693L Imab (Luke and Kersel, 2012.)
CCPIA o60b ab LodsGmmgdfngo dgdsbobdo,
Hmdgmbag gyomds 3ggmomgdama 3@ odgdo
— o9bgbgmb 1970 Bemol 3mbzgbos gym@ea-
Ao gobgnmmdgdol 356mbm 033mMEnb,
9dL3mEBabs o  LagymEgdado  gos(3gdab
s3Mdaemgabes s sm3ggmob dgbsbgd. bbgs d3qy-
6930ba0b gobbbgzoggdam, Hm3gmda(s 0nbglzmb
1970 Beob 3mb396(300 oGl gocmdmgdgon s

Agondgdmma 1995 bemall UNIDROIT-0b 3mb-
396(300L 35339mdom ao@ o390 86 ©356m-
b go@oboro ggm@agme Bobygermsgdal
ob dsmnaMgdal 39339mdoom dmgdgmn LogdLdm-
BE™M mo39bbagdaom (ab. Gerstenblith, 2013a),
dggPomgdamo 3GoGgdo ambmgl, GmI Jzg9sbos
3dmg3lb mgaosm® Immbmgbol 533-b Labyg-
m3bogm 09306 o396@L dm3sGmma o6 goyo-
™d09d&gd0b 033m@B0Mgdalb Jgdmymgal me-
mdady.

593-0b  g35MEo3g6@nbodn gogbsegbaemo
obmgbs mbos dgaieg0ab J3gybol obGmeo-
abs ©s 3@ gMosmya 3m@Gncol smbgmsb,
3oL LodmDgmdm WbyEmaLEGHNIG ML, s dg-
33300009md0b 3Omggbombomadaznal 3Gma-
0dg9dL. ol dbgzg Ybos 0mzemabBabydogl
CCPIA-b mob b3goxozn® 3GM0Ggcandlb: (1)
o) Mo3egbsm oMol dmdmbmgba dzgybol -
Jammmaonfo o gmbmamegonmo mdogddgdo
aodafggobs s Mobzob d3gd; (2) Medgbsw
00gdb DmB3gdb dm3mbmabo J3gysbs 8obo gmem-
St mo d933300M9mdob obo(zo39@ 0yybg-
Lgmb 1970 Bemol 3mBzg6(300Lb Bgbodsdabsw;
(3) Mo8gbom dgbmyms Lbgs J3q99y6gd3s, Gm-
dgmmog 00gbGtn 3ol oG Jgmemaodo
©d  gobmafMogommo mdngd@gdom  Lond3m-
MG™M 393Mmds dq3m, dbaszbo sMGgxksd&gdom
3ogemds; o (4) Madmgbsw dggboedsdgds od-
3mM@ob dgdmeggdn LogMmedmEobm babdm-

300m9dol 068 9MgLl LodgbogMm, 3mEy-
Ao s Logsbdsbosmmgdmm d0Dbgdabomgals

39EOma Bobomgdalb Rsbozzmgdada. geo-
Bozbool Badatgdol dgdmga 36gDorgb@oeb

39C@IOgeo 898330@Mgmonb Logmbbym@e-
3om 3m30@g@n 03M0dgds Moms asboboemmb
356536500 s go539mMb Mg3mMm3gbrszogda be-
3063565 gdmm o 3gmEcol bsgzombgddo
Lobgm3bogm 8ngbol sLoLEG9EEGLm3alb, MHoms
3bsIMmb oy sfs m@mBbFngn Jgmabbdgds. be-
bgm3bogm dogbol sLoLGgEG MAgds 0d 3o-
Mo, Mmdgmog badmmmm gomebyzg@omgdsl

boomgma brgds, Gm3 gl 3Mmzgbo Rabeme-
MoOMmos s 3nmbMggman Gmd 3mdzem, ©s-
353dndgdgmas 3mdmbmgbo §39460bmgal. bady-
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domb dgbeymgdal oo 3603369mmds o430,
50356 0l g30m035bmMIL gDl YHMngBNmdals
a56bs8@ 30398 dggMmgdem  3GoBgdcsb
©d dab 39333000609mMbals 3Emgggbombamms bos-
Bmgomgdsbmeb. o m@m3b&ago Jgmsbbdgds
dgagds, ob 394860L sMom3dgb@ntgdama
stdgmmmannfo s  gombmaMogammo  mdbo-
9d&900L bybbol, Gm3mals 3gdzgmdocmsg 396
a0babmM(309mgdg6  304MmMdab  dggFogdae
380@gd30. ab sbgzg 90396L GOMogBHPNSLs-
3dOm3mmdol Ro@Bhmadl  3am@Gma 3g8-
33006Mgmdalb Lsjombgddy dggFomgdam 3@e-
390356 o Mbmzbab 30dmgd J39ysbsl Imenl,
&9db0gnmo obdomgdabs @ LogMom wobds-
980b Rosmgmom. Hmgm 3 m@3bMoga mego(so-
se@n dgmabbdgdals babooa, gb gbs dggciong-
o 3@o@gdnbmgal begds dobo ggabsbbanma
©3b356gdal Byoim. gb sbgzg o6ab bogboemo
33gF0ggmo 35093060 Lsabdmasmgdabom-
300 dggomngdmm 3@ odgdbs o ¢ibm Jggysbsb
dmEob LagMom bsgombgdal dqbobgd. moom-
g mm3bGng dgosebbdgdsl odgb dgbadsdabo
bodmddgem  agade  3oM3390@o @S YE)dy-
oo, Gmdmgdaz L3gEGoHGos IMImnbmgba
4399469dabomgalb. gsbLszgmcgdoo ©gbEedo-
moDofgdama bobdmgMgdol 3Jmby 39469330,
3d&omEo o6 ,a5940byma® 3mbgmad@gdom, o6
Loo oMLYdMAL 3G yma  63gbrab”
obgo (. Bokova 2015), badmddgom ggads
BoMmBmoagbl  gom@geame  393330RMgm-
3oL a330L 3aDbgdabs ©s 3MomEn@g®gdab
3Mb3M 9@ dmbabadl. obgomo gdzgybabogals,
Hmammog badeMomggmms, m@dbMogds dgme-
6639303 s dgbodedabds Lodmgddgom aqadsd
dgodmgds qbONb39mymb 8d3-0b G0 yuFo-
©mgdalb godsbzomagds GgMo@mMogma m3nde-

300b g93m J39456530 dmIboMa ymEGuEnma
365353980l Jgbabgd. ababo sbggg GEebLGs-

3ombaemam@o 33mmg30b asbzomemgdol Babsmo-
Lgdab abgdLo(3 boMmdmoaqbab.

333mmg3oMmo Jugmgdol godmogMgds

Jodorgmo  Joedghgme 8333300M M0l
©05(330L6 bggMmdn »sbs3dEMBMdal gomM-
353980L dgmeg aDs LogMmedmEabm  3ogdo-

900b aommMdogqgdss bbgowobbsgs d39ybgdmsb
JNOGYOgmo  393330009mdol  bsgombgddy
33mg30L, asbsmmgdobs ©s GMgbabaol dg-
Lodmgdmmdgdobosmgal.  dMogomo  mgzambe-
BEaboo, gb 3mbgg@gbins bes@mdmawaqbl 3
JLgmgdol 3m@gbznomb. Lamdamos 08sdyg, o
Gmgm® bomdmnddbgds abobo ©s o9y Bmgmo
3boMadgMs v593m dom bdnMa sMababymggm
30006989830. 39mEnEnmo 393 330009mdabes
©d 3mbymad@ab 33mg3gdal 1398 gbmds meo-
96&oMgdgmos JgedaMgme 993330@Mgmdab
dgamagdol ,3M0bobyem® 56 ,3mbE 3H0Dabym"
©m3396@o(300bg — gb gobbogmommgdoom go-
do(339emn 56 396Dk ©sbasbgdama oG dgm-
mmaonmo mdogd@gdob dgmgagdl gbgds (3sg.,
Bewley et al., 2016; Casana, 2015; Cunliffe, 2014;
Hammer et al., 2018; Hritz, 2008; Isakhan, 2018;
Layton, Stone, and Thomas, 2001; Wolfinbarger et
al., 2014).

58 domnbbdgzob oo Bobomo JgbEmmems
MmgmEy Ladmdogmme LadsMomgdfngn ob-
3560335 Egdrgdal 897560b80
(8sg., Beven, 2007; Gerstenblith, 2016). 3960300
ad30mgdom bogmgdas (3bmdommo 0d gemmde-

039000L

@ gqgbmdgbol dgbobgd, HmIgmoz dmo-
(3930 Bmams bgFs@gaonm asbdmabgsl, aby
domabbdggol  Lob@gdoon®  FmmmEabsaznsl
398330000gmdals  dgamagdol asbbMsb  gobaco-
a9Mgdol, dg3mdsdn dgdyzebo s sGadyb@n
93mbLGM00bs s 3MbBLgM3zs(300L, dbggg
39833006gmdal dgamagdolb bsdmal obgor 3g-
omEgddy, MHm3mgdo BoMe396 oLGmEManm

MBgdgdL ob 0gmbgdgb sbam nfMgwgb@nb@m
9BgdgdL. doemdy bloor, gom@a®gmoe 8g-
3330Mgmdal asbsanmgds 3memn@ozmbgdals
b ogbsz LmnsmaFa 3g36096gdgdal Be-
3mdsanbgmms 3bMowsb asbobomagds Mm-
ame 3 3mbgmod@ol  Lagsmamm  ag96maco/
®063brgb0 ©obs3oMan, @s sGs Mmam (3 badm-
Jomadm 3mbobemgmdabg megmsabbdal Bababbo
356bEsbyma ©s 0bbEMN3gb@mmma 3mbyemag-
&0b 80mbg30L d0bobdndstornmo LGMs@ganal
boBoma. Bggbo 33maggzoma babmgsmgdabogal
dgdmamdo >30emgdgmo Bsdago oMol ob 3mb-

309& Dm0 goEendMgmo s asbdbsdrmgMgmo



Lo 33mg30 bagombgda, BHmIgmos godm33mgszs(s
dgbadmgdgmos gmmEEabofgdamo 33mggz000
0bo(z00803980L Romhmagdda. R3qb agdommgdos
aBMm 3obdGedaMn, dafema ©s LobBgdnco
doamao.

dgmdmgdgmos  bojoGmggmmbs o bbgo
d39469830 3mmo@ognco sMsbGedomy@mdab
o6 3mbgmog@olb dgdmbggzedn  s390093G0n
JLgmgdalb godmogmgds 0dob gomgamabboby-
b0, o) MmamE(z sobobgds gb Lodyszngdo
(om3gamo  drzemmdMogo  833eg3zoMyoab
809® 33mggobs s ©m3M3gbG ool Ro@omg-
dab mbat By.

1339 9MbgdmdL M8rgbndy 3zmgzomo dg-
Lodmgdmmds 83 g3gybgdals 39(3609Mgdabongals
©5, 3dgbodsdabo, 3mbxmodgom  sbsme-
mgdme 3g(3609098L, bdatsw o6 dgydmosm
3mbobomagds  Fnommb  aemdse@® 3330,
3mMbbmA 30039830, Bag®mmb Lad3gbogHm Jbg-
9330 86 oommb B30m3s Ladg(3609Mm 33930l
3130 35(3096Dg, Mo dormoagh oo Ladyzbo-
96 dombg398L.

qb  3Gmdmads  mMdogmgds oo, MHmI
3Mbxmod@om  ©sdemamgdmmo 8g(36ngMgdo
bdoMo godmomobgds  33mg3980L  3Gom-
08989000sb
LobdmgdEMgdal  asbgomamgdobmab. 3g@n(s,
3Mbxmod@om  sbsMomgdam  Jg360969dbL
dgodmgds 3g943bsor gg3gMbgdgdo o3omgdonE

bogﬁmoamﬁnbm JSQ’&SOO’)O

LggPmgdda Bablbzmobol s domo v300730-
@0 3mdomds dgggmbogb qbogmmbmgdal,
bgdogmamzmmdboma s 1bgdemng dogMaznobs s
3Omggbogmo Jgdbmaonmo dgbsdmgdmmdy-
S0l godm. oo dgodmgds o6 3Jmbrogo Byomads
0bbEoGYEombomyd  Mgbymbagddy 33mggob
Rabo@oMgdmom, 308md3996gd0b o6 Log@obGm
LobbMgdal YBENMB3gmbagmgo. dom sbg3g
o6 dgmdmosm 3Omggbombemum mmbabdag-
3g8bo o 33mg300 (396865330 g53abagmgds
3Gmggbogmo 393306980l Jgbeddbgmom. 3
30bgbgdal godm, gobbagmmEigdaoo 353ab, Hm-
©gbsog bogdg gbgds domowmdsal, mdgmacs
@06 sbmagl 3nmEnAymn 393 3g0Mgmdals go-
BoaMgdol, googydo om30mgdmmdss, MmJ
3Mbgmod@om  ©obsMomgdam  dgbogHos

Lognmbgda RogMomb 33mg30L ©oa9a3d30bs s
BmE306m90b Lobyob 983Dy, gb 3omady-
@go> 3oz PBO™ gbHYbzgm3gmaL 0dob,
md 33magzomo Jbgmgdo oMs bmeme LBe-
3 9dslb dggbgds, 908 ghmmdmaga bEndg-
bngdal Ggoma@ s8doggdabas. Mo dmage-
600, ab obgzg YdONY639m3ymab 3mbgmolj@om
obaMamgdyma 3936096900 33mg30L 3Gam-
80898 gdabs s gsdmzomagdol 0b@gafntig-
3oL abgmbogdda 3HEGMEMma 393 3300M M-
b0l gobsmammgdol dgbobgd.

gfommdmogn  bogMmaedmEabm  dbgemgdab
Mgomndgds  bmmme  gotom  3gMmb3gdo-
30L BomBg3oL  g0bs30MmMdgdlL  3mbgmol@om
obaMomgdyem  8y(360gms  8mbBabomygmdom
dom LogHmadmmabm 3memgagdmeb gMoow (cf.
Hemmings, 2012). 65 3emgdo Ladgdam nym gobbo-
o 080l dgbobgd, o Bmam® Mbos bamdm-
043bsb gb 0b@gacs(sns (Bog., Bridle et al., 2013).
LB 039600l dabgmaznm (Bsg., Laudel and Glaser,
2008), 3gbadmm brgds g39mgbo 3mmadmEs(so-
@ bagMmadmMobm Jbgmal d9436s, Lowo(s
a56bs 3m&gdagmo  gamsmagds dogdisgge: 1)
3Mbgmod@om @sdsMmemygdama 3536096930l
3393000 dgbodmgdermmdgdol godystgdsl; 2)
LogFmadm@abm 3oM@bomEmdmeb MMmmngMom-
3980l gogammmggdsl; 3) 8968 mMgdomsb Bgom-
8ab Bobaemabgdsb (ab. Thiry, 2011); s 4) bLdgzo-
smadgdama 33mg30m0 dgomegdal, gomemo
3m©bob, ©s Laggmg 306mdgddn ebsddMmma-
mdob o606 gdal. gb Lognmbgdo dGagamo
03ombabdEabon 93060 3mobdy MhRgds, Gm-
Lo gbamdmmdo 085y, oy Mmame b
3dmboglb gumEuemmo 353 3300M9mdal asobs-
©3M900b 33mg3e @ RMyY3geGIEes. YBOH™
9839d8M0 LagMmadmmabm JLgmagdolb dgbsg-
3bgmom, sqy30mgdgmos abobo Aggbo Ladmab
(396830 3mzod(z0mm

JI@IGImo  89833006Ggmdab  mdagd®g-
Sabo s 3mmgd30gdob Emyndgbdssos

obab&mmb, B396 BozmdMmbogdom 0dsb,
o9 Bmam& ofab dgbadmgdgmo, HmI bogFme-
dmGabem  bgmdg3mmadgdds s JLgmgdds,

abggg gMEmedmEs(30933s 3mbgmoddom ©ade-
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Momgdamo  dg3b0gMgdol  Romgmom,  go-
doMomb  d933300Mgmdal  MmbdogdBgdobs o
3M9d30980b m 38968 s(30s. BGsgama Rgqb-
asbo  LogHmadmmabem 39d3300Mgmdol  bagg-
Mmdo Imgzos ofodmg mMgababagdals 35339-
sfdgmmmangdo, hggb dgdxmmgdmmgda gofm
03 3mb@&gdLbE ol ©sbszomgal godm, Mo mdo-
998900l doi(330b Jggasw dagomygom.

1970 Bemals 0nbgbgmb 3mb39b(300
3MGobmgal oms asboggdo, dog@ed abb MAgds
R396L gonga® mEogb@otem Loms®ndoo o6
3mbgmog@gdoo  38mbzgymo

303960l obAymgdal dgbyzg@ol I(3wg-
meaban (Gerstenblith 2013 b). 63360 maoqwbo-

Bogo sbgzg yucemmgdsl s3sb30madl 0dabg,

dof(33000

09 G 560l 30bob Jzgdmm, gogmbmgma, go-
BLs 3 gdoc 0808m3, Gm3 ol Bamdmawaqbl
08 3m6@94LGMomME IMbo(393L MmMBgema(y og)-
3omgdgmos B3960 LggMmb dombgzgdabogal
Gomd Imzgabmabma Bombymal Gg3mbl@ -

30o. 3ogmad, LagdoMomggmmb  3nmEyGnmoa
39933006Mgmdab mg39bgmo dpamdsmgmds
Jdgagoblbgbgdl, ®m3 3mbymodom gs8mbgg-
9o JIGIO Yo 398330@MgM0b 3obowa-
905 5M0b 30093 bbgs 3Mmdmads, Gabog hggb
©gdm. bLsgombo sbggg ggbgds oMdo®gddé-
Ao Jobomgdal, Jobwos39d0b, BGabgdal wo
BombygMgdol Jmmomdal, sbggg 80Bob bgws
obGMMomo s s Jgmemmanno mdogd@&gdob
©5 a5mb@gdab dqdamdn 3memgd(3098abol —
L LG 0b Bobomss, MmMBgma(s 3g0Mmdo,
™3 9bos 0gmb oEmo 96 930l dq3-
mbgg3edo, Bogmagdo dobbo ¢bms oymb domo
a0dof(330L — sbggg ©8 mdogd@gdob 80bsbdo-
oMo aoadms/bofmbmizgs  mg3m3atg-
3 BaMo@mMogddg oMol Db ob, o
Loggmdgmom g3L 3Mbymagd@ ol ©absdogab.

1970 Bemob 0gbgbgmb  3mbggbzns omge-
mabBobgdl  Jm@GaEnmo  gobgnmmdgdal
06396@oM0do300b  BoGogdol  smzomgdemm-
3L BmamB(3 d3gybol dobdGedom, sbggg 0b-
LEOGM (MBI NG EMBydy. 5 (8) J393964E 0L
565635, mbsbomyg babgmdBogmgdo gommy-
dmagdsl 0mgdgb ,39900a306mb s goboskrmmb

©5(39m0 Babgmmmdgdo ghmzbeymao Mgqb@mals

LoggyydggmDbyg, 860336gmmmgabos Lagofm s
396dm 3gm@amgmo gobgnmmdgdol babbs,
Amdgmos 94L3mM G0 046gds gHmzbymaoa -
Bemmo 393 3300609mdals 360d36gmmzoba go-
moM0d9ds”.

dogbgoago 0dabs, Hm3 3Mod@ozedn o3-
33560 06396@sM0bs300 @G dodbowzgmo
Bobl, 300069 dmddqn, 0bb@odesombammyma
06396@ 00300 NRG™m JoDsbIgbmbomaw ao-
dmoaym@gds. 3g-7 3ybemalb (8) (0) J3939bd@0b
mobobdoe, dmbsbomyg  Lobgmdbogmgda  ge-
mEgomgdsl 0mgdgb, Mmd ,o030dommb bbgs
dmbsboemyg Labgmdbogmda 34dgd0sb, Mg-
m0goMo 36 bog@m babdmasmmgdfngn dggmo-
56 56 bgogbo sBgbgdmmgdowsb Im3smyma
30&YOYma Jmbgdol 033m@@o.... 038 3ofMm-
b00, Mmd sbgmo bsgmocgds ©m33gbd Mo
©53830(3900m0s Mmame 3 03 @sbgbgdamgdal
3no3bomo 0bzg6@Gemn”.

LoBd3 Mdngd@n ©M3N3gbEYHo >Mal ab-
396@56M0bgdygmo, sMbgdmdl g™ oo
LodoMmmmgdfngn  aoMobBogdo. dggMomgdee
380@®9ddn, CCPIA 5(3bo@gdl, Gm3 ,39mmE-
Ao bognonmgdal oM gfmo dgbemo, MHmdg-
a3 o6 oMol ©m3ndgbGomgdama Indgndab
3b MgmogogMa o6 LogMm babdmasmgdfagn
dgamob 6 3bgogbo ©sBgbgdmmagdolb 0b3968)e-
G0bs(30000.... AMIgmog dmadsfgl 3 ebgbyg-
dmadoesb... 56 dgadmgds 033mEE0Mgdmm
0gbsb 3ggPomgdam 3898 gdda. 53 8adgbom, 53-
3-ab LabgmBBogm ©g3oM 35683 Bosbamnbs
43996900, GMImgdaz dgoobbdwbgb CCPIA-0b
BOag6do ©a0(3396 Jaedhgee 98330-
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Introduction

Georgian cultural heritage in the territories
occupied by Russian-supported separatists is well
established to be under real, immediate threat—
especially through unsanctioned, non-scientific
archaeological excavations, an intentional lack of
upkeep, conservation work that erases traces of
Georgian material culture, and the deliberate erasure
of cultural places. As an alteration of the cultural
landscape, these negative interventions appear to be
intended to delegitimize Georgian territoriality by
undermining historical connections, while at the same
time advancing irredentist claims. Georgian heritage
professionals have labored to document instances of
cultural loss, raise them to international attention, and
to reimagine new futures in the absence of physical
access to heritage places (Golden, 2020). The
papers in this symposium have offered considerable
documentation of problems and challenges in
Georgia that has implications for other countries
in the European Union’s Eastern Partnership and
beyond. My contribution offers a different kind of

intervention. Rather than discussing specific instances
of damage, I want to consider the steps that can be
taken through new developments in bilateral relations,
specific collaborations through academic exchange,
and forms of heritage labor and action that can be
undertaken to assist Georgian heritage professionals
and conflict-affected communities in the near term.
Here, I will discuss the benefits that come from: (1)
developing a bilateral agreement on cultural property
protection—particularly with the United States;
(2) enhancing transnational researcher networks;
and (3) documenting undamaged heritage sites and
collections. I propose that steps to realize these goals
may result in real, tangible benefits to Georgians and
the preservation of the country’s unique heritage.

Developing a Bilateral Agreement with the
United States.

First, bilateral agreements with the United
States under the Convention on Cultural Property
Implementation Act of 1983 (CCPIA) represent a



vital diplomatic and academic arena for engaging on
cultural heritage issues. Admittedly, it is not obvious
how or why a bilateral agreement under this law would
enhance cooperation on the protection of Georgian
cultural heritage. However, a bilateral agreement is
the starting point for formal educational, cultural, and
law enforcement exchanges on the topic of cultural
heritage protection between the United States and a
foreign country (Luke and Kersel, 2012). The CCPIA
is the legal mechanism that the United States relies
upon to implement the 1970 UNESCO Convention
on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the
[llicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of
Cultural Property. Unlike other countries in which
the 1970 UNESCO Convention is self-executing,
implemented through the 1995 UNIDROIT
Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural
Objects, or the fulfilled through the recognition of
valid export licenses (see Gerstenblith, 2013a), the
United States requires that a country bring a formal
request to the U.S. Department of State for import
restrictions on looted or trafficked archaeological
and ethnographic objects.

A request to the U.S. Department of State must
offer a narrative about the country’s history and
material culture, its museum infrastructure, and its
heritage professionalization programs. It must also
address four specific criteria under the CCPIA: (1)
how archaeological and ethnographic objects in the
requesting country are in jeopardy from pillage;
(2) how the requesting country has taken measures
to protect its cultural patrimony consistent with
the 1970 UNESCO Convention; (3) how other
countries that also have an import trade for the same
kinds of archaeological and ethnographic objects
have restricted the trade in the same artifacts; and
(4) how import restrictions would be consistent
with the interest of the international community in
the interchange of cultural materials for scientific,
cultural, and educational purposes. Following the
submission, the U.S. President’s Cultural Property
Advisory Committee meets to review the request to
make a recommendation to the Assistant Secretary of
State for Educational and Cultural Affairs on whether
to enter into a bilateral agreement, but the Assistant
Secretary of State remains the final decision-maker.

This process seems convoluted; and, frankly, it
is burdensome on a requesting country. Undertaking
the work matters a great deal because it offers a way
to strengthen relations with the United States and its
community of heritage professionals. If the bilateral
agreement is agreed to, it creates a designated list
of undocumented archaeological and ethnographic
objects that can no longer be trafficked to the United
States. It also establishes a framework concerning
mutual cooperation on cultural heritage issues
between the United States and the requesting country,
including the provision of technical assistance and
mutual aid. As part of the formal bilateral agreement,
this language becomes a way for the United States
to channel its financial support. It is also a signal
to the American academic community on topics
of shared concern between the United States and
a foreign country. Each bilateral agreement has
a corresponding Action Plan, which has certain
provisions that are specific to the requesting country.
Especially in countries with destabilized borders,
with active or “frozen” conflicts, or where the risk
of “cultural cleansing” is present (cf. Bokova, 2015),
an Action Plan represents a specific outline of goals
and priorities for cultural heritage protection. For a
country such as Georgia, a bilateral agreement and
corresponding Action Plan could provide a way of
galvanizing more U.S. attention about the cultural
loss occurring in the country due to territorial
occupation. They are also ways of encouraging the
development of transnational research.

Enhancing Researcher Networks

A second way to enhance cooperation on the
protection of Georgian cultural heritage is to deepen
international alliances and networks across countries
for research, education, and training opportunities on
cultural heritage topics. Inmany ways, this conference
represents the potential of these networks. An issue
is how they form and are sustained in often adverse
circumstances. Most research efforts on cultural
heritage and conflict have centered on the ‘crisis’
or ‘post-crisis’ documentation of cultural heritage
sites—especially damage as a result of archaeological
site looting or intentional destruction (e.g. Bewley
et al., 2016; Casana, 2015; Cunliffe, 2014; Hammer
et al., 2018; Hritz, 2008; Isakhan, 2018; Layton,
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Stone, and Thomas, 2001; Wolfinbarger et al., 2014).
Much of this effort is done as a mechanism of hope
for legal accountability in the future (e.g. Beven,
2007; Gerstenblith, 2016). We know considerably
less about what appears to be a global phenomenon
involving both the strategic intent and systematic
coordination of efforts to deliberately destroy
heritage sites, conduct misleading and inaccurate
reconstruction and conservation, and erase heritage
sites in ways that mask historical claims or invent
new irredentist rights. Too often, cultural heritage
destruction is viewed by policymakers or even in
the social sciences as unfortunate collateral damage
to conflict, rather than part of a deliberate strategy
of civilian targeting and instrumental conflict gains.
A needed next step for our research community is
the determinate outstanding and significant research
questions that can be investigated as part of a
coordinated research initiatives. We need a larger,
more sustained and systematic enterprise.

It is not possible to enhance academic networks in
the case of Georgia or other countries facing political
instability or conflict without considering how these
situations impact the ability of individual local
researchers to conduct research and documentation.
Already, few research opportunities exist for scholars
in these countries, and, consequently, conflict-affected
scholars, or CARs, are often unable to participate
in global research consortia, engage with scholarly
networks, or access state-of-the-field research
publications, thereby limiting the reach of their
scholarly contributions. Compounding this challenge,
CAR concerns are often excluded from research
priorities as international research communities
develop. Moreover, CARs may experience
impediments in progressing in academic fields and
have their academic work delayed by a of security,
voluntary and involuntary migration, and limited
professional opportunities. They may not have access
to institutional resources in order to conduct research,
publish, or secure grant funds. They may also be
unable to travel to professional events and research
hubs to develop professional connections. For these
reasons, especially when dealing with the violence that
accompanies intentional cultural destruction, there is
an ethical imperative to integrate CAR concerns at

the beginning of research planning and design. This
commitment further ensures that research networks
not only address training—but the actual work of
collaborative scholarship. Crucially, it will also
ensure that CAR research priorities, lived experience,
and expertise are integrated into the international
discussions about the destruction of cultural heritage.

The realization of collaborative international
networks can only come the broad perspective hat is
brought about by the participation of CARs with their
international colleagues (cf. Hemmings, 2012). Less
work has considered how this integration might occur
(e.g.,Bridleetal.,2013). Following the recent scholarship
in the field, (e.g., Laudel and Glaser, 2008), it may
be possible to build better collaborative international
networks by giving special attention to: 1) strengthening
CAR research capabilities; 2) enhancing connections
to international collaborators; 3) encouraging access
to mentors (cf. Thiry, 2011); and 4) promoting field-
specific research techniques, tacit knowledge, and in-
field collaborations. In many respects, these issues are in
the background when we talk about how to research and
document cultural heritage destruction. To build better
international networks, we need to bring them to the
center of our field’s conversations.

Documenting Heritage Sites and Collections

Finally, we turn to how international agreements
and international networks and collaborations
including CARs can build on the work of documenting
heritage sites and collections. Many of us in the
international heritage field came to it with formal
training as archaeologists, and, as archaeologists, we
are concerned with the loss of context that results
from site looting. The 1970 UNESCO Convention
is something of a shibboleth but remains our ethical
lodestar in the effort to arrest ongoing cycles of
poverty-driven or conflict-driven pillage (Gerstenblith,
2013b). Our field’s focus, too, has been on what is
below the surface, unexcavated, specifically because
it provides the contextual data that is necessary for
our field’s approach to reconstructing the past. But,
the present situation of Georgian cultural heritage
reminds us that conflict-driven cultural heritage
destruction is a different problem than what we
typically think of as archacological site looting.



The issue is also the theft of architectural material,
sculpture, friezes, and inscriptions from above-ground
historic and archaeological sites and post-excavation
collections—precisely the material that we might
think is safe or at least less likely to be pillaged—
as well as the purposive erasure of these objects in
occupied territories—precisely to alter underlying
conflict dynamics.

The 1970 UNESCO Convention anticipates
the need and implementation of both country-
wide and institution-level inventories of cultural
property. Under Article 5(b), State parties commit
to “establishing and keeping up to date, on the basis
of a national inventory of protected property, a list
of important public and private cultural property
whose export would constitute an appreciable
impoverishment of the national cultural heritage.”
While such an inventory seems more aspirational
than operational in practice, institutional inventories
seem more feasible. Under Article 7(b)(i), State
parties commit to “prohibit the import of cultural
property stolen from a museum or a religious or
secular public monument or similar institution in
another State Party ... provided that such property is
documented as appertaining to the inventory of that
institution.” So long as the object is documented in
an inventory, there are greater legal safeguards. In the
United States, the CCPIA, provides that “no article of
cultural property documented as appertaining to the
inventory of a museum or religious or secular public
monument or similar institution ... which is stolen
from such institution ... may be imported into the
United States.” For this reason, the U.S. Department
of State has encouraged countries with agreements
to protect cultural heritage under the CCPIA, to
undertake thorough inventories. The U.S. Department
of State has also paid for the completion of specific
museum inventories in Iraq and Afghanistan.
While these provisions are some of the few foreign
policy mechanisms that the U.S. government has to
encourage countries to conduct the inventories that
can assist in cultural property recovery, it is also the
case that these inventories may not be completed.
Moreover, in a conflict a proprietary inventory might
well go missing or be destroyed, as we have seen in
Syria and Iraq in recent years (e.g., Al Quntar and

Daniels, 2016). The importance of these legally-
driven inventories should not be discounted, but I do
want to suggest that more needs to be done and that
international research networks, with participating
CARs, are uniquely poised to act.

It should not be assumed that heritage buildings
or collections are well-documented. Buildings
do not often have strong baseline documentation.
Collections in storage are often not well documented
or their inventories are in a format that cannot be
used in the service of recovery. So often, building and
collections documentation has been reactive following
the onset of acute conflict or has been ad hoc, and
remaining unavailable to the larger scholarly and law
enforcement community. Our field needs to undertake
a specific, concerted effort for proactively documenting
immoveable heritage and museum collections in regions
experiencing conflict or political instability—especially
in areas at risk of borderization or occupation. This topic
is one that the international archaeological community
seems poised and trained to undertake, and it is one that,
when done well, can be undertaken collaboratively with
local communities, heritage caretakers, and CARs. Only
with this documentation in hand will we be better able to
understand the political dynamics that threaten Georgian
heritage as well as international peace and security.

Conclusion

The situation facing the preservation of cultural
heritage in Georgia is challenging, indeed. As
heritage professionals, we see cultural loss and
feel the need—a duty—to respond for the sake of
our colleagues, local communities, and for future
generations. But these concerns are only part of
a larger geopolitical picture. Caught in the social
condition of a “frozen conflict” (cf. Golden, 2020),
cultural heritage destruction is a symptom of a
contemporary disease: the systemic undermining of
international peace and security. My aim in raising
awareness about the importance of developing a
bilateral agreements on cultural property protection;
enhancing transnational researcher networks;
and documenting undamaged heritage sites and
collections is to emphasize that they are a way that
we can respond to the challenges of our day. I hope
we will seize the opportunity.
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©> 0bgmabdn Bowiobeal «9boggMbodg@dn
JIGIOYmo obygmmdgoab woggebs ©d
d3300mdalb  0ybgbgmb  3omgrsl (UNESCO
Chair in Cultural Property Protection and Peace
team at Newcastle University) g3mbm3ognfo oo
Legoom®o 33magzob Loddmb g@eb@n (Impact
Acceleration Account?) 3ogbngs 6o zabemals ¢9bo-
3960L0Gg@0b Ladmamgdoo. 3Gmgd@ ol s38m-
960 3obbow 0bobogwbgs 2008 Brol mdab
oMmb s d93amd 3gMommdn 393 3300609-

3 ma@xo goto 3m3o@g@gdab LogHmsdm@abm Jbgmos,
Gm3gmog ,00Dbs@ abobagb bmgmom ynmEMAHnmo
BoLYNEMdgdal ©o(335L s DON6ZL FgnsMomgdamo
3Mbxzmod@ob ©Mmb Mmam@ do@gMosmyma, abg
368358 gMnomfn 3G NOMmo s d1bgdcngn dgd-
3300Mgm3ab s(335bg” (Bbma 2.1, cyigo gomab Bg-
brgds 2016). bgmdobsbgomans: https:/theblueshield.org/
about-us/what-is-blue-shield/ [6sbsobos: 24/07/2020]
aego gomob bojoMomggmmb gMmzbamo 3mdo@g-
&0l 393339000l Lobsbogsm aswamnm 33mdyg: https:/
blueshield.ge/?page_id=4959&lang=en

4 [a656@0bL LonwgbBogngsaom Ne: ES/M500513/1, 6ovy-

3obmob bagg®mbogg@ol.
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mbobmgol  doygbgdmmo  bosbolb dgbbogmob
3mbgmad@ob dgdmbzgszedo 89333006 gmbals
©5(330b @oMada s@bgdam bagMmsdmEabm 3o-
6mB3gdmmdabmsb — 39Mdmm, 0¢bglgmb ,dg0-
3600 gdmo 3mbgmol@nb dgdmbazgzedo 3mem-
GO Bobgmmmdams @s(330b Igbabgd® 1954
Bemal 3osg0b 3mbggb300Lo s dab Mo mJdmab
(1954, 1999) s sbg39 1949 Bemab ¢96930L 3mb-
396(300b 3039 Mmd8msb BndsMmngdada. dsagab
3Mb396(300bs s dobo Mo mgdal god8mygbgds
3Mbgmagd@obs s m33s300b d93mb3z939830(3
360l dgbadmygdgmo. b s@nada sbobmmoas ga«w-
gob dogé Mdmegmgbaw (3b063smal Hgaombda
(LodbMgo mbgma) JgbEmmgdamoa Lodndomb
dgegagdo. dgegagdaolb goEbmds sbggg dgbed-
gdgmos 333330MRdY’, GmIgme Hgaembol
3G YOYmo 893 330@Mgm3ob 0b@GodG oy
@9g9b 8goagb. 3903390x0 2bgzg goEegh
5b6g0603b 30abg8930L dgbobgd.

2.0 3gomEmeamgos

3393990 dgxgMgdymas bbgosobbgs Bys-
MmEsb, doo dmeob gs8md39ybgdagman sbge-
089800056 ©5 LagoMmggmml  LbadmagHmdm
mBygdgd0l, 9MoLdmogMmdm  mMasbobszn-
qdabs o bagofgm dobogdol Bomdmdawaqb-
m9d0obasb s 0@3nbob@Mazogma badab ge-
3mom LadbMgo Mmbgmdo Rsbymo (s6mbadyHn)
306980bgsb  domgdyma 0bxm@mdsgns. dma-
bopes Gbym ©s JoMommgbmzsb 8gwosda
a0dm7g39469099mo  0bgm®Isznal Bndmboemae.
535b03b, 209MmL LG gmoG o  3sdmbobe-
m9dg9d0b 865mabal xamxrds UNOSAT gossbe-
m0Ds 2008 Bemob 533068 mbs o byd@qddgmMan?
bodMdmmm  3mddqgdgdob  dgmagew  domyg-
dqmo Dosbo, oo ImGab gymEEmmo 393-
3300009mdolb Medgbodg dgamal obasbgdal

' www.occupiedtskhinvali.blueshield.ge

2 ©obosbgds Jgmobos 2008 Bemob 19 sa30b@™L
WorldView-1-0b  g03mygbgdoom domgdamo 5063 3sb-
38080L  Lo@gmagma a58mbobmmadal; 2008 Bemals
19 s330b@&mL Formosat-2-als g08mygbgdooc domgdeema
28 85L3@odab Lo gmod Mo gsdmbobymgdgdal; 2008
Brob 10 5g30L@mb WorldView-1-0b 308myg693000 8omg-
S 5068 8513 sdab Lo gmo@ g 3o8mbabymagdabe
©5 2008 Bemab 10 s330b@mbL IKONOS-0b a53mygbgdom
Bomgdnmo oL@ gdgma 8obd@edal Lodgmodn&o
358mbobymgdal bogndggmdy.

bomabbo. LGl o3@mMMgda gobabomaeggb,
a06s5bmadgb s gbadmgdmmdanl dabgozom,
a0bogM(smdgb UNOSAT-ob dogé dmenen 12
Bemal go63s3mmdsda Google Earth-bg bgmdanbe-
B3om3o Lo@gmod Mo byGomgdol sbsemabacm
domgdae 39093 gdL. 3mdomds sbms(z 80dwabe-
gmdL. Bom3meaqboen bEodnsdo dmzgdymons
dbmmme BabobBsmo dogbgdgdn, Gmdmadacs

omb@®aMgdamos (39m3gmmoa 3g8mbggzgdab
sbomaboo.

3.0 ggm@negmo 3933300Mgmdals 3obmb-
8090mmmds 3mbgmog@ol pMmmL

LogMmedm@abm 3x3sbo@emma badatommal
(IHL)  goemggmma Bsbormgda  3mbgmoagd@gdol
dg3mbggzo90(3 303mnygbgds. Hmam(z frabgob,
obg bogdoMmggmmb Go@oxgozntgdagmo 543b 3o-
0g0b ,3mbggb(308 dgasMamgdmmon 3mbymagddnb
ROEOL 3@ IIm  Bbggmmdems  @ageb
dqbobgd® (1954HC), sbgsg 1954 Bemals 30Mggemn
mgddo s 1977 Benabs g96930L 3oMggmo @8-
domo mddo; 1999 Bemals 3gmeg mJddg mogoadnm-
3930 3M(3 9 350g56L ImyBgMos by (o-
339, Imag006gd0m, 2010 Bgmb bsjsmggmma o3
mddbsg 8mabgms bgma). Mbagmal dogH 3me-
Bemmo 3933300609mdal DEN63sbg omgdeemn
B0bobbyyMo o Bo@gMosmy-@gdbognco dbo-
M5ggM0b 3omEgdmgdal gomgamobbobgdoom,
LEOGNb 538MMgda asbabomsogsb 1954 Brol Jo-
ag0b 3mbggbz00l 3035Mmgdsl 3Mbxrmng@Lbs o
M3m35(300L056.

1954 Bemols 3sognl 3mbgzgb00b mobsobda,
Lobgmadbogmgdo gommgdanmadsb 0mgdgb 3m-
bgmod@odmg 3503bomb 3oMmdgdo 3mm@«-
Ao 898330009mdab abs (3o, 8o Imab
39Mbmbaomoal Ladmdsmogm s Lodbgoemm dma-
Bowgdalb gbom (3sog0b 3mbggb(zns, 89-2, 39-3
©5 8g-7 Igbegda); 3mbgmoad@ob mmb (Ladbg-
MM Lognmgdgdaol Jgbodsdabow): megnmsb
30(30mMb 3B MO GobgMEmdgdal godm-
4gbgds; msg0 3gngegmb gobgmmmdams Baboe-
03mgg dodsmmemo Mondg 3GEMma oJ@&nbash
(Logonobo sbgzg Mgammotogds dgosGomyg-
dmma 3mbgeogd@ob dgbsbgd bbgs 3o6mbgdom,
Amdmgdos obgzg 3Mdomogl dmag »sb3wg3
D006L); 2033906 3PGPeIgm Bobyyerm-



domos do@zzo (1954 Brol 3sogol 3mbzgb(zne,
39-4 dgbma); o dbsMo ongomb 3m3398)g-
6& M bodmgomaodm bgmabygmgdsl, bagammg-

b0l 393mbgg3030, 3MEGNONmo Gobgymmdab
(33530 (1954 Bl 3ssgnl 3mbzgbs0s, 39-7
dqbma). g9bg30L 3oMggmo @sdsGgdomn mdda
(1977) 0cg5emabBobgdl abEmGanmo dgamg-
b0bo o LognmEm saomgdol megoabbdabasb
©5(335b (563-g dqbmo).

™335683s Lobgmdbogmgdds: Lagammagdal
dgdmbgg3edn, 8bsto Mbos adammb domamo
bgmdgdzzdgma  dbatol  3m3398gb@ne  bg-
@obygegdel Jam@gegme Bobygermdgsal
3300 92O Pbggmbogmaer; mgg3ndydym
GaH0GMH0oDdg ©0(3396 JPGIMYEe Bobg-
Menmds, Gm3gema(z 3godmgds sDnsbgdamoaym
Lodbgmm m3gMsznnlb Jgmgasw, o 3m33g-

z@jfym y

_",_

&G0 9ohmzbaer bymobgamgdsb >6 dggd-
0o 380b bEHNB3gmymaegs (1954 Bemals 3sog0b
3mb39bz0s, 8g-5 gbemn); sm3z3g9mmb ™ 3m3o-
®90gmo BgM0GMM0rb JamEghgmo go-
Lagymdob JnMomds ©s dofmzzs (1954 Bemals
3o0g0b 3mbg96(309, IMbema 4) s Mmd30086 da(30-
mb dobo go@obs (1954 Bemal 3sognl 3ocg9mo
mdda, 1-mmo dqbmo); Lomdsto dmddgrgdgdol
oLEMmgdabol  ©osdANEMb  m3m3amgdama
B9h0GMM00©sb go@oboma gabgymmds, Gm-
dgmoa oo Ggfn@mMnsdy dgbobobaw oMol
dndomgdmmo (1954 Bemals 3ssg0l 3mbgzgbznab
mddo, 39-2 s 3g-3 3bemagda).

4.0 990098950
3dm399gmo  eMmabomgal dggsbgds dggbm

©0E0 5 35@3Md M0sbgals s dnbsmg GMm-
bgb bgmdgdl (ab. by, 1).

YEVE T‘echno\ogwes
2020/CNESlFAirbus

Google Earth

lat 42.351988° lon 43.8536682 elev. .0 m eye alt. 30.38 km

bey@. 1—EB0bsbbomn dgmgagda: oo s 35§oMms masbgzobs s gmmbylb bgmdol bemgemgda/dgaemgdo:

1. dgaam oﬁo&gmn,’ 2. %Uam oﬁoégo’m; 3. 0683080,' 4. ogﬁnbbagn,' 5. 636‘3@0; 6. Q)nbagn,' 7. do(ﬁggan;
8. gfmgw30; 9. 39b30; 10. bgoon; 11. 493968 0; 12. Jbmobo; 13. JoGos; 14. bayemo; 15. gmabo; 16.
bozbgbgoro; 17. bggo; 18. msds@medgbo,; 19. ool dmbobB g, 20. bymbota; 21. goboma; 22. J398m
Bmbgomo. Maxar-ob godmbobaemgds Google Earth-osb.
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8bsmnbal ggaem owanbms, Hmd 3mb-
B0d@no obsMamgdam sanmgddn sdos-
Bos Bmami(3dmdMogo s dfsgn, abg sMododg-
Mosm@o JmEimo 398 33006Mgmds. 1954
Bemal 30030b 3mb3g6(300L 1-gmo dqbmo 3mbiaqb-
300b BoMaegdde RIEFYmO FILGIOIY@o Bo-
LYNEMBAL FoPOM gBaboz0sl BomImawggbl.
dgbbogmoem Mgaombdo 0wgb@ogozomgdamos
d99m9a0 RLgYmmMdgda: Mgmogygdo, bombg-
900, 39malb 3bs@&3Mmdal 60dndgda, 0b@g-
M0gM0b gmgdgb@qdo; ab@momma dgbmdgdo;
BobgMg3gd0 o sMggmmmanydo dgamagda; 34-
098900 > 0d R¥EI@o gmgdEegde. ogdse,
3&IOYeo Fobygmmss ygmGgmhgmo J53-
330006gmdals 860358 gMnamn gemgdgb@gdbacs
3mo(393L. 938mMgdabmgal (3bons, Gm3 ©g3-
Bomgdds GFMowaz0m ymgs3bmazcagdolb Bgbdy
odgmgdomno  omal  mgdoo  3603369mmaeba
03653060 goba(zomgl, oyd(3s o8 LGs@nal ggo-
Mamgddn smbndbama bsgombal gobboemgs 396
dmbg@bogds.

a53m0ygm 39330 39&9am0gdal obasbgds:

4.1 LadGdmem dmddgegdgdol Mmb do-
0g0mo ©3b0sbgds;

4.2 3mbgmogddob d93pamad 3gGomedn do-
Bombomggdmmdoom godmb3gmmo obasbgds;

4.3 3mbgmog@ob 398ama 3gomwmadn dm-
M3mgemdom, 86 dgboedsdabn bgdsmmgom o
mbgdemogme  dgbemmagdagmon  (Logmbbgmges-
3om s bbgs Labab) badsdom;

4.4 3md@ogo 3um@Gaenmo gobggmmdab
©3b0obgds.

4.1 LadHdmmm 3mgddgogdgdol MmL domg-
dmmo ©sbosbgds

UNOSAT-0b Lo@gmogyto godmbobgmg-
4980l, Human Rights Watch-olb (HRW 2009) o
bbgs mEMasb0Ds(30980L dagH Rs8mEmBgyemo
06@gMg0mgdobs o LEsGnal s38mMMgdabs

dogé Google Earth-ob Lo@gmodyco gsdmbe-
bmadgdob bogedggmbdy Ro@oemgdama dgd-
amdn sbamabom oM 33930, Mmd 2008 Bemob
LodGdmmm 3mddgegdgdal ML bLadsgmm
®0300bb3gd3s  Mrogbo  boFoma  gsdmo-
6300, 03(39 93 MogoLBI7al dgmgasw Ly
58009603y dgbmds ©abosbrs. Fsm dmeab
ogm 39-18-19 Loy 3969930L bgoomolb dmogome-
bggmmbab g3mgbos, Gmdgmoa 2006 Bgemb
Lodomggmmb  3pm@ncal  bLsdobob@mmd

soanbs. mamxn gomolb  bogfo@mmggmmb
gemmzgbaem 3m3nBgBob dogm asdmzombyman
3mB3g980b mgdom, g3emgboal amddamon @ be-
30 g3emm 2008 Brolb 12 sg30L@ ML gy@z9d0m
©05%00bs. UNOSAT-ab Lo@gmodnen godm-
Lobyemgdgdal sboemaddn (2008¢) sbadbmmos:
“ID: 1. bgooob 8megamaba grmmbab g3emagbos (Bg-
19 1.), dgbmdals LodbMgm-sbagmgma baboemals
3dndg ©3basbgds” (bng). Lmgmalb ebsmAgbo
Bobomabasb gobbbgeggdoom, gimgbos dmmom-
BgFom of oMbaMgznom ©s 030 KIO 303
Robl Google Earth-obb 2019 Bemal 21 mg@m3dcab
a0dmbabymadady. mamxn gomob bogjsmozg-
mmb gEmzbamo 3mdndgdoborgolb 30Bmmgdam
Bm@mgdda Rsbb, M3 mBal ML ©obasby-
dema dgbmds o6 dg43gomgdasom (L. 2).

4.2 30bgmogd@ob 398mamd 3gMomedo do-
Boobomggdmmdoom go8mbggnmo sbasbgds.

2008 Bab bodGdmem 3mddgegdgdl gor-
bognMoe JoMorymo abGmmogmo bmgmgdal
(P. MenmcamBuy, B. Iuananze 1975) bob@gds-
B0 odm3d3s s gosbgs dm3ygs, dmago-
3bgdom 3o 6sBommdMngn 56 LEma baMggs
©d s (gb 3obbsgmmmgdom (3bswowm Rs6L
2014 Bgmb Google Earth-ob Los@gmogn® geo-
dmbobymgdgddn).  ggmaBogonma  ©sbabg-
madgd0 (beogmagdo, Bnbsmgqgdo s bgmdgda)
0(33mgds, 01006336905 MbyFoe o6 Jommyem
obobgmgdgdlb g8s@gds ob s3megds sbm-6o-



bay@. 2: dorogomabggmmbolb g3emgbos, bgoon,
2017. gmddoomoa, bodmgenm s gosba@mgs
2008 bemob sg3068mb mdob ML s dosbwe.
© ol ool bags@mmggermb gfmmgbaeno
330 g@o, 2020.

ds60; Bomdmmagbo LESEG 030 88 abobgmg-
3980b mEngg gm@ss Bomocmgdaema’.

s3g30M0 (33e0mgdgdo dgdga aLGmEo-
a0 bogemgdol pobebgmgdgddo ab@nGmgds
(ab. Ly@. 1):

13060 ©oE0sbadol mab@m3gmmoa ,dos  JoGomal
ab@mMos”  (a08mdzgybgdmmos  2002-2007  Beogdda)
537085 0moMa3bgds Hbym s mby® 969dDy. go-
8m(398s gyMbmds 1981-1986 brmgddo Lago@mggmmb
dgamms ©o(330L Lodgmb Bag® Re@omgdmmo bLaggmy

Lodndomb Jgmgase Bm3mggdam 3gmggoom Bobomoslb
(dgamgdal bosemGabgm dsMomgdo — 3oL3m@Egdo).

sbom Bbam-mba® 0oMadsabdo sbama mbamo Gm-
3mbodgdn mogmsedamggm, @OMRbamgddo Jomomgdam
JoGogm @obobgmgdgdmeb ghmam 0dbgds dg@sbagma.
356M0s 530bs, 353mo(3s 3oMggmo Gmdo Gbye-mby@o
LYFE0ES6 ,LsBbEgM Mbgmal Gm3mBadgda®, sbsmBgba
™o GmBo 3o sbmos 3bsmgds. oMmzgm G§m3da, Hma-
mab bobgmBmpgdss ,xo30b Goombo® , gbymos oG
dbmmme gyregbogdel, sMe8gr y3gms 3gmaMogogmo
B9HGomol, 3o ImEab bmgmgdal, ©sbsbmgdgdal,
8065Mggdab, bymdgdobs s 3dgdol, gomszgmgdyma
obobgmgdgdo. dmaxg JoGmgmo ©obabgmgds mby-
oE M0l bomamadbo, dmaxgd 3o Lobgmlb ©sds@g-
dmmo 96 godmgmgdamo 5g3b sbm-6036gda. Lbgs Ig3-

»b3939830, abobgmgdgda 8mmnsbam Jg(33emamos.

Bgdm shsdgmo — gs0s86356M0 s momgdab
396oRa M oger0s;

J3908m shsdgmo — a0@edbgs60 s momgdal
30603 Mo gmos;

oMg30(30 (889080 oMg30b0) — g50053635610
©5 63bnmmdMng go6sa M gdgmos;

036930 (639980 0536793 — 35©8635600;

dgegems — badGdmenm dm4dg0g8530b dg09-
350 dmogf ©3b0sbs, 83gsdse doMomsmam
©baMggeos;

©0bgg0 — 800003635600 o bobammdMog go-
boragMgdymo;

do@bgdn — 3dodge ©ab0sbos Lod@mdmem
3mddggd960b @AML 86 domn sbMmYmgdowsb
85939, bOgmor 396s0a9Mgdgmos;

969030 — aomsdbgata s g56samMgda-
0o (babogmomlb gofs);

39630 — 39000363560 s M J3als LEms®
3oboragMmdgmos

4989M&0 — 30005363500 ©s momgdals LEy-
o 3oboraMdgerns;

bgooo — 305863560 s Mmomddal bEmmawo
396oa M gogerns

Jbgabo — gosdbgemn s @sDasbgdymas
(ab. §398mm);
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Jatos — 8dndge @obosbos LodMdmemm
3m 7350093900l ML, 3maz056gd0m o0 (3oms;

bmmo (9890850 baem) —  aowsdbgemny,
530096039 Labmo sdmaos;

geobo — Jodorma boboma gowsedbzsmos,
dmmdg@ab 3goma o6 BsBUL;

Losbgbgma (88g08s Lozbgbgom) — aoo-
639L 2008 Byemb;

L3900 — Esbasbrs 2008 Bgeml;

003565dgb0 — a00053635M0 s goboan®g-
Sm0d

396000 (639980 gobs0) — gowsbgglb 2008
Bgmb;

43980 Bdmbzocn — sdmoamos LadoM 33emy-
b0l ombg3cog.

Lerggmgdol bobommdMogn 56 LEMmo go-
boanmgdob d9dwaa, 306s bbzowabbgs ggub-
Jgoom godmaygbgds, oo ImEab Lodbgo®m,
Lobmgmm-badgn@mbgm,  Bagogboytgmgdabs
© mobodgemmgg Lodobom 3dq69dmmdal-
o3gab.

mdy 398 Lmggmdo dzgem spgomolb ob
dobmmdmo@ gobmogqgdymos badbgm abg-
LGOYJG NS (oo dmMolb  gombobmboo
oo dsbgdo, 3oMg  LadsGEMmm/Bod)g-
Booma@-&qdbogmeo  dsbgda). 2010 bgeb
Abgmnds bgmo dmebgMs bgmdgzMmagdasl,
Am3momsz bEMmo 3obyyboldggdmmds snmm
LodbGge mbgmob ©o330dg; 0bgmabE M-
B mmo mdagd@qgdol dg@gbmds Hganmbda
Abagmos. dmgogoma domasbo obBmGaone
dgamgdoob sbmmlb dwgdafgmdl, G 3m-
G963 Gobib bomdmawagbl. bmgagfma
obGmEomo bmggmo Jomosbo @onzoms
Lodbgemm nbgxmabEmnd@ el gobbomagbgd-
mo. 3535m0ma, bmggmoa dobBgda Hybgmal
BoqMsioolb 3g-4 dsbab 3memoamba nfzo
(Bnbgoolb  ggog®senob  megwmegol  bado-
Bob@®m, 2015). Google Earth-abl L@ gmod o
253mbobymgdqgdal 963030364 mo  sbsa-
Boor 0633935, O™ badbgoGm sGgsmo 3owg3
MPOM gogommnmzges dsmbgdol (s Modwgbndg
bbgs) bmgmob Eozmob d98ga. LsdbgG™
3mmogmbgdo dmgog®o dgdmbgzgzedo ob@m-
Mo 396mb530m0b sbmmb 8gdatgmdl, s
bodbgmm Imddgmgdgdal dgdmbggzeda dom

dgomm Lagmmbgl 14360b, bememm 3mbggma-
Bob mOmb 3m33magdLbolb 80bsbdn s8memagdab
ob dgbmdgdal do@mzgdolb dgdmbggzedn, bogg-
dmdgda sMs3ommadntin Mobgol Bobsdg omdm-
Bbgd00b. boggdmdgdl sbgsg sb0sbgdl 8dndy
Lodbgmm §gdb030b sgggmdgdocm gsdmbgzgmma
308M5(300. LodbgEMmMgdal Lodabbg nfzo be-
390m39d0, dogomomem, dgoMgdom  sbo
beogggem Jumobdo (ab. by, 3). of JoGmnggmmes
Bobobmomgdl, Gmameg habl, bodbgomm d0%-
bgdabomgab godmnygbgdwbab.

99600365 93mgLogdmasb s 3ogdnmgdoom

boboemmdMngo s LEMmO ©gdMbGoga o6
dggbm bmmme g3mgbogdl. mamddalb gzmgo-
mog 0bobo @obomaw bgmybmadmem oG-
390 (0993(30 39bmdgdo oGm3ggdmmos s s
353m0yYqbgds, Moz MoymPams sobobs dom
damdamgmdady); 3930 bmgmab La@gmogn®
LyGondg g3mgbos 08 MMBg IMAsbL. oxd (3o,
Ly d30Mg 9o 3gdmbzggeda (Jadmgmals gg-
mgbos yogmosborndsebdo, J9396@0). gzmabos
gfmeEgmo  dgbmdss, MHmIgmaz  aswaMRe,
09330 dbms nga Mgaombdo ©gdmb@sgabogal
303bo@gdnma bbgs dgbmdgdal dbgogbow @abm-
3L (ab. L@, 4). Bmgng®mo gzmabos Ladbg-
MM 3m33mgdLboob sbmmb dpgdomgmdl. Loge-
MomomeE sbgs wabggda (L. 5). dgmazbmgmal
93mabos badbgMm  3m33mgdLbols LadbGgom-s-
m3mbogmgm gnobosb 120 8-0b @sdmMgdoom
3009056gmdL, gymdomol gmobddmdmal g3-
mabos 30 badbGgmol 39enEsb osbmmagdoom
200 898 Mol 3m3mtgdom. 53g3560 dgdsmgmds
mM039 dgbmdabomgal Gab ol dgd33gemns.

4.3 3mbgmog@ol 399mamd 3gMomedo dm-
@3mgemdoo 36 3gbodadabo bgdsmmgom o
mMbgdotogme BgbEnmagdamo (bsgmbbghgs-
(30m @5 bbgo babol) bodndom

Lodb@go mbgoab g.6. Mm@ uEalb Lsdo-
Bob@OML (36mdom, 2015 Bemobomgol dgamob
LEGMLab dJmbg 250-%g dg&0 mdogd@n Lagoa-
Mmgds 3mbLgMgagnsb (Sputnik 2015¢); o4-
339, Ladoxg®™ dgbrYE3gd0b godm 2015-16
Bemgdolb 3MmaMadal gofmamgddo dbmemme 4
™d0gd@olb 3mblLgMgsgns dmbgmbros, 10 mdo-



bamson 3: @obgmgmmon bobengdo bmggen Jbmolbdo, CNES/Airbus-ob 2018 6emol 11
mJB@m3Bg&l dogdaemo bodgenodma godmbobamgdgdn. @sbnsbgdol §odo sggodgdob
298mg89009800 dgbsdsdobos.

9d@0b 3mbLgGgsns 3o 2017-18 Bemgdabogols
©onggads (Byazrova 2017). Losdmdomgdo 3843-
33000609mdalb  L3g30omnbGgdal bgwodbgwsg-
mmdoo bes bofmndstmmmb (35 dmombmal
Gmagmé  boge@mggmmb, obg mbgonlb  g.b.
396mB3gdmmds); odzs, LadbGgm mbgmab
9.6, 39m@mcob 30bab@mo L3gznsmab@gdol
3M0&0gnm 6s3mgdmdsady doomomgdws (SIA
“RES” 2016).

a0M©s 5dobs, 3Mmamadal bgman & 93300 3nd-
©0baMgmds 080l 8560369bgma(s s60b, H™3 bda
d9dmbgg3ed0, gosbyzg@amgdgdo ghm3dommg-
brmo© d00mgdmes — Lodndome sysgec Mg-
LEogMoonl oMmada gsdmugmo 34dgdo,
Amdmgdog dgbadsdm dobomgdl 0ygbgdwbab,
Moma(g ob0sbydobgb 393 33006 9mdab dggmgdl.
dogomoma, 2014 Bgemb 3s5b8gnno (SIA “RES”
2014) a036 (39 0bgxgm@ds (300, HMI sanrm-
36030 30bbgbdgbol gmbrds ,3nMoomegmba’

(66 d0dgd& e mmo dgamagdol gobzomomgdabs
©d MgbBegMmanolb gmbon) 3nmEMcal Lsdo-
BabEEML dgamoms ©o330L  gobymggamgdals-
356 ndofogs bgdm sRsdgomalb (30bg. onaqads
md0gd@dg LocggmbLb@Hadiom Lodydomlb we-
bygds. Lodom 3gmal RagMs Logstm mmbabdo-
9000 500603bs. sbsmn 988980l (56mdom, dma3-
BopEs M38gbndy Labgrmbbm, dsor Imab
d30b LogMgmo ©s moommbalb basddMmgda. ©soo-
Jos39L 8396939em0 3mdgdn, HMImgdLsy soao-
md0g0 bgmeab ImbBsgmggdo gbdsmgdmmbyb.
3001 db0Esb 859969L om3mbagmgmn 3ggmo:
36 5MbgdmdL (36mdgdn 0dol dgbobgd, Lodmdem
36m(39Ld0 RoMormmo 0ygbgb vy oo 393 3500 g-
mdob b3g (3000l gda. 01d(39, HMaME (3 M30m3-
boemggemgdds bLEOGNNL 93@MMYAL 3obyy(sbowgl,
Ladmdomgda Ladbegm mbgmab g.6. dgamms we-
(330L LadbabyMs FgohgMs. (3060l sebswagbaw
3ol 3933 Loddom ot Ro@ocgdeme.
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Google Earth

ba@ooo 4: Jodmgonl ggemgbos yo-
Mem3sbnmds6dn, JdgmGo. dgbmds
dmbodbmmons bmdmno 658: bogo-
Mmomome, 93emgbool 0osbg@9396.
© mamgo gofmob bogsmmggemmb
gemzbmmn 30808980, bogs-
moggmm, 2020.

b 5. @obygob ggemgbogdo
(8mbodbmmns mgoo ob&gdoom)
bodbgomm 3m83mgfbob
839M@00 (dmbodbaemos boogmn
mobymobgoom), CNES/Airbus-
ob 2018 6eoob 11 mg@mddfmolbs
bs@gerod & godmbobaemgds dy.
boogemo 663998000 dmbodbayemos
dgbmdg380, GmImmgdog 2013 Eemob
d93098 o5b3mngl. sbenem byooom
®533063980b5b Bobb obgmgmemo
d9bmds (dg8mm) s bobgmy3980
bodo@359mmsb, oz aom9dy
dsob dgdmjdnmgdoo 6335 Dy
@b Jomomnmgdmgb.



3003039 gdds ganyab 69369dL sbg3g
3069 (3bo@gl, M3 03 Jgdmbggsados 3o, Bm-

b badydomgda ,bgdsmmgaom” Bomdmgds,
dgamgdolb dmEonmmdobogol ©sdsboboomg-
39 mo30830M39m Jofomm LEomb bdoMow
Gbamon 9bs(33mgdwbgb. dsgsmamag, bybe-
0L (0390350 Nbmogdgb bgmsgammamb) 3g-14
Lo 3mbal @3mabIdMdmal dmdal g3mgbosda,
30bgmgdob (36mdom (Bestaeva 2019; SIA “RES”
2018) Lomgodama@oom bodymdom g3mgbosdn
2018 Bemob bogbamal obobyobdn ©onbym.
Bymob gmbgol dgboRgMmgdmom asdmoaggoms
ao@obm@30l  gomgda, d3gos @mbggda (bo-
356ommE  390madob) dg@mbom gs8s3Mws;

93mabool 3oMgBebrofs gobobemes, snggads
gbmb  dmzambymas. Lsdydomgdo  ,omsboab

4356 4003“ ©855g0bsbLs, bgdo@mmgs 3o LadbGgm
mbgmab g.6. 3gmEaeob LsdobobG®mmb dgamas
@330be @ JPedafgee  3gdz30@Mgmdal
0935630396835 gobzs. 36mdas, 3dmbrs oy
oMo Leddgbgdmm GamBsl 898 330MgmMdal ©s-
Madn dgdomdal godmzeomgds, 01330 dg&m-
Bol a03myq6gdol i@l gomgamabbabgdom,
qL bogmgd LagaMonoms. ghom-ghmds mgnmd-
bomggmds @ xo gomol bogomoggenmb g&Hm-
36900 3m30B 98 b sbgzg Fosbmes 0bgm™mIa(zns,
M3 Lo ggOombgzmob 3gogmo Gqbgem bLEoemdo
dgbermmadgmo dboGzmmdom @sngsMs, Gg-
mogx0sbo dggma J30b 30639ma (BmIgmbacs
doﬁ)m‘aqm oﬁdo@ad@)‘gﬁ‘ggn @60(&)060()[) do-
byrgoo byergbrgdeor @oGm3gdRbgb) go-
MrobyMe ©s ogomoe dgamgds. LGl
238mMM 9335 3bgogbo abymmdsias Lbgs Lodo
93gb0ob dgbabgdss donmgl.

4.4 3mdMsgo gam@adnmo gsbgmermmdal
©3b0sbgds

3Mbxmogd@ds Mgagombol dmdMaga 3m@«-
Ao gobgmmmdgdo s ob dgbmdgdo(s @ssbo-
obs, Bmdmgddacz obobo absobgds. myGmxo 9go-
@0l bogoGoggenmb g@Hmzbamds  3mdondgdds
dgbobgd, oyd3e o3 0bgmMds300L oLE -
905 396 dmbg@brs. Bggbo BysGmb (36mdom,

2010-2018 6@3630 83@)0@0[) cgo@)ad@)mﬁa-
0o Jgootomgdnmo  ssd056980b  xamxgdo

30005080 dmMmEbgb s6Mabbgsdn, ©obgsdo,

dofbgddn, 3nmdomdn, 39b30L (306930, Lzg@da
5 doo 39dmaamgbdo, asbbsznmmgdom mdab
Mmb gosdbgama bob gzmgbool BGarm-
-abogmgmnm. o3 5083056580L Ladobbg ol m-
Moo mdogd@gdo ogm, Gowasb o dobabdzqd
stdgmmmann®o doboms ganmgdmesm. bogs-
Ao39mmb gemazbamo 3bgndol mebsddmmadg-
m3dd my@mxn gomob bojommggenmb gFHmzbme
Jm80B 9@l sGamegn30orm@am dosbmms nbgm-
35300, ®M3 DmaRge 3nbgndal mebsddmma3-
mgdmsb dnogdzo Bngmgdo o doon Jggobgdsb
Lombggh ©s/06 g300bgd056, ©nbEgMgbogds
o) 56 30 bgmdo domo dgbyngaom, Bogced me-
65396 m3mgdL Laggmdgmonsba gdgo odzc, GmI
9L Fganmbdo @396mbm gomb@gdol dgogaswm
bodo(330 9MGgBRdJGgd0s. Mganmbmeb ©s393-
domgdoo Rzqbo dgggabgds amdgmmgds.

3Mbgxmad@qgdolb ML o dom dgdwgg
360bgomal Mggombamo 39Dgmdqdos @obo-
GomEs. 1990-0060 Bemgdobs ©s 2008 Bemol
LodAdmem dmd3900gdgd0b EMML  obasbos
360635mab saommdmngn ob@mMaol 39 Dga-
80l 39bmds s 03567 3oRsdemals 39bgmda (Brog-
do6gmds abGmmogym dgbmdsdn), 2008 Bgemb
30 30bm 885g30L Labe-Inbgndo s aEO Mos-
bgob bgmdal 39 bg3-6s3domal s8nbabiMme-
(309900 3gbmdas.

1990-0060 Brmgdolb ©obabynlbdo (3b0bgsoemals
3nbgndabs s 3mbEe bgmagnmgal Labem-34-
Bgndob  3mmgdiogde  AOommam  mbgomab
M9L3mdmongado (Bbgomol ggEgMszes), 3go-
dmE, 3men3ze33ob3dn goon@obal o 3m@o
bbal Bob Gmbgmol abzqbGnnom smwagboe
3b0bgomal  3bgmddo, 8dgede, LodbEgm
mbgoolb babgmdbogm 3bgnddo s0dM6gL
(SIA “RES” 2016). mbufio 3Ggbab msobobdsg,
dndgmd3s dSbomo Mmmo Jgadabs — 8abds g4-
L3MBsB B3> o godmygbgdds  FbobggmgdL
LadbGgm Mmbgmal abBmEns YYbws dmymbEmmb
(Biazarti 2019). Google Earth-ob Ls@gmoggco
3007939600, MmamMs 0306 dohsdmal be-
be-3bgndo, aby oo mosbzal bgmdolb 3«u-
bg8-bs3mdomal 5B0bab@Mszomma dgbmds
2014 byl Bobommdmag s bEYmo deom-
BgFoom ©sdomab.
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sbamamtol dndgmda 1982 bgmb gooblbbs.
0go Jbbol gEabosegms 89-16 Loggmbal bo-
Lobgdos gobmagbgdgmo, GmBgmbasg dgamab
LEIGYLo od3L Bobodgdymon. gl gHMeEgGmo
3nbgndos, BMIgmoi o6 ©oD0sbgdgms o
oF sbmEmmms, 353608 83yedem ©oEbomawm
dmqygmagmos — gb 3o Lag®obglb ¢4d6ab o
39 94L3Mbo@qdL. 39Dgndol ®obsdIGHm-
dgmds maFmxn gomob bogoGaggmmb gmHmz-
b 3m3nBgdb 3056mms abgym@mdszns, Gm3
dgbmdol sbommn goabamgs LoMwagds, Moy
0d EEYm MG 9RJGJdL bogMmbgl ¢jdbal.
M8 9B53B9gd0, 30bo mgdom, (3b0bzomal sboem
3mbgnddn 9bes gomag@obsm, 3ogced nbgmm-
35(300b o@sbEYYMgds 396 ImbgMbs. Mo
ool bogdomoggemmb 3mdndgdb sbgzg dgo-
Bymdabagl, Hm3 2018 Brmob bsd8momdn, 3qbm-
b0l goMdgdm 80bobgzgds 3mBmbagszagda dgo-
(339, 3060b Lodndomgdal EAH™L 3o 6 g Mo
Logobob sMgmma o Lowznbggdalb (30bg-
bodsgMol 3gogmo godmgmobos. 3abalb Lady-
domgdo bogamamome modom Ro@ofMms, Moms
gobgmmo 6ogmal smdmhgbol d93mbggzeda ab

3030MO® ©573SMS0.

363698 o 3gdmbzgggol sbsmabo: msds-
®dgbo

»0d56Msdgbo Jomod (3b0bgomol RMommm-
qooom 3gdsmg 3oMzgma bmggmos. (ab. bn@.
6). UNOSAT-ob Lo@gmogao  go@smgdoom
domgdamo  gs3mbabymgdgdol  dggobgdob
(UNOSAT 2008a, 2008b) dgmaasm ,(360635emal
Rommgomnm 8 dsty modscdgbdn ©sbo-
2bgdmn d9bmdgdall yggmoedy 3980 GMomeg-
bmdos, by 177 @obasbgdeemo d9bmds”. 136
dgbmds mssbamogl, 47 30 8dodge @obnsbws,
53 bmgggmdo s@bgdymo dgbmdgdal 51%-b
dgoagbl. Human Rights Watch-o (HRW 2009:
131) LodAdmemm 8mddggdgdal dgdmgg dode-
B3ndomommo dofM(330bs o Jgbmdgdall gowe-
B30L 3mB3g aobws.

2009 63@[) ob@mﬁn‘ggm bchme anacga-
dofge  Lagbmgmgdgmo  3m@3nbgdo  8dgbwo
(BmRsbL 39-7 o 39-8 LyyMomagdol FoMmgzgbs
aboﬁgb). <656L ,,ambdmgbdo“ ooM7g39L (o%Gn—
oo 2020).

™30l 3939, Google Earth-ob bLo@gmo@g o
a0dmbobamgdgdol  Loggdzgmdy  LEoGNAb
33@™MMgd3s adabE ML, ®m3d 2014 Bemob
22 356 Lo o 2014 Bemal 7 6mgddg®mb dmeab
39M0m@dn 53565d963s bLEmma bacgzs gobo-
3o©s (Jggdmom ab. bym. 6,7,8), onde, sbom
5339630 853039 gdmmo 0bgm@ds30000 babe-
gmom g5056MRs (sg3300960 2018). cr@azo go-
M0l bogomoggmmmb gmmzbaem 3mdnBgéb ogo-
»dbamgzgmgdds dosbmegl 0bgm@dszns, HmI
3005863560 Lobmgdo, Hm3mgdo ©mgdoy
d9dmERgboemns, @obmdGMamons; bageMamome,
domo gdmb@ogo nggadgds.

2008 Bemob LadGdmenm dmddgwgdgdsdwmy,
®53565dg6dn 0356y doRsdemals IqDgndo dg-
dotgmds. Indgymda  asbmogbgdmmos  bab-
mdn, Gmdgmdai  bmzOmdes  asdmhgbaemo
JoGmggmo 86gMamn ©s Lodmasm dmmgsby
03569 doRedgma (89-18-19 LL). Fubgndalb me-
653363 gdal o gdoom, 1997 Bgemb dgbmds ©e-
0dm3ds o dmngf sbnobrs, m30bal domsbo
30 ©o0bas. 2001-2003 Brmgddo bsgs@mggmmb
3@ acab LsdobobG®mm3 Fnbgmdo sememanbs
5 bgmobms asblbbs, dogmad 2008 Bemob bLe-
m3ofn 3mgd8ggdgdol dgmgasm Jgbmds o
0 R¥EYEo JNgIEes JoRIz YBO™ ©D0s-
bs (3mmgdoal ggogmofigds o6 dmdbrsms
3Mbgxmad@ob LEMoga §gd3nm gbgsmsgab
a0dm). UNOSAT-0b Lo@gmo@aco gopsmgdom
domgdamo  g88mbabamgdgdal  dggsebgdsedo
(2008¢) ombndbyemos: ,ID2: 0gsbg dsoRsdemals
dnbgmda (3g-19 b.) 09356536d0n. A@ommygm
Bobomol LabyMagol Logofommm obsbgds
(obod LB gdgmas). 8 308gdatyg dgbmds ©s-
ba®gmmos/dmog®  sDasbgdymoas”.  Google
Earth-oo docmgdnem LG gmoGn® 3odmbabmmg-
398%g Robl, Bm3 dgbmds 2010 Bemabogal bsbo-
mmdmog Radmaba@s (L. 9), Gog dgbodmmos
2008 Bgemb LadGdmemm 3mddgmgdgdol G™L
domgdamo  bagoMmomom ©abnsbgdol dgogan
04m. 9BO™M a300b0gmn 3odmbabymgdgdowsb
06133939, ®m3 d9bmdab LadbGgma Bobamoa d4-
mEmdgMoo ©ssbamngl, 2019 Bgmb gomamg-
e a08mbabmgdado (by@. 10) 30 RMomm-
gm0 6360w Red8mba@gemmos.



b, 6: msdomadgbo, Maxar-ob 2007 Eenols
26 0gapobb gororgdger bodgmodg®

a0dmbobamagde by Google Earth-ob d9dzgmdoom

A Sfamaresheni

N 1

boy@. 7: oodo@oadgbo, Maxar-ob 2010 Benols
19 mg§mddg&b gowomgdaen boBgerodam
a0dmbobamgdsdg Google Earth-sb. sbogmo
bozbmgmgdgma mdsbo (,8mbzmabz0°)
dwgdomgmadl dom36603.

by, 8: 0odomsodybn, CNES/Airbus-ob 2019

Eemolb 16 03emoblb go@omgdaemn godmbobaemagds
Google Earth-s6. (3968 ®do dmhsbl, Gmd

ymagoen bazbmgmgdgen mds6do bobemgdo
©@bg @y emno.
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3mb3Mg@mmo d58mbgggal sboemado: gMmgrgo

9fge30 ob@mEogm Bystimgddo 39-8 Lo-
Mm30b0sb ablLgbogds. ngo oo o 3o@oMo
m0sbgol bgmdob goowgbo bmggeoes. dsbdo
2008 Bemolb m3sdg 1,000 mgobo Labemmdws.
3ob3gEnom go3M(39mgdyma obmagbo abgm-
M3s3000 (sgg3nocn 2020), gMgozcmob bage-
3Loy®gmal 3mBymdal Lodydom Fndwnbatg-
ML (bogofomome 3ol Abgmal Jmagmmds
0930656bgdL). ™3s3ry, Lmgmalb dmbabermgmds
bogomommme Bobosmdogamdsl mBggms Lgde-
Mo@ob@m bodbgoMm oxanxrgdgdl; gfomo
20a0mmdMog0  obGmMagmbabs s 93gedowm
©g360m0 o bagdoMmmggmmb bbgs Hgaombgdda
3zbmgMgda Medgbndg gMgozgmal oddom,
Bogogboy®gmalb dmbymds ghomgget mabgsbe

Image © 2020 Maxaiiee

s dnMnbdogdsl 3go3L (sg3(30099M0 2020; moo
Lodmasmgds LagsGmggmm 2009).

306360980 dgdmbgggol sbomabo: motals
dmbabiggtho

o060l 80’)60[)@)3(4)0 doﬁm‘gmo dm@@@ﬁnb
9fo-gcon 93603369cmm3zobgba dggmons, Gm3g-
@o@ >6gdodaddaheo, dgdzgmmden, jgreob
bo@zmmdoms s madnatmon baMbgmgdom
a53mombgzs. 89-13 bamzmbowsb 3g-17 bawmgabe-
3y, 030 ModabxgMmdg gobobmms Jomnggmn
©0gdMmgdabs o 3989980l ogM. dmbabi@gfn
Lodofmggmmdn  ogdamms  sMogfomn M-
bob  Loggemgmmm  badgomagl  Bomdmemagbws.
3395 ogMdommma 399 39b6@bg VI-ab dznmo,
(ﬁmb@)ma 60@)0060330@0. amsob@)aﬁn 8(3063 Bm-

.
-
-
Image © 2020 Higu

Google Earth

7/26/2004 | |atMa2%)51439° lon 43.969325° elev O0m eyealt 74m O

by 9 (Gom36603): 399mdn 2008 gemb s Dosbydab dgdmgg,; dmBsbb Maxar-ob 2010 6enols 1 oo-
b3m0b godmbobaemgds dg Google Earth-ob 89d39mdoom. b, 10 (8o 3603): 3mBgmdo Google Earth-ols
8309mbobyemgdodg, 2019 Bemol 16 0gemabob dogmdsmgmdaon.



dobos s dbmemm gfon gzmgboabs s badmg ;-

mmbasb dgoagds. momdgdo 430b Bogogn Hgmo-
983980, oMol 393 3mo.

UNOSAT-0b ba@gmo@cn gosmgdoo dngmg-
dma g53mbabamagdgdal dgbbagemoam (UNOSAT
2008c Site ID 15) 0asb@Mos, Gm3d mdob mmb
mbabBghn o ©oDnabgdmms, oyde dbemo
030 do@m3gdgmons. Imggzmgemmdsd dmbgdMogn
30Dgbg0000 ©3b0sbgds asbsdammds, Mab go-
3m(3 3mbabgMal dgmatgmds Mobosmsb wo-
M9bEgds. 93mmgbool ggfo s 3gomagdo 3dndy
8gmBoMgmdadns, babmmaegowmsb Bysma gmbaogl
©5 390g8L 5B0sbgdl. ImIs@gdmma Bgbos-
bmdo 3o 3g-14 Loy gMbab 3gmol Ibs@GzHmdal
5b0bgdL.

nbamo ©s JoMmommo boobgmmBszom bys-
Gmgdol dobgogoo (Blagovest-info 2015; Gruzija
Online 2015), 2008 bgenl 3mbBLgGgs300L HLbIs
9dL3gME3s Jgobbogms gMgbzgda: abobo ,oMs-
©530330gmagzamagdgem  Jpamdsgmdado  aym,
500856 &odMab babymagasb bysmo gmbsogws,
Lomgdagol gbs s3mdnMm3mmoa oym, 3goeab
Ladomyg Bymds 30 domgodal g3gbosb wo(so-
mgdamo aym. [Aggb] LadbGHgm mbgmol 3me-
&b baBababGMmmb Bamgmoanbgo Mg3m38g-
brs30d gMgbygdol Mgboegmaznol dgbobgd®.
93mIgbszns obggg dggbgdmes Labymagal
gb&ogMoznobe s Mg3mbbEmndiosl o be-
3mbLgMgaom  Ladydomb. sbggg ImMIDowwos
BMgbggdol MgLGegMo300lb 3MmaMmads. oyy-
339, ©ox30bs6LYdAL Bogmgdmdal gsdm Lody-
dom 396 aobbmM30gmes. 2009 Bgemb Hbgmab
3099035 ,3m3LMImenb 3008 3Moges” (2009) go-
3mag39946s 0bgmMda30s, MMImalb cmsbobdog,
dcsgamo Bemal 3980 g3egbosda Bbabaymgds
smEas. 08 MHmb of dygmeds dgMds dnsbndbo
ba3Mamgddyg, Lonwsbsi 63080L Bysemo Rawo-
mEd dgbmdado s ©abnsbgdsl 0bgggms. 856
8M9b3900L BmGMgdo gosnmm ©s dogomams
093065 ©ab0sbgdady, GmIgmo FMgbigdds
daenm bado ogolb gob3sgmmdeda aobo(zos.
2012 Bgemb dmbamobggdds gobdnbrgl g3mgbos
©5 daobo dgdmasmgbo ©s 3owg3g gMmbgem dog-

@00, ®™3 bagnm agm g3emgboab babymagal

393997905, 3gEEgdo ©8dDoGmn nym, gMgb-
3900 30 Dosbwgdmes (Yuga.ru 2012).

2015 Bemob 0gmobidn, Gabgmol sbomo 533g-
dab booggb@mgdols (Sputnik 2015a, 2015b) (56m-
dom, motnl dmbsbggida 1bgdstimgm badmdom-
900 Ro@ommos: 1Loddgbgdmmm 3m33s60s ,Mon@n“-b
339m0g3035(300bd s mn(396D00l 53 Jmby F4-
dqd8s ,860d369mm3bo @asDsbgL* Mdzgmabo
39©mab dmbs@mmmds s mdolb 3mbobymdswm
39-17 Loy 3mbab LB M35dML J3qdn godmaygbab.
abamo 838980L (36mdom, 3MmE el badobobd)-
3 badmdomgdo dgohgms Mmbgomab Labgmmmaby-
o, (3mbgm-badg3bngm s MabBezMaznals
(396@®0b bgemddmgabgmal, mgbmagmals, Bng ©e-
Basbgdab bamabbal dgggebgdedrg (Sputnik 2015¢).
mgbmgmed bagsGanome gomsesd bows 3md3sbonl
3mdgd0, HmMAmgdbaz oD0sbgdal godmbbmegds
05935om; Mgb@ogfaz0s mmgbmgmal 335360
9339653098000, 3MEEBMalb bsdabobBM™UL
3Mb&MMmom Bomndstims (Sputnik 2015d). G-
amz 2015-16 Bemgddo 4 g3emgboab Mgb@egme-
(3000 3GmMa M3l GoMamgddn gMom-g&om dyamby
Lodmdomb Ro@atgdabsl, 3 3gdmbggzedoy be-
8060b@mmI g3magboady LoMgdmb@m badymdomb
Ro@omgdal maymgds 3m33sb0sl 393qdals aowme-
3bogd0b 353mga o badndamgdal bgwsdbgwsy-
mdab 3oMmdao dob(gs. 9330, UFKo gomnb
bogomoggenmb gemzbmends 3030898 mbgonl
Lobgm3bogm Losggb@mb s6mbBadymo Bystimwab
dmoadmgs 2016 Beoob ggn@mygda, Gm3egda(s 8scn
0bgzm@3s(300m, sbobaglb ,LonbggbBoznm 3Mma-
60300 gofmamqddn d0dnbatg LabyMogal Lamg-
mb@m Loddomgdl”. gm@mgdom (Bog., bym. 11
5 12) anbmgds sGs@Mamaz09mn dobomgdol,
300 dmtMob (39896@0bL, 068 gbbonmew godmyg-
6gds, M3 dsRJeMgdL Boggdmdol dg3mamd we-
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1.0 Introduction

Armed conflict broke out in Georgia in the 1990s,
after which Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali region
(so-called) South Ossetia, declared independence.
Following a second outbreak of fighting in 2008, their
independence was recognised by Russia. To this day,
Russia is supporting both regions economically and
militarily. Damage to cultural heritage happened on
both occasions and still continues today. However,
although several organisations have carried out
human rights assessments and monitoring missions,
(for example, Amnesty International 2008; HRW
2009; IHFFMCG 2009; Open Society Georgia
Foundation 2009; Amnesty International 2010),
there is little information on the specific effects
on cultural heritage, or the specific application of

international humanitarian law relating to cultural
heritage.

There is international consensus that the 2008 war
was an international armed conflict as the fighting
occurred between Russia and Georgia. Whether
Russia’s continuous influence in the regions of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia! equates to occupation
(under international law) is a much more complex
question, and there is no determinative international
consensus (see the ICRC (2009) and RULAC (2019)
for more details). However, the ICC Pre-Trial
Chamber stated that “there is sufficient indication
that the Russian Federation exercised overall control
over the South Ossetian forces” during fighting,
and that there was “Russian occupation of parts of
Georgian territory, in particular the “buffer zone”,
until at least 10 October 20[0]8*” (ICC 2016: 13).

' The name South Ossetia is contested; it is dependent on rec-
ognition (or not) of the independence of the area. The authors
use it here for convenience to identify the area under discus-
sion, rather than as recognition of its independence.

2The report states 2018; we believe this is a typo as the report
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Statements by multilateral organisations, including
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, the European
Commission and its President, the Council of Europe,
the Baltic Assembly, the European Parliament, the
European Union Delegation to Europe, NATO and
others', use the term “occupation”, indicating at
least some level of international political consensus
that the occupation has continued since 2008. The
judgement delivered by the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR) in January 2021 asserted
(Civil.ge 2021) that since August 12, 2008, Russia
has exercised continued “effective control” over
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Both
regions are heavily reliant on Russia for military and
financial support, more than half the government staff
are from Russia, and Russia supplies approximately
99% of South Ossetia’s financial budget (RULAC
2019).

Cultural heritage damage in conflict has been
prosecuted alongside other war crimes at the International
Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and
the International Criminal Court (ICC), and in national
courts — for example, Iraqi courts successfully prosecuted
ISIS members for the destruction of the Mosul Museum
(Mostafa 2017). The UNESCO Military Manual (O’Keefe
et al. 2016: 4) notes cultural heritage damage may also
constitute part of a case for crimes against humanity. 2017
saw the first UN Security Council Resolution (2347)
exclusively dedicated to cultural heritage damage. The UN
Special Rapporteur in the Field of Cultural Rights, Karima
Bennoune, has also described the intentional destruction
of cultural heritage — whether in or out of conflict — as a
violation of cultural rights (Bennoune 2016).

The NGO Georgian National Committee of the Blue
Shield (GNCBS)? and the UNESCO Chair in Cultural
Property Protection and Peace team at Newcastle
University, England, were awarded a grant from the

was published in 2016, and it states its mandate was an inves-
tigation until 10 October 2008.

'GNCBS has collated more than 50 statements by these or-
ganisations. A complete list will be annexed to the full report,
or can be made available immediately on request.

2 The Blue Shield is an international network of committees
that is “committed to the protection of the world’s cultural
property, and is concerned with the protection of cultural and
natural heritage, tangible and intangible, in the event of armed
conflict, natural- or human-made disaster.” (Article 2.1, Blue
Shield Statutes 2016). Available at: https://theblueshield.org/
about-us/what-is-blue-shield/ [Accessed: 24/07/20220]

The website of the GNCBS is available at: https://blueshield.

ge/?page_id=4959&lang=en

Economic and Social Research Council, Impact
Acceleration Account® via Newcastle University. The
authors aimed to investigate the damage which occurred
to cultural heritage during the 2008 war and afterwards,
in light of the primary piece of international legislation
designed to regulate the protection of cultural heritage
in conflict — the UNESCO 1954 Hague Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of
Armed Conflict and its two Protocols (1954, 1999),
applicable during situations of conflict and occupation,
and the 1977 Additional Protocol 1 to the 1949 Geneva
Conventions. Within this context, this article presents
the team’s preliminary results, specifically in the
Tskhinvali Region (South Ossetia). These results are
being fed into a website* featuring an interactive map
of cultural heritage sites of the region, and a full report
of all findings.

2.0 Methodology

The investigation compiles information from
various sources including published reports from
and interviews with: governmental agencies in
Georgia, NGOs, foreign missions, and (anonymised)
individuals who have crossed the administrative
boundary line into South Ossetia. A comprehensive
media review was carried out in both Russian and
Georgian. Lastly, the United Nations Satellite Imagery
assessment team (UNOSAT) analysed damage in
August and September 2008° following the fighting,
including some cultural heritage sites. The authors are
reviewing, updating, and where possible expanding,
UNOSAT’s results over the last 12 years using freely
available satellite imagery on Google Earth. This
analysis is ongoing, and only preliminary findings,
exemplified via case studies, are presented here.

3.0 Cultural heritage law in conflict

Several areas of international humanitarian law

3[Grant Ref: ES/M500513/1, Newcastle University].
4www.occupiedtskhinvali.blueshield.ge

> Their damage assessments were conducted using World-
View-1 Satellite Imagery recorded on 19 August 2008 at a
spatial resolution of 50cm; Formosat-2 satellite imagery re-
corded 19 August 2008 at a spatial resolution of 2m; Worl-
dView-1 Satellite Imagery recorded on 10 August 2008 at a
spatial resolution of 50cm and IKONOS satellite imagery re-
corded 10 August 2008, resolution unspecified.



(IHL) are relevant in the conflict. Both Russia and
Georgia have ratified/acceded to (respectively) the
Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954HC),
its 1954 First Protocol, and 1977 Additional Protocol
1; neither had signed the 1999 Second Protocol
(although Georgia since signed it in 2010). Given
Russia’s claimed financial and logistical support for
heritage, the authors explore the implications of the
1954HC as relating to conflict and occupation.

According to the 1954HC, before conflict states
should prepare to protect cultural property, including
providing appropriate civil and military training
(1954HC, articles 2,3,7). During conflict they should
(subject to military necessity): avoid use of cultural
property; refrain from acts of hostility against it
(bounded within the wider laws of armed conflict,
which also prohibit excessive collateral damage);
prevent looting (1954HC article 4); and support

¥ Image ©2020 CNES I Airbus

the competent civilian authorities in protecting
cultural property if required (1954HC article 7).
Geneva Protocols Additional Protocol 1 (1977) also
specifically protects historic monuments and places
of worship (irrespective of their age) from attack
(article 53).

Occupying states shall: support the competent
authorities of the state party in protecting cultural
property if required; preserve cultural property in
occupied territory that may have been damaged
by military operations if the competent national
authorities are unable to take such measures
(1954HC article 5); prevent looting of cultural
property from the occupied territory (1954HC
article 4), and prevent its export (1954HC
First Protocol article 1); take any such cultural
property exported from the occupied territory
that enters its territory into custody, and return it
at the close of hostilities (1954HC First Protocol
articles 2, 3).

Google Earth

lat 42.351988° lon 43.8536682 elev. .0 m eye alt. 30.38 km

Figure 1 — focus of the preliminary results: the Didi Liakhvi, Patara Liakhvi, and Frone river valleys.

Village Sites: 1. Kvemo (Lower) Acahebti; 2. Zemo (Upper) Achabeti; 3. Argvitsi; 4. Atsriskhevi; 5. Berula; 6. Disevi;
7. Dzartsemi; 8. Eredvi; 9. Kekhvi; 10. Kheiti; 11. Kemerti; 12. Ksuisi; 13. Kurta; 14. Nuli; 15. Prisi; 16. Satskheneti;
17. Sveri; 18. Tamarasheni; 19. Tiri Monastery; 20. Tsunari; 21. Vanati; 22. Kvemo (Lower) Zonkari. Maxar image via

Google Earth.
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4.0 Results

Assessment so far has focussed on the Didi Liakhvi,
Patara Liakhvi and Frone river valleys (see figure 1).

Assessment shows that damage has occurred
to all aspects of cultural heritage in the affected
areas: movable, immovable, and intangible. Article
1 of the 1954HC gives a broad list of examples
of cultural property protected under it. In the
studied region, this includes churches with reliefs,
inscriptions, wall paintings, interior structures;
historic buildings; ruins and archaeological sites;
and museums and their collections. However,
cultural property is only a subset of cultural
heritage, which includes the intangible elements of
heritage. Authors note the loss to the people who
were forced to flee their homes, thus abandoning
their traditional lifestyle and cultural practices;
however, for constraints of space, the article does
not focus on that here.

Damage observed or reported falls into the
following broad categories:

4.1 Damage during fighting;

4.2 Post-conflict damage relating to land-use;

4.3 Post-conflict damage resulting from neglect
and/or (un)authorised works (conservation and
other);

4.4 Damage to moveable cultural property.

4.1 Damage during the fighting

UNOSAT satellite imagery analysis, interviews
by organisations like Human Rights Watch (HRW
2009), and the authors’ own follow-up analysis
via Google Earth satellite imagery, indicated air
strikes caused heavy damage during the 2008
fighting, although few cultural buildings were
hit. One example is the 18-19" century Archangel
Church at Kheiti, which had been restored by the
Georgian Ministry of Culture in 2006. According
to eyewitnesses interviewed by GNCBS, the
dome of the church and the belfry were damaged
during shelling on 12" of August 2008. UNOSAT’s
satellite imagery assessment (2008c) reported
“ID:1. Archangel Church in Kheiti (XIX c.) Severe
Damages to south-western section of building”(sic).

Figure 2: Archangel Church, Kheiti, 2017. The
dome, belfry and roof were damaged in the fighting
in August 2008. © Blue Shield Georgia, 2020.

Unlike the rest of the village; the church was not
bulldozed and is still visible on the most recent
Google Earth imagery dated 21 October 2019.
Photos supplied to GNCBS show that the war
damage was not repaired (figure 2).

4.2 Post-conflict damage relating to land use

However, the 2008 fighting was followed by a
systematic campaign of bombing and burning of
many ethnic Georgian historic villages (Mepisashvili
and Tsintsadze 1975), and their subsequent partial
or total demolition and clearance (mostly in 2014,
according to satellite imagery available via Google
Earth). Geographical names (villages, rivers, and
valleys) are being changed, translated into Ossetian



or the Georgian names are being changed by adding
or omitting a letter; where that has occurred, the
authors note both names in this article’.

This pattern was recorded at the following
historic villages (see figure 1):

e Zemo (Upper) Achabeti — burned and
mostly cleared;

e Kvemo (Lower) Achabeti — burned and
completely cleared;

e Argvitsi (now called Argvisi) — burned and
slightly cleared,;

e Avnevi (now called Awnew) — burned;

e Berula — heavy damage from fighting, now
mostly ruined;

¢ Disevi — burned and partially cleared;

e Dzartsemi—heavy damage during or shortly
after the fighting, completely cleared;

e Eredvi — burned and cleared (excepting the
cemetery);

e Kekhvi — burned and almost completely
cleared;

e Kemerti — burned and almost completely
cleared;

e Kheiti — burned and almost completely
cleared

e Ksuisi — burned and damaged (see below);

e Kurta — heavy damage from fighting, then
cleared;

e Nuli (now called Nul) — burned, and a few
houses demolished;

e Prisi — the Georgian side was burned, no
evidence of bulldozing;

! The four volumes of “History of Shida Kartli” by Tsira Dadi-
anidze (published between 2002 and 2007) is being translated
into Russian and Ossetian. The book is based on research ma-
terials and (monument IDs — passports) gathered through field-
work undertaken by the Georgian National Monuments Protec-
tion Board between 1981 and 1986. The new Russo-Ossetian
translation will contain new Ossetian toponyms with the orig-
inal, Georgian names mentioned in brackets. In addition, the
first volume of the Russo-Ossetian series “South Ossetian top-
onyms” has already been published; the remaining two books
are underway. The first volume “The Java District” contains
changed names of not only churches, but of all other geograph-
ical points: villages, settlements, rivers, valleys, roads and so
on. Sometimes Georgian names are simply translated into Osse-
tian, sometimes new letters are added to or subtracted from the
name. In other cases, the names have been completely changed.

e Satskheneti (now called Satskhenet) —
burned in 2008,;

e Sveri — damaged in 2008;

e Tamarasheni — burned and cleared;

e Vanati (now called Wanat) — burned in 2008;

e Kvemo (Lower) Zonkari — demolished to
the foundations.

Following the partial or total clearance of the
villages, the land has been used for various purposes,
including military, farming, landfill, and modern
housing developments.

More than 20 villages now have military
facilities (ranging from large garrison bases, to
probable small patrol bases / logistics sites) where
they used to be, or adjacent to them. In 2010 Russia
signed an agreement assuming full responsibility
for the protection of South Ossetia; most of the
facilities in the area are Russian. Several of these
are located in very close proximity to historic sites,
thus, potentially, putting their protection at risk.
Some historic villages have been entirely cleared
to make way for military facilities. The shooting
range of the Russian Federation’s 4th base is located
where Dzartsemi, for example, used to be (Ministry
of Defence of the Russian Federation 2015), and
sequential satellite imagery analysis (via Google
Earth) indicates the military area expanded across
the area following the clearance of Dzartsemi
(and several other) villages. These military ranges
are sometimes located near to surviving historic
buildings which may place them at direct risk from
military activity, indirect risk if the compound is
targeted in conflict, or as the buildings are neglected,
the increased vibration from heavy military vehicles
explosions may also threaten the structures. The
type of damage caused by military targeting can be
clearly seen at Ksuisi, a more recent village, (see
figure 3) where the ruins of the Georgian houses
appear to have been used for military practice.

A note on Churches

In almost all cases, the sole exception to the
partial or total demolition was the churches, which
have been largely left untouched (albeit unused, and
likely suffering from the effects of neglect); in many
villages the church can still be located on satellite
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Figure 3: Destroyed houses at Ksuisi village, visible on CNES/Airbus satellite imagery dated 11 October

2018 via Google Earth. The damage pattern is consistent with an explosion.

imagery. However, in at least one case (the Kashueti
Church at Kaulaant District, Kemerti), although the
church was the sole surviving building, now it has
been numbered like other buildings in the region
that are being prepared for demolition (see figure 4).
Some churches are also located by the new military
compounds, visible most clearly at Disevi (figure 5).
Dzelitskhoveli Church is 120m from the southeast
corner of the military compound, and Kulbiti Mother
of God Church is less than 200m from the south wall,
placing them at risk.

4.3 Post-conflict damage from neglect and (un)
authorised conservation

According to the so-called South Ossetian
Ministry of Culture, by 2015 more than 250
registered monuments required conservation
(Sputnik 2015c¢); however, budgetary constraints

allowed conservation of only 4 sites in the 2015-
16 program, and a further 10 were planned in the
2017-18 program (Byazrova 2017). Work should
be conducted under the supervision of heritage
specialists (as required by both Georgian and
the so-called Ossetian law); however, the South
Ossetian Minister of Culture reported a critical
lack of such specialists (SIA “RES” 2016).

In addition, the slow pace of the program
meant that, in many cases, people took matters into
their own hands, hiring workers with no heritage
restoration knowledge, who caused damage
using inappropriate materials. For example,
according to a 2014 news report (SIA “RES”
2014), a foundation called “Kurdalagon” (for
the development and restoration of architectural
monuments), owned by a local businessman,



Figure 4: Kashueti Church

at Kaulaant District, Kemeti.
The building is labelled with
the number 658: it is expected
that the church will probably
be demolished. © Blue Shield

Georgia, 2020.

Figure 5: The churches of Disevi
(marked with white arrows), next
to a military facility (marked in

a red square), on CNES/Airbus
satellite image dated 11 October
2018 via Google Earth. Red circles
indicate examples of houses which
have been demolished since 2013.
The close up shows a destroyed
building (top) and possible rubble
at the base of a building that may
indicate impact damage.

L. 2
A .‘———_DISGVI
} Disevi: Dzelltskhovell Church
R T Gy - o A o

»

0 -
Disevi:;Kulbits:Mother of*God Chureh

)

Google Earth

2000/e
NES //Airbus




68

rented the Zemo (Upper) Achabeti Fortress
from the the so-called Division for Protection
of Monuments of the Ministry of Culture. They
planned to start the reconstruction of this site, and
held a public ceremony dedicated to laying the
foundation stone for the project; reports indicated
a number of workshops were already underway,
such as cutting stone, metalwork and other crafts.
Construction workers were employed, assisted
by local schoolchildren, and the eastern wall
was partially rebuilt: there are no reports of the
involvement of any heritage professionals in the
work. However, eyewitnesses reported to the
authors that the works were halted by the the
so-called South Ossetian Monuments’ Protection
service. No new works have been undertaken to
restore the fortress.

Eyewitnesses have also reported to the team
that even if works were ‘authorised’, Russian-style
decoration has frequently replaced the original
Georgian style. For example, at the 14" century
Church of the Nativity of the Holy Virgin in Tsunari,
now called Khetagurovo, newspapers reported
(Bestaeva 2019; SIA “RES” 2018) rehabilitation
works began on the church in early Summer 2018.
The roof tiles were replaced to fix leaks; the lower
tiers (presumably of the walls) were fixed with
concrete; the windows and doors of the church
were renovated, and the yard was to be repaved.
The Alanian Diocese financed the works, which
were authorised by the so-called Department for the
Protection of Monuments and Cultural Heritage of
the Ministry of Culture of South Ossetia. It is unclear
whether the reconstruction firm had any experience
in heritage reconstruction, but since concrete was
apparently used, it is unlikely. An eyewitness also
reported to GNCBS that the interior of the altar apse
was covered with Russian style wall painting, and the
old stone templan with reliefs, (which would be left
unpainted in the Georgian architectural tradition), has
been painted in pink and white. The authors gathered
similar reports from at least 3 other churches.

4.4 Damage to moveable cultural property
The conflict has also affected the region’s
moveable cultural property, and the buildings which

store it. GNCBS received reports of looting in the
area, which could not be confirmed. From 2010 to
2018, our source received reports of groups of people
with metal detectors visiting sites in Atsriskhevi,
Disevi, Dzartsemi, Kulbiti, Kekhvi Fortress, and
Sveri and the surrounding area, particularly north
west from the wooden church that was burnt during
the war. The people specifically visit historical sites
and areas where they have information on the location
of buried archaeological sites. A staff member at
the Georgian National Museum also unofficially
reported to GNCBS that people sometimes bring the
museum staff objects for value assessment and / or
to enquire if the museum will purchase them, but the
staff strongly suspect many objects were looted from
illegal excavations in the region. Our assessment in

this area is ongoing.

The regional museums of the Tskhinvali Region
have suffered during and following the conflicts.
The Tskhinvali Local History Museum building and
the Ivane Machabeli Museum (located in a historic
building) were both damaged in fighting in the 1990s
and in 2008, and Vaso Abajev House Museum and
the Didi Liakhvi Gorge Museum Reserve Office
were damaged in 2008.

The collections of the Tskhinvali Museum and
the Kosta Khetagurov House-Museum were taken
to Vladikavkaz, in the Republic of North Ossectia,
Russia, in the early 1990s, and only recently returned
following Russian investment in the Tskhinvali
Museum building (SIA “RES” 2016), now the State
Museum of South Ossetia. According to Ossetian press
coverage, the museum’s revised role is to tell the story
of South Ossetia through its contents and exhibitions
(Biazarti 2019). Conversely, according to satellite
imagery viewed through Google Earth, both the Ivane
Machabeli House-Museum and the Didi Liakhvi Valleg
Museum Reserve Office were partially or completely
bulldozed in 2014.

The Akhalgori Museum was opened in 1982, and
is located in the listed 16th century Ksani Eristavi
(noble family) Residence. It is the only museum that



was not damaged or closed, but today suffers from
serious neglect, threatening the contents. A staff
member there reported to GNCBS that the building
needs a new roof, placing the artifacts kept there
under threat, and that the artifacts were to be moved
to the new Museum of Tskhinvali, but the latter is
unconfirmed. They also informed GNCBS that in the
winter of 2018, underground communications were
replaced around the building and during the digging,
a 6-metre wide early middle ages fortress wall was
revealed. All the digging apparently took place at
night to easily conceal if something valuable was
discovered.

Case Study: Tamarasheni

Tamarasheni is the first village north of the town
of Tskhinvali (see figure 6). UNOSAT’s satellite
imagery assessment (UNOSAT 2008a, 2008b)
reported “Heaviest concentration of building
damages in the town of Tamarasheni north of
Tskhinvali, with a total of 177 affected buildings”.
136 buildings were destroyed and 47 were severely
damaged comprising 51% of the village. Human
Rights Watch (HRW 2009: 131) witnessed the
deliberate looting and burning of the village
following the fighting.

Apartment blocks were built in 2009 adjacent to
the location of the historic village (visible on the right
of figures 7 and 8), and the area has been renamed
“Moskovski” (Moscowian) (Aptsiauri 2020).

After the war, using satellite imagery available
via Google Earth, the authors confirmed the almost
complete demolition of Tamarasheni occurred
between 22 March 2014 and 7 November 2014
(figures 6, 7, 8 below), although, a news report
indicates the cemetery has survived (Aptsiauri
2018). Witnesses informed GNCBS that any burnt
houses which are still standing are labelled with
numbers; this is thought to be in preparation for their
demolition.

Before the 2008 fighting, the Ivane Machabeli
Museum was located in Tamarasheni. This was the
house of a prominent Georgian writer and public
figure — Ivane Machabeli (18th-19th centuries) —
which later was turned into a museum. According to

museum staff it was heavily bombed and damaged in
1997, which destroyed the wine cellar. In 2001-03 the
museum was repaired and reopened by the Ministry
of Culture of Georgia, but fighting in 2008 resulted in
further damage to the building and collection (which
had yet not been evacuated due to the unexpected
speed with which the conflict escalated). UNOSAT’s
satellite imagery assessment (2008c) records “ID2:
Ivane Machabeli Museum (XIX c.) in Tamarasheni.
Possible damage to roof of northern section
(uncertain). 8 adjacent buildings destroyed / severely
damaged.” Satellite imagery viewed through Google
Earth the building had partially collapsed by 2010
(figure 9), perhaps because of the possible damage
sustained in the fighting in 2008. Later images
indicate that the southern part of the building was
bulldozed, and, in an image taken in 2019 (figure
10), the northern part remains in a highly ruined
condition.

Case Study: Eredvi

Eredvi is mentioned in historic sources as early
as the 8th century; it was the largest village in the
Large and Small Liakhvi river valleys, and was
inhabited by 1,000 families until the 2008 war.
The latest news report (Aptsiauri 2020) indicated
a landfill is being built at Eredvi (apparently
funded by the Russian Government). Before the
war, the residents apparently resisted separatist
military groups; one local historian and some
former local residents (who are now displaced
into Georgia) are reported to feel that the creation
of the landfill there is a form of punishment and
revenge (Aptsiauri 2020; Open Society Georgia
Foundation 2009).

Case Study: Tiri Monastery

Tiri Monastery is one of the most prominent
monuments of Georgian culture, distinguished by
its architecture, ornamentation, wall paintings,
and lapidary inscriptions, which were constantly
renewed throughout the 13th to 17th centuries by
Georgian noblemen and kings. It has been used
as a crypt for many noble families of Georgia
and the son of King Vakhtang the 6th, Rostom
Batonishvili, is buried in the main church. The
monastery is small, only one church with a bell
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Figure 6: Tamarasheni, on Maxar satellite im-
age dated 26 July 2007, from Google Earth.

Figure 7: Tamarasheni, on Maxar satellite im-
age dated 19 October 2010, from Google Earth.
The new housing area (Moskovski) is located
on the left.

Figure 8: Site of Tamarasheni, on CNES/Air-
bus satellite image dated 16 July 2019, from
Google Earth. The demolition of the area of the
former houses can be seen in the centre of the
image.



tower. Windows and doors are decorated with
elaborate stone carvings.

UNOSAT’s satellite imagery assessment (UNOS-
AT 2008¢ Site ID 15) confirmed that no damage was
suffered by the monastery during the war, but today it
is deserted. However, neglect has resulted in damage
from natural causes and the condition of the monastery
is slowly worsening. The ceilings and walls of the
church are dilapidated, and water leaking from the roof
is damaging the walls. The rising humidity threatens
the 14" century wall paintings.

Russian and Georgian news reported (Blagovest-
info 2015; Gruzija Online 2015) that in 2008, a
Russian conservation expert examined the frescoes:
they were in an “unsatisfactory condition as the
roof of the temple was leaking, the paint layer had
swelled, and the masonry was separated from the

Google
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Figure 9 (Ieft): The museum after the damage sustained in 2008, visible on Maxar image dated 1 January
2010 via Google Earth. Figure 10 (right): the museum on CNES/Airbus imagery dated 16 July 2019 via Google

Earth.

plaster. [We] made recommendations to the Ministry
of Culture of South Ossetia on the restoration of
this fresco painting”, as well on the restoration and
reconstruction of the roof, conservation work, and
prepared a program for the restoration of frescoes.
However, no work was done due to lack of funding.
In 2009, Russian newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda
(2009) reported that services were renewed in the
church after many years. The (then) resident monk
reported cracks that let the rain in, causing damage,
and photographed the frescoes, reporting visible
deterioration over a three-month period. In 2012
volunteers cleaned the church and its surroundings,
again reporting that the church roof needed repairs,
the walls were cracked, and the wall paintings were
deteriorating (Yuga.ru 2012).

In July 2015, Russian news agencies reported
(Sputnik 2015a, 2015b) that unauthorized works had

.
R
-
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been carried out at Tiri Monastery: a team of unskilled
and unlicensed workers from Uyut construction
firm caused “‘significant damage” to ancient murals
and used stones from the 17th century refectory to
build the fence. News reports indicate that the so-
called Ministry of Culture suspended the work until
Lesovoy, head of the All-Russian Art Scientific and
Restoration Center, could assess the damage (Sputnik
2015c). Lesovoy apparently trained Uyut’s workers,
who were tasked to repair the damage caused;
restoration was completed according to Lesovoy’s
“strict recommendations” and under the control of the
Ministry of Culture (Sputnik 2015d). The Ministry
allowed Uyut to repair the Church, following their
training and with supervision, as one of the sites in
its program of four churches that were restored in
2015-16. However, GNCBS obtained photos from an
anonymised source in an Ossetian state agency dating
to 2016, which they were informed are of the “roof
repair works under state investment programme’.
These photos (for example, figures 11 and 12) show
that non-traditional materials, such as cement, were
liberally used, which will contribute to further
damage of the structure.

Conclusion

Although our analysis is still incomplete, two
aspects are emerging — one relating to the destruction
and use of cultural heritage, and one relating to the
observance of international law during and following
the conflict.

Damage sustained to the region’s cultural heritage
is considerable. Many museums and buildings were
damaged during the war, and many historic ethnic
Georgian villages were cleared within a decade
following it. Buildings which were undamaged in
the fighting are now experiencing significant neglect.
The so-called South Ossetian Ministry of Culture has
openly admitted that they have neither the funding
nor the specialists to adequately conserve them,
resulting in inappropriate restoration and damage,
particularly by religious authorities who want to use
the holy places. However, that restoration (that is,
repair work not in line with international standards)
often appears to align historic buildings more closely

with Russian style religious architecture, rather than
with its original Georgian style. Taken in conjunction
with the closure or destruction of Georgian museums,
the repurposing of the remaining museum to tell a
singularly ‘Ossetian’ narrative, the changing of place
names, and the deliberate destruction and removal of
many historic ethnic Georgian villages, the emerging
picture is one where cultural heritage appears to be
deliberately used to establish a revised narrative,
and to remove the traces of the historic Georgian
presence in the region.

The cultural heritage destruction in the region also
provides insight into the observance of IHL. From
experience of training armed forces!, awareness
of the need to protect religious buildings, required
by the Geneva Conventions Additional Protocol I
(1977), is usually fairly good. While some churches
(Sveri, Nikozi, Kheiti) were damaged during the
fighting, most of the religious buildings the authors
have information for (so far), during the ensuing
burning and clearance of the ethnic Georgian villages,
were left intact. This suggests that the armed forces
operating in the area could either have been aware of
the relevant legal provisions applicable in conflict, or
that churches maintain a special significance in local
consciousness that transcends any possible ethnic
origins of the building.

Awareness of the 1954 Hague Convention
and its First Protocol, on the other hand, appears
much lower. It is noteworthy that every museum
except two were hit in one or both periods of
fighting — although it may be hard to distinguish
historic buildings in urban areas from other
civilian infrastructure, information on the location
of museums is usually easily available, due to
their touristic nature, enabling armed forces to
easily distinguish them from legitimate targets.
All museums are protected under customary
international law in conflict as civilian property,
but also specifically under the 1954HC. The
authors have no evidence that any museum was

! Cunliffe supports military training in cultural property pro-
tection for NATO and the British Army as part of her work
with the Blue Shield.



Figures 11 and 12: Use of cement in the reconstruction and repair work at Tiri Monastery, 2016.
©Blue Shield Georgia.
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used, by either side, for military purposes during
fighting, rendering them illegitimate targets. The
fact that they were hit but not destroyed (and
therefore presumably were collateral damage from
a different strike) implies a lack of awareness
of the provisions of the 1954HC, which would
require their presence to be considered during an
assessment of discrimination and proportionality
in regulating the means and methods of warfare in
their vicinity.

Today, many historic buildings, including muse-
um buildings, have been demolished as whole
villages are cleared or are at significant risk from
neglect, either from deterioration, outright collapse,
or inappropriate restoration. As many international
organisations noted above have suggested, Russia
may be considered an occupying power. It therefore
would have continuing obligations under the 1954HC
to support the competent authorities of the state in
protecting its cultural property, particularly that
damaged by military operations if the authorities are
unable to take such measures. Russia has provided
the majority of the funding for cultural heritage
in the region; this has been channelled into a new
museum building to tell the story of Ossetia, and
the preservation of less than 5% of the monuments
in “state” care. It is widely agreed that heritage
preservation remains underfunded (SIA “RES”
2016, Biazarti 2019) and, as highlighted through the
case studies, the conservation measures are of poor

professional quality.

This article offers a first step in the under-studied
treatment of cultural heritage in the Tskhinvali
region of Georgia during and after the conflict,
and adds to a growing global body of evidence of
the loss of cultural heritage from conflict. It points
to the need for greater awareness amongst armed
forces of their obligations under the 1954HC (the
requirement to “introduce [...] such provisions as
may ensure observance” is laid out in Article 7), but
also to the need for States to adhere. The 1954HC
lays out a dual regime of protection — actions to
be taken in peacetime to enable greater protection

during conflict, and the regulation of conduct during
conflict. Only by adherence to both regimes can
cultural heritage be protected.

We conclude by noting the advances in
international law in the 1999 Second Protocol to the
1954HC, signed by Georgia in 2010 but not Russia.
In particular, Article 9 (1c) requires that “a Party in
occupation of the whole or part of the territory of
another Party shall prohibit and prevent in relation
to the occupied territory: any alteration to, or change
of use of, cultural property which is intended to
conceal or destroy cultural, historical or scientific
evidence.” This clause reflects the experiences of
the international community between 1954 and
1999 and recognition of the high likelihood that
cultural heritage in occupied areas would be used
to rewrite narratives of residence, which are not
on the widespread scale of ethnic cleansing, but
which remain “lesser violations of cultural identity”
(Chamberlain  2013: 138). Although currently
inapplicable as Russia has not signed or ratified
it, the Second Protocol exists as recognition of the
standards of behaviour the international community
feels are appropriate: today more than 80 countries
across the world are signatories, with more pledging
every year, testifying to a growing international
commitment to protect heritage during — and after
— conflict.

“Damage to cultural property belonging to any
people whatsoever means damage to the cultural
heritage of all [huJmankind, since each people makes
its contribution to the culture of the world”.

1954 Hague Convention, Preamble.
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Challenges, Responses and
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INTRODUCTION

I’'m grateful to the George Chubinashvili
National Research Centre for Georgian Art History
and Heritage Preservation and the partners for
raising the topic of protection of cultural heritage
in armed conflicts and under occupation. It is our
common responsibility to safeguard cultural heritage
that represents our nations’ identities and has long
become an integral part of humankind’s legacy.
Morover, as ICCROM forums on postwar recovery
brightly displayed the cultural heritage as a strategy
and a tool plays a leading role in recovery from
armed conflict (Cultural Heritage).

As Ukraine’s Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko
stated at the United Nations Security Council briefing
on the protection of cultural heritage in armed
conflicts, since times of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and
Emer de Vattel, the international community has
developed a wide framework of rules and procedures
to protect cultural property from harm. However, it
continues to remain the object of destruction, looting

and trafficking. The aftermaths of recent and on-
going conflicts in Europe, Eurasia, Central Asia,
Middle East and Africa are still fresh in our memory,
with numerous barbaric acts committed against the
civilization itself (Statement).

Regrettably, the topic of the conference is also
relevant to the situation in my country as the objects
of'its cultural heritage are being damaged, destroyed,
illicitly looted, excavated and subsequently trafficked
out of Ukraine from its occupied territories. Let
me provide some deeper insight into the cultural
heritage protection in times of conflict in Ukraine,
presenting the three on-going cases on EuroMaidan
protests, annexation of Crimea and Russia’s military
intervention in Donbas.

CASE STUDY: THE MAIDAN
Euromaidan began when former Ukrainian
President Viktor Yanukovych rejected a treaty with
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the European Union in November 2013. The peaceful
movement protesting the widespread corruption and
restrictions on human rights and freedoms, turned
into the project of complete renewal of the state and
the system of power, and has received a name of
the Revolution of Dignity. Strategically, the country
turned its back to the communist past and turned its
face toward the civilized countries by launching the
decolonization process.

In January 2014, a number of cultural institutions,
including the National Art Museum, the Kyiv City
Museum, the Parliamentary Library, archives of the
National Academy of Sciences and a large number of
architectural and historic monuments, located in the
downtown of Ukraine’s capital, found themselves at
the epicenter of street battles between the riot police
and protestors. The cultural heritage, as well as the
people became the hostages of the escalating political
standoff (Vaganova). Most cultural property survived
due to DRM strong leadership and capacity. Some, as
the Kyiv City Museum, lost a part of its collections
looted by riot police (Golubock, Romanova).

Itis important to note that the Ukrainian Committee
of the Blue Shield was founded in that ‘winter on fire’
as a public response to the crises. The ICBS Ukraine
and ICOM-Ukraine activists coordinated -efforts
between museums, libraries and archives workers,
members of public organizations and volunteers to
prevent vandalism and looting, provocations and
damage to cultural property in times of mass protests
and violence. They managed to stop a chaotic wave
of damaging the Soviet-era monuments in Kyiv and
helped to clean up storage rooms and evacuate the
Kyiv City Museum collections.

The cultural activists provided 24-hour monitoring
and patrol in the capital’s downtown. They initiated
activity of an expert group to protect cultural property
from looting and vandalism at the official presidential
residence Mezhyhirya and transported its artefacts
for temporary storage in the National Art Museum.
Blue Shield Ukraine was also communicating
with its international colleagues, providing them
with information on the events and getting advice,
expertise, and support.

In January 2014 a few museums and NGOs
launched a joint project — the Maidan Museum
initiative — to preserve artefacts displaying in
different ways the unprecedented movement for
freedom and dignity. Now, it’s a state-run institution
I’'m working in, entitled the National Memorial
Complex to the Heavenly Hundred Heroes and
Revolution of Dignity Museum. It addresses
challenges and possibilities in presenting conflicted
history, healing trauma, cultural heritage protection
in times of crises, provides post-conflict dialogue
and promotes national reconciliation.

CASE STUDY: CRIMEA

After the Revolution of Dignity Ukraine lost its
territorial integrity as Russian Federation annexed
Crimea and was engaged in occupation of Ukraine’s
Eastern regions which were declared by the separatist
Quasi-governments as independent republics in
spring of 2014. Over 13,000 people were killed in
this non-declared hybrid war, and over 1.5 million
people internally displaced from the occupied
Donbas and Crimea.

Ukraine lost all its cultural property on the
peninsula, including the ancient city of Tauric
Chersonese nicknamed the “Ukrainian Pompeii”,
founded in the 5th century B.C., and its Chora in
Sevastopol, which was inscribed to the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 2013. This large classical
archeology site on the Black Sea suffers from
structural damage due to surrounding modern
development (Trehub).

As of January 1, 2014 on the Crimean Peninsula
there were 14,000 cultural monuments, 54 museums,
300,000 museum objects, 6 historical and cultural
reserves. In a short period of time, by the end 0of 2014,
a regulatory framework was issued in the Russian
Federation, which made it possible to intergrate the
Crimean cultural heritage in Russia’s legal field.

2018 UNESCO’s report on the situation in
the annexed Crimea notes gross violations by the
Russian authorities in protecting cultural heritage
in Crimea. According to the Ministry of Temporary
Occupied Territories and Internally Displaced
Persons of Ukraine, the Russian Federation actively
destroys authentic monuments under the guise of



‘conservation works’. For example, the Khan’s
Palace in the city of Bakhchisaray, a 16th century
monument built with Ottoman and Italian influences
that served as the main political, religious, and
cultural center of the Crimean Tatar people during
the reign of the Crimean Khans, is reported to be
destructed. In fact, instead of the conservation work,
this site was simply repaired by a construction team
with no experience on cultural sites, in a manner
that erodes its authenticity and historical value. Its
original oak beams and handmade roof tiles were
replaced, the murals were damaged. This is another
example of how the very identity of the Crimean
Tatars is being threatened.

The destruction of the Mithridates stairs was also
recorded, the fall of the columns in the ancient city
of Panticapacum (now Kerch), as well the collapse
of part of the vault of the southern gate of the Yeni-
Cale fortress because of the intensive car traffic over
the newly constructed Kerch bridge from Russia.
Despite the rules of international law, unsanctioned
archaeological excavations were carried out on
the peninsula and artefacts were exported out
from its territory to Russia and black markets.
From 2014 to 2018, the Ministry of Culture of the
Russian Federation issued more than 90 permits for
archaeological excavations. More than a million
artifacts were excavated during the construction
of the Kerch Bridge connecting the peninsula with
Russia. Crimean Tatars burial grounds and over 90
historical sites were demolished to construct the
Tavrida Highway, which leads to this bridge.

Black archaeologists are a major threat to the
monuments there. For example, in December 2018,
the FSB Federal Security Service of the Russian
Federation branch in Crimea, preventing the illicit
circulation of cultural property, seized and handed
over to the Central Museum of Tauris a collection of
200 artefacts valued at $ 2.0 million.

Crimean artefacts and Ukrainian museum
collections have been transferred to Russia to be
showcased at exhibitions celebrating Russia’s
own cultural heritage. For example, in 2016,
the Tretyakov Gallery in Moscow opened the
Aivazovsky exhibition, which included 38 artworks

from the Aivazovsky Museum in the Crimean town
of Feodosia. In April 2018 “The Golden Horde
and Black Sea. Lessons from the Genghis Empire”
exhibition opened at the Kazan Kremlin Museum
Reserve, featuring a unique exhibit — a stone-carved
framing of a well dated 13th — 14th centuries from
collection of the Yalta Museum of History and
Literature in Crimea.

The ongoing case of the disputed Crimean
Skythian gold artefacts is an interesting example.
The exhibition “The Crimea: Gold and Secrets of
the Black Sea” went on view at the Allard Pierson
Museum in February when Crimea was still part of
Ukraine. The Dutch museum was lent 565 pieces
from four Crimean museums and 19 pieces from
a Kyiv museum for the exhibition. The dispute
between Ukraine and Russia “Where the collection
should be returned” has begun after the annexation
of the peninsula. In December 2016, the District
Court of Amsterdam ruled that all the exhibits should
be transferred to Ukraine, as ‘only sovereign states
can claim cultural heritage’ and the annexation of
the Crimea to Russia had been declared illegal by
the United Nations and other international bodies.
Ukrainian authorities welcomed the decision, but
the Crimean museums soon filed an appeal. The
Amsterdam Court of Appeal postponed the delivery
of the verdict in the case of return of exhibits

from Crimea.

In accordance with the current treaty and
customary international law and national legislation
of Ukraine, all cultural values that have been and
continue to be in the temporarily occupied territory
of the peninsula remain to be Ukrainian. But its
cultural property proceedings are challenging due
to the lack of access to the occupied territory. Thus
Russia has cultural property obligations due to its
status as an occupying power and must take steps to
avoid damage to any cultural property and actively
work with Ukrainian officials to safeguard Ukrainian
heritage. But in reality situation is different.

All this prompted Ukraine to approach joining
the Second Protocol of The Hague Convention. The
Bill on this was issued in April 2020.
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According to Elmira Ablyalimov, a Crimean Tatar
activist and former director of the the Khan’s Palace in
the city of Bakhchisaray, joining the Second Protocol
will make it easier for Ukraine to prove Russia’s
violations of specific norms of international law:
“In particular, the occupying power must prohibit,
prevent and refrain from archaeological excavations,
except when they are required for the preservation of
artifacts. And since 2014, we have been experiencing
a burst of archaeological research conducted by the
Russian Federation on the territory of the occupied
Crimea. Last year [2019] we presented a map of
archaeological destruction in the Crimea — more
than 90 monuments were destroyed as a result of the

construction of the Tavrida Highway (The Hague).

CASE STUDY: DONBAS

The military conflict in Eastern Ukraine since
spring 2014 is another vivid case of a major threat
to cultural institutions and heritage sites there.
Over 6 years of severe military conflict resulted
in considerable loss of human lives and cultural
heritage, intensive refugee and humanitarian crisis.
The mostly affected by military actions (bombarding,
taking military positions, making trenches etc.) are
historical monuments, museums, cultural centers,
and archaeological sites.

But states are not the only perpetrators of crimes
related to the cultural property. There is a growing
trend when such offences are committed by non-
state actors, including criminal, armed and terrorist
groups. They target the objects of cultural heritage
and attempt to rewrite history, erase whole chapters
from the collective memory of people and regions.
For example, the Center for Contemporary Art
and a Platform for Cultural Initiatives “Isolatsia”,
housed on the territory of the former Insulation
Materials Factory in Donetsk, was captured, robbed
and undermined by the pro-Russian separatists. The
Donetsk Museum of the World War Il was attacked
by militants with the aim of appropriation of weapons
and military equipment for their further use against
the Ukrainian armed forces. The militants of the self-
declared tates of DNR and LNR hijacked a number
of tanks from the monuments.

There is a large number of museums,
archaeological sites, and monuments which are in the
epicenter of military conflict. One of them — Savur
Mohyla, the WWII memorial obelisk collapsed after
enduring weeks of heavy shelling. The building of
the Luhansk Local Lore Museum was also damaged
in artillery fire. Currently Ukraine has no access to
the occupied territory and information in order to
make a damage assessment. Before the occupation
of the eastern regions, the Ukrainian Ministry of
Culture officials visited the endangered museums and
sites and advised their directors to close exhibitions
and take safety precautions and enact emergency
planning. The Ministry informed the regional state
administrations on urgent measures for preservation
of cultural property, strengthening protection of
cultural heritage, worked out recommendations on
priority measures for preserving collections and
preparing for evacuation.

The Donetsk Local Lore Museum ignored the
recommendations and in August 2014 its thirty
galleries were damaged by 8 shells, and most
collections were reported to be lost. Slide Losi It is
amazing how, practically under fire, local residents
helped the museum staff to save valuable items.
Local communities quickly self-organized and side
by side with museum staff removed the exhibits a
safer place. Interesting, that by saving museum
property the volunteers were healing themselves
in that complicated environment, admitting that
when working they stop listening to explosions and
propaganda (Zhemchuzhnykova).

This engaging recovery approach is widely
promoted and practiced in many post-conflict
environments. According to The Heritage Foundation
of Pakistan, “Only when heritage become a source of
livelihood for the underprivileged will it foster pride
among communities who will strive to protect it,
perhaps more effectively than the current system”.
Engaging community into reconstructing their
heritage “also strengthens local cohesion and has
a profoundly positive impact on the recovery from
trauma exposure” (Prince 5).

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE: RESPONSE
In 2014 a working group of museum experts
was formed on a volunteer basis at the Ministry of



Culture. Its main functions included monitoring the
situation in the endangered regions, communicating
with local authorities and directors of museums
and heritage places, developing instructions and
documents, evacuation plans, recommendations and
strategies. As a member of this working museum
rescue group, I must admit that we had not enough
knowledge, experience and resources to provide our
mission systematically and skillfully enough. We
looked forward to any opportunity in developing
our individual and institutional capacities, in uniting
emergency preparedness and response efforts on
local and national levels, creating a network of
experts and volunteers, and getting support from our
foreign partners.

This great help was provided by international
institutions and colleagues. First Aid to Cultural
Heritage training courses, workshops, consultations,
discussions and conferences organized by ICCROM,
Smithsonian Institution, Prince Claus Fund, and
supported by many partners in Italy, Netherlands,
USA, Moldova, Ukraine including US Embassy in
Ukraine, and Fulbright Program, helped us obtain
broader knowledge on various aspects of disaster
risk management to work out strategies and plans
to reduce risks of damage to cultural heritage,
to implement successful policies and efforts into
our practice, to build capacities and strengthen
communities to protect our cultural heritage. A
number of workshop based on the ICCROM’s
methodology was held in Ukraine.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE. CONCLU-
SIONS

It happened that International legal regulation of
protection and restitution of cultural property have
proved to be ineffective in protecting the occupied
cultural values in Crimea and areas of armed conflict
in Donetsk and Luhansk regions as the concept of
internationalized conflict is not enshrined in no
international treaty with International Humanitarian
Law, such qualification will be exclusive doctrinal
and will not add any additional means of protection
artifacts of the occupied and annexed territories.

Thus in order to be effective in the response
to emergency challenges for cultural heritage in
Ukraine, to prevent the destruction, trafficking,

looting and smuggling of cultural property during
conflicts we have to:

—Stressonresponsibility of states forthe protection
of cultural heritage according to international laws,
their commitments and obligations.

— Create inventories of cultural property and
other items of historical, cultural and religious
importance, which have been illegally transferred
from armed conflict areas, notably from territories
under foreign occupation, for ensuring their safe
return to the countries of origin in the future.

— Encourage efforts of all jurisdictions,
national and international, and call for a close
cooperation of law enforcement and customs
agencies in investigations, prosecutions, seizure
and confiscation as well as the return, restitution
or repatriation of trafficked cultural property.

— Proactively cooperate in cultural heritage crime
cases; liaising with auction houses and museums to
track down objects originating from war-affected
areas and to prevent the exhibition of the artefacts
from occupied territories.

— Learn more and exchange international
experience in cultural heritage protection and provide
systematic consultations with foreign partners and
training courses in cultural emergency response.

— Develop teams of cultural heritage experts for
rapid actions in complex crisis.

In conclusion I would like to stress that in the
last seven years Ukrainian cultural heritage was
severely endangered by mass protests, annexation of
its territory and military conflict in eastern occupied
regions. This particular moment in time displays
a critical need for Ukrainian cultural heritage
professionals and activists to gain new skills in
empowering and inspiring governmental and local
leadership, to exchange knowledge and experience
with their international colleagues, to create spaces
and opportunities for Ukrainian citizens to be not just
spectators, but participants in the ideas and questions
that shape and protect art and history, and the past
and the future.

Why is this important? As Corine Wegener,
director of the Smithsonian Cultural Rescue Initiative
(SCRI), stated, “The choice is ours. If we... continue
to act as individuals and function within a variety
of discrete organizations, we will almost certainly

89



90

fail the next time colleagues in a war-torn country
need us. However, if we unite ... we can make our
voices heard and perhaps even be influential enough
to prevent the ’next time”” (Wegener, Otter).
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2 The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, arts. 5.1, 5.2.

3 UNESCO Military Manual on the Protection of Cultural
Property, paras. 195-200.

4 Customary International Humanitarian Law, Rule 40. A.

5 Customary International Humanitarian Law, Rule 40.B.

¢ Customary International Humanitarian Law, Rule 41.
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! UNESCO Military Manual on the Protection of Cultural
Property, paras. 201-212.
2 Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Re-

port on Preliminary Examination Activities 2019, paras. 272-273.
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3 Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court,

Report on Preliminary Examination Activities 2019, para. 272.
4 Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court,

Report on Preliminary Examination Activities 2019, para. 273.
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1178.34.184.203.2014. Tocynapcrennsiii CoBer Pecmy6iauku
Kpsim (State Council of the Republic of Crimea). [online]
Available at: <http://178.34.184.203/act/11748> [Accessed
1 July 2020]; “3axon T'opoma Cepactromonst “O beiBuieit
Tocynapcreennoit CobcrBennoctu Yikpaunsr™. (The law of
Sevastopol “The former state property of Ukraine”). 2014.
Ces3zakon.Py. https://sevzakon.ru/assets/files/zakony/003-zs
izm39.pdf.

2 “JloroBop Mexay Poccuiickoit denepanueii u Pecry6ankoii
Kpsim o npunsitun B Poccniickyro @enepanuto Pecrybnuku
Kpeim u oOpazoBanun B cocraBe Poccuiickoit denepannu
HOBBIX cyOBekToB” (“The agreement between the Russian
Federation and the Republic of Crimea on the admission to
the Russian Federation of the Republic of Crimea and the
formation of new entities in the Russian Federation”). 2014.
Ipesunent  Poccum.  http://kremlin.ru/events/president/
news/20605.

3*Pacriopsorenre CoperaMunmcTpoB Pecryomiku Kpeiv™ (“Orderof
the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Crimea”). 2014. I'maBOyx.
Py . https://www.glavbukh.ru/npd/edoc/81 _527644.
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4 “TBY PK “BoCTOYHO — KPBHIMCKHH HCTOPHKO-KYJIBTYPHBIN
my3eii-3amoBennuk” (“East Crimean Historical and Cultural
Museum-Preserve”). 2014. List-Org.Com . https://www.list-
org.com/company/8047096.

5> “TBYK PK “KpbIMCKHI JIHTEpaTypHO-XYI0)KECTBEHHBIH
MeMOopHalbHbIi My3eit-3anoBeqauk”’(“Crimean Literary and
Art Memorial Museum-Reserve”)”. 2016. List-Org.Com .
https://www.list-org.com/company/9204038.

¢ “3akon ['opoma Cesacronosns “O Beisuieii ['ocynapcTBeHHOM
Cooctennoctu Yipaunsr””. (The law of Sevastopol “The for-
mer state property of Ukraine”). 2014. Ces3axon.Py. https://
sevzakon.ru/assets/files/zakony/003-zs_izm39.pdf.
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o)’ (“On the Adoption into the Federal Property of the
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2015. Government.Ru. http://government.ru/docs/19949/.

2 “OrkpsiTeie Tanasie Munucrepera Kymsrypsr Poccun™
(“Open Data of the Ministry of Culture of Russia”).
2020. Opendata.Mkrf.Ru. https://opendata.mkrf.ru/open-
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3 “TTocranosienne TocynapcrBennoro Cosera PecryOnuku
Kpsim™” (“Resolution of the State Council of the Republic of
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Introduction

This article summarises the findings of the project
on the protection of Ukraine’s cultural property in
Russia-occupied Crimea and the investigation of the
crimes against it. The project “Violations of the Rules
of International Humanitarian Law in Armed Conflict:
Protection of Cultural Property” was conducted through
a larger part of 2019." It combined the efforts of cultural
heritage protection professionals, archaeologists, museum
top management and lawyers. It studied the principal
violations against Ukraine’s cultural property in occupied
Crimea, the policy lacunas in the field and the possible
steps Ukraine can take now to document Russia’s alleged

! Ukrinform. 2019. A Study of the State of Sites in Occupied Crimea
Was Presented in Kyiv (V Kuesi npe3eHTyBain I0OCIIHKEHHS
PO CTaH Mam’sITOK B OKyrnoBaHoMy Kprmy). https://www.ukrin-
form.ua/rubric-crimea/2835305-u-kievi-prezentuvali-doslidzen-
na-pro-stan-pamatok-v-okupovanomu-krimu.html.

violations and hold it accountable, through state and
individual criminal responsibility, for them.

The article focuses on three principal aspects of
the project:

1. An analysis of Russia’s obligations as
an occupying power with respect to Ukraine’s
cultural property in Crimea.

2.Anoverview of Russia’s main violations against
Ukraine’s cultural property in occupied Crimea.

3. The exploration of destructive renovation
of the Bakhchisaray Khan’s Palace, the one-
of-a-kind remaining architectural heritage
of the Crimean Tatars, Ukraine’s indigenous
people, as the most striking example of Russia’s
imperialistic policy of cultural erasure in Crimea,
which should not skip the attention of the
international community.
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Russia’s obligations concerning Ukraine’s
cultural property in occupied Crimea

The occupied status of Crimea and the invalidity
of any consequences resulting from such temporary
change of control over the peninsula has been
confirmed by the UN, Council of Europe, the EU and
individual governments.' The International Criminal
Court (“ICC”), which preliminary examines
the events in Ukraine, also considers Crimea as
occupied and, therefore, as indicating the existence
of an international armed conflict between Russia
and Ukraine.”> These conclusions concerning the
occupation and the international level of the conflict
in Crimea define the international law applicable to
the peninsula and the belligerent parties.

Since the beginning of the occupation of Crimea
by the Russian Federation in February-March 2014,
the human rights defenders have been consistently
detecting gross violations of human rights and
international humanitarian law, including sham trials,
persecution, deportation, discrimination against
the use of Crimean Tatar and Ukrainian languages,
violations of the right to education in mother
tongue and study of the history of Crimean Tatars
and Ukrainians, restrictions on the development
of Crimean Tatar and Ukrainian culture, and other
violations. Against this background, cultural heritage
has proved to be among the most vulnerable areas.
This is manifested on many levels: the degree of
international governmental and non-governmental
attention (crimes against persons such as torture,
persecution, enforced disappereances, sham trials
usually are usually in the spotlight), the easiness and
depth of documentation, the priority of Ukraine’s
and international legal and political action on such
violations.

Despite the above, the information available
in open sources suggests that Russia commits the

! United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/RES/68/262
“Territorial Integrity of Ukraine”. 2014. https://undocs.org/
en/A/RES/68/262; Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe. Resolution 2198(2018) Humanitarian consequences
of the war in Ukraine. 2018. https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/

following violations of international humanitarian
law — the law of armed conflict — in relation to
Ukraine’s cultural property in Crimea:?

— the destruction and damage of cultural
property;

— the loss of individual elements, which
violates the authenticity (genuineness) of the
item or object (including restructuring, adding
superstructures, etc.);

— the illegal relocation of cultural property
from the temporarily occupied territory of Crimea
to the Russian Federation or other countries;

— the illegal archeological research on the
territory of temporarily occupied Crimea;

— the appropriation of cultural property and
cultural institutions by Russia.

The rules of international humanitarian law (“THL”)
govern the behavior of the belligerent parties during an
armed conflict. The treaty and customary IHL rules on
international armed conflict also apply to occupation.
They establish, among other things, the obligation for
the occupying state to participate in measures to protect
cultural property, mandatorily taking into account
the position of the occupied state. However, Russian
occupying authorities hardly observe this and many
other rules of IHL binding upon it.

The Regulations annexed to the 1907 Hague
Convention IV Respecting the Laws and Customs of
War on Land is binding both on Russia and Ukraine.
The Regulations regard art, charity and religious
institutions, even if owned by a state, as private
property immune from seizure, destruction or willful
damage. Any such breaches should be properly
investigated and prosecuted.*

The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection
of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict
is also binding on both states. Principally, this treaty
requires the occupying power to refrain from any

3 LB.ua. 2019. “We Are Loosing It.” What Is Happening
With Cultural Property in Crimea (“Mu ioro BTpavaemo.”
1o BigOyBa€eThCs 3 KYNBTYPHOI CHAmIMHOK B Kpumy).
https://Ib.ua/culture/2019/03/04/421110_mi_yogo_vtrachaie-
mo_shcho_vidbuvaietsya.html?fbclid=IwAR3gilYRen-

XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=24432&lang=en; EU
non-recognition policy for Crimea and Sevastopol: Fact Sheet.

2020. https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-Home-

page/37464/eu-non-recognition-policy-crimea-and-sevasto-

pol-fact-sheet_en.
2 Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court,

Report on Preliminary Examination Activities 2016, para.
158.

h4dEm4z nDjbJxJ6MSn8TN9ePKUch9OBxRumvivZ3wNI-
hdOQO; Coynash, Halya. 2020. Ukraine moves to fight
Russia’s destruction of cultural heritage in occupied Crimea.
The Ukrainian Weekly. http:/www.ukrweekly.com/uwwp/
ukraine-moves-to-fight-russias-destruction-of-cultural-her-

itage-in-occupied-crimea/.

4 Regulations annexed to the 1907 Hague Convention IV Re-
specting the Laws and Customs of War on Land, art. 56.



unilateral actions with respect to the artefacts in
the occupied territory and to consult and assist the
national authorities on taking any safeguarding or
preservation measures.! This obligation is reiterated
in the UNESCO Military Manual on the Protection
of Cultural Property.

The protection obligation is quintessential for
the 1972 UNESCO Convention Concerning the
Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage,
to which both Ukraine and Russia are parties.

Customary IHL, binding upon all states, prohibits
all “seizure of or destruction or wilful damage done to
institutions dedicated to religion, charity, education,
the arts and sciences, historic monuments and works
of art and science.” There is a separate customary
prohibition of any theft, pillage, misappropriation
of and vandalism against cultural property of great
importance.* The occupying state is also under
an obligation to prevent any illicit exportation of
cultural property from the occupied territories and to
ensure its return should such export take place.’

UNESCO’s Mllitary Manual on the Protection of
Cultural Property that codifies the best practices in
the area, reiterates the already mentioned prohibitions
of illicit export, appropriation, and modification
of cultural property as well as unsanctioned
archaeological excavations.®

As it is clearly seen from the above-mentioned
instruments, Russia breached its treaty and customary
obligations as well as the best practices. Russia’s
occupying authorities have not just failed to engage
with Ukraine’s national authorities to negotiate the
modalities of the safeguarding and preservation of
Ukraine’s cultural property in Crimea, but have actively
engaged in a variety of violations against such property.
The details of such violations are examined below.

Russia’s violations concerning Ukraine’s
cultural property in occupied Crimea

The ICC, upon the conclusion of the preliminary
examination, will decide upon opening a full
investigation into the situation in Ukraine. The

! The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict, arts. 5.1, 5.2.

2 UNESCO Military Manual on the Protection of Cultural
Property, paras. 195-200.

3 Customary International Humanitarian Law, Rule 40.A.

4 Customary International Humanitarian Law, Rule 40.B.

5> Customary International Humanitarian Law, Rule 41.

¢ UNESCO Military Manual on the Protection of Cultural
Property, paras. 201-212.

investigation could lead to arrest warrants,
prosecutions, indictments or acquittals. To arrive at
a conclusion about an investigation and further steps,
the ICC needs to assess, among other things, whether
the crimes falling under its jurisdiction have allegedly
been perpetrated in the Russia-Ukraine armed
conflict. In the Crimean context, the ICC looks into
the alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity.’

With respect to cultural property in Crimea, the
ICC has so far preliminarily established the alleged
war crime of seizing the enemy’s property that is not
imperatively demanded by the necessities of war.®
Other crimes examined by the ICC such as the alleged
crime against humanity of persecution could also
help shed light on Russia’s mistreatment of Ukraine’s
cultural heritage in the peninsula.’ However, these are
just the Crimea that the particular international court
may examine pursuant to the rules of its jurisdiction.
In practice, as it has been briefly mentioned above,
the scope of Russia’s violations again Ukraine’s
cultural property is much wider and layered.

With the occupation of Crimea the Russian
Federation began two simultaneous processes in
relation to the Ukrainian cultural heritage in the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of
Sevastopol. The first was the destruction of the
Ukrainian system of cultural heritage protection at the
institutional and legislative levels. The second was
the appropriation, transfer, damage or destruction of
Ukraine’s cultural property.

On March 17, 2014, the illegitimate parliament of
Crimea decided “To declare Crimea an independent
sovereign state called the Republic of Crimea, in which
Sevastopol city has a special status”. Both documents
proclaimed the transfer of institutions that were
“established by Ukraine or with its participation on the
territory of Crimea to state ownership of the Republic
of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol”.!® On March

7 Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Re-

port on Preliminary Examination Activities 2019, paras. 272-273.
8 Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court,

Report on Preliminary Examination Activities 2019, para. 272.
 Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court,

Report on Preliminary Examination Activities 2019, para. 273.
10°178.34.184.203. 2014. T'ocynapcrsennbiii CoBer PecryOmuku
Kpsm (State Council of the Republic of Crimea). [online] Available
at: <http://178.34.184.203/act/11748> [Accessed 1 July 2020];
“3akon ['opoma Cesactomons «O beiBireit ['ocynapctBenHON
Cobcreennoctu Ykpaunbr ™. (The law of Sevastopol “The for-
mer state property of Ukraine”). 2014. Cerzaxon.Py. https:/sevza-
kon.ru/assets/files/zakony/003-zs_izm39.pdf.
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18, the Russian Federation and the self-proclaimed
Republic of Crimea concluded the agreement, which
resulted in the establishment of direct state control of
the Russian Federation over the territory of Ukraine’s
Crimean peninsula. The Russian Government
established a transitional period until January 1, 2015,
during which Crimean museums and reserves had to
be re-registered as Russian institutions.'

In October 2014, special commissions in the
territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea
began the liquidation of 15 legal entities, in
particular museums and reserves, which were part
of the Ukrainian museum network. In their stead, the
Russian occupying authorities created 14 museum
institutions. The Sudak Historical Museum lost its
independence and became part of the State Budget
Institution of the Republic of Crimea “Museum-
Preserve “Sudak Fortress” (until 2014, it was a branch
of the National Conservation Area “Sofia of Kiev”).2

Russian authorities in the Autonomous Republic
of Crimea pursued a policy of museums merger in
2014-2016. The illegitimate Council of Ministers of
the Republic of Crimea transformed the Kerch State
Historical and Cultural Preserve into the Eastern-
Crimean Historical and Cultural Museum-Preserve
in December 2014. The new museum institution
became the head organization for the Museum of the
History of the Eltigen Landing, ancient settlements
and settlements of Acre, Artesian, Ilurat, Kitei,
Parthenius, Polyanka, and the complex of the Kerch
Fortress.> The illegitimate Ministry of Culture
merged the Chekhov’s House-Museum in Yalta and
the Pushkin’s Museum in Gurzuf, creating “Crimean

1

JloroBop mexay Poccuiickoit deneparueit u Pecriybnukoit
Kpoim o mpunsitun B Poccuiickyto @enepanuto Pecryonmku
Kpeim u oOpasoBanuu B cocraBe Poccuiickoit deneparnun
HOBBIX cyOBbekTOB” (“The agreement between the Russian Fed-
eration and the Republic of Crimea on the admission to the Rus-
sian Federation of the Republic of Crimea and the formation
of new entities in the Russian Federation”). 2014. TIpe3unest
Poccun . http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20605.

2 “Pacnopsbkenne CoBera MunmctpoB Pecry6mmkn Kpbiv™
(“Order of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of
Crimea”). 2014. T'maBOyx.Py . https://www.glavbukh.ru/npd/
edoc/81 527644.

3 «I'BY PK «B0OCTOYHO — KPBIMCKHI HCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHBI
my3eii-3amoBeqauk” (“East Crimean Historical and Cultural
Museum-Preserve”). 2014. List-Org.Com . https://www.list-
org.com/company/8047096.

Literary and Art Memorial Museum-Reserve” in
February 2016.4

The Russian occupying authorities in Sevastopol
began the liquidation of Ukrainian legal cultural
institutions in October 2014. The illegitimate
government of Sevastopol created new entities
on the basis of the liquidated ones. The occupying
authorities also declared the National Preserve
“Tauric Chersonese” the property of the city and
deprived it of its national status.’

In 2014, the Ministry of Defense of the Russian
Federation appropriated the complex of the Military
History Museum of the Black Sea Fleet. The military
department of the Russian Federation also appropriated
the Military historical complex “Mikhailovsky Battery”
and the Naval Museum Complex “Balaklava”, on the
basis of which the Military Historical Museum of
Fortifications was created.

In October 2015, the Government of the Russian
Federation changed the status of the Preserve “Tauric
Chersonese” and the National Museum of Heroic
Defense and Liberation of Sevastopol to “federal
institutions”. In 2019, the National Museum of Heroic
Defense and Liberation of Sevastopol was renamed to
the Sevastopol Military History Museum-Preserve.*

The entities, which were created by the
Russian occupying authorities on the territory of
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, became the
disposers of museum collections. Employees of
these institutions register the museum items in the
State Catalog of the Museum Fund of the Russian
Federation. At the beginning of 2020, 121 thousand
items from more than 1 million items, kept in
museum funds, were entered in this catalog.” The

4 «I'BYK PK «KpbIMCKHIi JIUTEPATypPHO-XYI0KECTBEHHBIN
MeMopHuanbHbIi My3ei-3anoBenauk”’(“Crimean Literary and
Art Memorial Museum-Reserve”)”. 2016. List-Org.Com .
https://www.list-org.com/company/9204038.

3 “3akon 'opoaa Ceacromnoss «O BeiBiueii ['ocynapcTBeHHO#M
CooctBennoctu  Ykpaunbl””. (The law of Sevastopol
“The former state property of Ukraine”). 2014. Ce3akoH.
Py. https://sevzakon.ru/assets/files/zakony/003-zs_izm39.pdf.

¢ “O Tlpunstuun B ®enepanbuyro CoOctBeHHOCTH Harmo-

HanmbHOrO 3amoBesHuka “Xepconec TaBpuueckuii” (CeBact-
omonb)” (“On the Adoption into the Federal Property of the
National Preserve of Tauric Chersonesos” (Sevastopol). ).
2015. Government.Ru. http://government.ru/docs/19949/.

7 “OrkpeiTeie Jlanusie Mununcrepcrsa Kynsrypsr Poccun™
(“Open Data of the Ministry of Culture of Russia”).
2020. Opendata.Mkrf.Ru. https://opendata.mkrf.ru/open-
data/770585133 1-museum-exhibits.



administration of museums and preserves replenishes
the fund collections in three ways: donations,
purchases, and transfer of archeology items.

The illegitimate State Committee for the
Protection of the Cultural Heritage of the Republic
of Crimea controlled the transfer of materials
from places of illegal archaeological excavations
to museum funds for storage. The heads of
archaeological expeditions transferred to museums
and preserves for storage 8,218 items in 2014, 8,824
items in 2015, 5,563 items in 2016, 7,592 items in
2017, and 14,026 items in 2018.

In 2014, Russian authorities liquidated the
Ukrainian state institutions for the protection of
immovable cultural heritage on the territory of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of
Sevastopol, and created the State Committee for the
Protection of the Cultural Heritage of the Republic
of Crimea and the Department for the Protection
of Cultural Heritage Objects. These illegitimate
local authorities coordinate the draft master plans,
draft land use and building regulations for historical
settlements; approve the implementation of
construction, land reclamation, economic and other
works on the territory of cultural and archaeological
heritage. These institutions issue assignments and
permissions for the conservation of cultural heritage
sites, and also approve project documentation
for the conservation of cultural heritage sites of
regional value. In June 2020, the Russian authorities
liquidated the State Committee for the Protection
of the Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Crimea,
and its functions were transferred to the Ministry of
Culture of the Republic of Crimea.

The decree No.2152-6/14 of May 21, 2014,
adopted by the illegitimate State Council of the
Republic of Crimea, marked the beginning of
registering the ownership of the Russian Federation
over the Ukrainian immovable cultural heritage of
the Autonomous Republic of Crimea. The same
processes took place in Sevastopol.! In 2014, the
Russian Federation illegally appropriated 12,612
objects of immovable cultural heritage of national
and local importance in the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea and the city of Sevastopol.

At the beginning of 2015, the Russian parliament
adopted Law No. 9-FZ “On the Peculiarities of Legal

! “ITocranosienue ['ocymapcreennoro Cosera PecryOiauku
Kpsim” (“Resolution of the State Council of the Republic of
Crimea”) 21.05.2014 Ne 2152-6/14”. 2014. Base.Garant.Ru.
http://base.garant.ru/23701102/.

Regulation of Relations in the Field of Culture and
Tourism”. This law established the procedure for
replacing the norms of the Ukrainian legislation in
the field of cultural heritage protection to the Russian
ones. A year later, the Government of the Russian
Federation transferred the monuments of Sevastopol
to federal ownership (Government Decree No. 206-r
of February 12, 2016). The Russian Federation also
declared its alleged property rights over Ukraine’s
UNESCO World Heritage Site “Ancient City of
Tauric Chersonese and its Chora”. Because of the
differences in legislation, the Russian Federation
did not accord special protection to Ukraine’s 2,500
Crimean archeological monuments. It accorded the
status of federal property only to 23 architectural and
archaeological complexes, for which the Ukrainian
cultural heritage authorities had developed a full
package of documents before 2014.

The so-called “rescue archeological excavations”,
which operate in places of construction of the roads,
electricity grids, gas pipelines, garbage processing
plants, infrastructure projects in cities and towns, pose
the greatest threat to the archaeological heritage in the
occupied Crimea. These works are illegal according
to the Ukrainian law. The Ministry of Culture of the
Russian Federation issued more than 800 permits for
archaeological excavations in the occupied Crimea
in 2014-2020.> More than 200 of these permits
were issued for the exploration and excavation at the
construction sites. State authorities of the Russian
Federation have planned the implementation of
854 projects under the program ‘“Socio-economic
development”, all construction projects of this
program pose a threat to archaeological heritage.

In 2015, the Ministry of Culture of the Russian
Federation permitted excavations at the construction
site of the high-voltage line of the project “The
Energy Bridge between the Russian Federation and
Crimean Peninsula”. As a result, excavation and
construction works were carried out on the territory
of the northern part of the archaeological heritage
site “Necropolis of Chroni Severny”. This part of the
site was destroyed.

The illegitimate State Committee for the Protection
of the Cultural Heritage of the Republic of Crimea
agreed permits of the Ministry of Culture of the

26

JITOKH-Uupopmarus O Beinaue Pasperennii (OTKpBITBIX
JIucros)”. (“Information license for archaeological work™)
2020. Mkrf.Ru. Accessed July 15. https://www.mkrf.ru/about/
departments/departament _gosudarstvennoy okhrany kultur-
nogo naslediya/activities/409784/.
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Russian Federation for the excavation, construction
and other works on sites of archaeological heritage in
the construction zone of the object called “Gas main
Krasnodar region — Crimea”. The staff of archaeological
expeditions excavated 54 objects of archaeological
heritage, in breach of Ukraine’s and international law.

In 2017-2018 the Russian Federation began the
reconstruction and construction of new sections of
the Kerch-Sevastopol highway in occupied Crimea.
During this process, 94 archaeological heritage sites
were destroyed during. Only 15 of these objects
are present in the List of Monuments of Local and
National Importance Located in the Territory of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea”. All destroyed
objects were not included in the State Register of
Immovable Monuments of Ukraine.'

One of the largest projects in the city of
Sevastopol is the construction of the Museum
and Opera Complex on Cape Khrustalny in the
conservation zone of the UNESCO World Heritage
Site “Ancient City of Tauric Chersonese and its
Chora”. The difficulty in monitoring this facility lies
in the lack of access to necessary documentation.
There is a high probability that the Salun fortress,
described by 17th century Turkish traveler Evlya
Celebi, was located in this part of modern Sevastopol
opposite Sary-Kermen (Chersonese).

The expansion and construction of the roads in
Sevastopol poses a threat to the Chora of Chersonese:
in 2018-2019, archaeologists excavated allotments
149 and 185. Sites of archaeological heritage
“French Camp of 1855-1856 on the “Fedyukhin
Heights” of the Crimean War period” and “Tilki-
Dere Necropolis” fell under the construction of the
Military Historical Park “Fedyukhin Heights”.

Colonisation through distortion: the case of
the Bakhchisaray Khan’s Palace

The most glaring example of a violation of
international humanitarian law in the field of cultural
heritage protection is the situation in the Bakhchisaray
Khan’s Palace, namely the destruction of the 18th-
19th centuries roof complex of the “Buyuk Khan
Jami” (the Great Khan’s Mosque) during the so-called
“restoration” (repair) works in 2016-2017.

The Bakhchisaray Khan’s Palace, as the only
surviving object of three hundred years of statechood
and the representative political and administrative

! Vnukov, S. ﬁJ, and Oleg Sharov. 2019. Krym — Tavrida.
Moskva: Institut arkheologii RAN.

center of the Crimean Tatar state during the 16th-
18th centuries, has great spiritual value for the
Crimean Tatars, who historically were formed and
emerged as the indigenous people in Crimea and in
the Northern Black Sea region.

For the past two centuries, the Bakhchisaray
Khan’s Palace was the center of the political life and
activities of the Crimean Tatar people. It was here
that the first Qurultay (congress) of the Crimean
Tatar people was held in 1917, and it was here that
the contemporary delegates of Qurultay swore an
oath of allegiance to their people.

Khan Sahib-Giray is considered the founder of
the residence, construction of which started in 1532-
1533. Its oldest objects are Aleviz de Montagnana
Portal or Demir-Kapu Portal (“Iron Portal”) created
in 1503, the Bath Sary Guzel (1533), and the Great
Khan’s Mosque built (1532).

The Great Khan’s Mosque, the oldest monument
of the “Bakhchisaray Khan’s Palace” complex, is the
one on which the occupation authorities began the
works that not only caused the outrage of Crimean
activists, but also became the subject of relevant
reports of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation.

The monuments of the complex certainly
required restoration. But it should have been
carried out with the aim of preserving its historical
authenticity and the authenticity of its components
and elements, with the most complete identification
of its historical, architectural and artistic merits, as
well as its interconnectedness with the surrounding
architectural and landscape environment. The
following two factors play a decisive role here:

1. The use of authentic building materials,
which allows bringing the appearance of the
object close to the original;

2. The use of authentic technologies both
during the construction process as well as
manufacturing of the building materials.
Unfortunately, the works carried out by the

Russian Federation in the Great Khan’s Mosque
are not of a restorative nature and have led to
disfigurement, as well as irreparable loss of authentic
elements of the ancient architecture that is part of the
unique complex “Khan’s Palace”, which is included
in the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List.

The following further supports this point.

The general contractor (ATTA-Group company),
subcontractor (Kiramet LLC) and the customer of



the works (the so-called “Republican Committee
on Cultural Heritage” of the occupation authorities)
decided to completely dismantle the roof and
replace the ceiling beams. However, according to
the conclusions of a Ukrainian governmental body,
specializing in restoration, which were prepared
back in 2014 before the occupation of Crimea by the
Russian Federation, it was planned to replace 6 beams
and to restore 5 beams out of the total number of 104.

The results of the above conclusions were
confirmed in 2015 during examination of the state
of the roofing and installation of a temporary support
structure above the entrance of the mosque.

In addition, the dismantling was carried out
using heavy construction equipment with the use
of jackhammers, which led to vibrations and loss of
part of the decoration of the walls. Authentic beam
system of the roofing, ceilings and the tent roof — all
are completely lost.

The authentic oak beams of the roofing were
dismantled and sawn; they were then replaced with
modern building materials, namely composite beams
made using OSB technology with a reinforced
concrete belt.

All these circumstances are especially important
in the context of the destruction caused to the roofs
of'the Khan's Palace. Our knowledge of the medieval
Crimean Tatar construction tradition remains
limited. As a result, this subject nowadays receives
almost no attention of scientific community. This
bears great risks for the protection and preservation
of the Crimean Tatar (Crimean) cultural heritage in
general. Therefore, the destruction of a certain layer
of historical reality, which is preserved in complex
material phenomena, leads to the loss of a certain
part of the cultural heritage.

According to the so-called project, 100% of the
artisan old roof tiles (historically called “Tatarka’)
were replaced by Spanish factory-made antique-
stylized tiles. At the same time, the ancient technology
of putting the tiles on clay was completely destroyed
and modern mounts were used instead.

Each cultural heritage monument does not only
consist of its material part. Its comprehensiveness
fully manifests itself in its symbolic, ideal dimension.
This includes what aesthetic and emotional impact
the object has on the visitors or viewers. Thus, for
each object of cultural heritage preservation of its
integrity and authenticity is very important. Thanks
to those two properties, through visual perception and

receipt of information a visitor is immersed into and
feels involved with the era to which the monument
belongs. For Crimea, the rooftile is a very important
material for the exterior look of the structures. It plays
an important role in forming the traditional landscape
of historical settlements. The Crimean Mountains
relief features and the location of cities and villages in
narrow valleys and slopes makes the roof and the tiles
located on it one of the main texture and architectural
dominants of the landscape. Therefore, the use of
authentic tiles becomes an important requirement in
restoration work on the Crimean Tatar monuments.
The problem is that the “Tatarka” tile is no longer
being produced, and the technology and traditions of
producing the original tile in Crimea can be considered
lost. This also fully applies to other authentic building
materials and ancient technologies.

Experts at the International Centre for the Study
of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural
Property (ICCROM) in Ukraine concluded that the
works carried out at the object are typical of a new
construction. The massive replacement of wooden
structural elements with modern materials that are not
inherent in the Crimean Tatars culture and tradition
of construction distorts the historical authenticity of
the entire ensemble and inflicts irreparable harm to
the history and culture of Crimean Tatars as a nation.

The additional load on the walls and the base of
the buildings have already led to deformations, as a
result of which the stained-glass windows shattered
and the walls are now covered with cracks. There is
also a crack on the East Minaret, which even before
the work was tilted.

The system of protection of the object used
during the work did not even meet the elementary
requirements: a temporary wooden shelter was
mounted over the building and covered with
a polyethylene film, which did not guarantee
protection against rainfall, and furthermore also
created a “greenhouse effect” under certain weather
conditions. The winds led to formation of holes on the
polyethylene coating, through which precipitation
was falling into the building during the fall and
winter of 2017 and spring 2018, as a result of which
the building of the mosque was soaked to the core.

The murals on the southern and western facades
of the building also sustained damage.

As a result of the construction and exposure
to mechanical stress, cracks appeared on some
gravestones of the Khan cemetery.
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Thanks to the active actions of the concerned
Crimean activists constantly providing information
on the progress of the barbaric “restoration work”,
and the actions of Ukrainian diplomats, this issue
was put on the agenda of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), which in March 2018 issued a report
on the worsening situation with the protection of
cultural heritage in Russia-annexed Crimea. But
unfortunately, today the work on the territory of the
Bakhchisaray Palace has not stopped, but continues
also on other objects of the complex. Thus, the risk
of new losses is not gone.

So is this a story about corruption, negligence
and unprofessional actions, or something else?
Monuments at all times were destroyed and
demolished for ideological reasons, in order to
destroy the symbolism of the hated past.

After the deportation of the Crimean Tatars
in 1944, their culture was completely destroyed:
“toponymic repressions” were carried out on the
peninsula, the Soviets destroyed Crimean Tatar
monuments, burned manuscripts and books, turned
mosques into movie theaters and shops. Large-scale
falsification of the history of the peninsula, which led
to the emergence and existence to this day of many
myths, continues even now, justifying the criminal
decisions of the Soviet regime.

After such an almost total elimination, for the
Crimean Tatar people, especially during and after
their return to their homeland, the miraculously
preserved Bakhchisaray Khan’s palace became not
only a confirmation of their origin and development
of their statehood on this territory, but also a sacred
symbol of revival on their native land.

The Russian Federation, as the successor of
the former USSR and the Russian Empire, again
resorted to manipulation and direct lies, justifying
the occupation with allegedly “historical arguments”,
most of which are misinformation and propaganda.
Modern-Russia’s humanitarian policy in the occupied
territory aims to destroy the historical and cultural ties
between the peninsula and mainland Ukraine, and to
include Crimea in the Russian ideological paradigm.

Among those desperately needing protection
are the objects of Crimean Tatar history and culture
that “do not fit” into the Russian ideology; the true,
unfalsified history of Crimea and the Crimean Tatar
people, the historical memory of the indigenous
people of the peninsula about their statehood.

Conclusion

The destruction of immovable historical and
cultural monuments undermines the foundations
of the processes of cultural inheritance, cultural
continuity of the territory. Erasing historical events,
rewriting history for the sake of political ideology
changes the cultural meanings embodied in historical
events and materialized in monuments. The heritage
object is preserved not only when it is physically
preserved, but also when the people living in that
territory retain the memory of the cultural meanings
embodied in it, and the awareness of its value in
connection with a particular historical event.

Therefore, by devaluing (even by means of
rebuilding) the historical significance of the object,
which is the main symbol for the entire Crimean Tatar
people, the occupation authorities are implementing
a long-term program aimed at destroying historical
memory, changing the worldview and assimilating
the Crimean Tatar people in Crimea, with the
intention to ignore the exclusive rights of the
indigenous peoples (in this case, the Crimean Tatar
people, who for the most part ignored the so-called
“referendum”) for self-determination in Crimea.

The tragic fate of cultural heritage in the occupied
territories shows that while protecting cultural
monuments and historical places it is necessary to
concentrate not only on combating the destruction of
cultural monuments, but also on the prevention of
historical falsifications aimed at colonising history
and creating the needed narratives. The processes
also prove the need to look for the new approaches to
preserve cultural heritage in the occupied territories.
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Cultural Heritage

and Conflict

(According to the Local
Media of the Tskhinvali Region)

Zaza Tsotniashvili
Professor of Caucasus International University

Over the years, information warfare has become
increasingly relevant, an ongoing war that is invisible
but very dangerous, and which has a particularly hard
impact on local conflicts. Many scholars believe that
conflicts presented as ethnic conflicts are the result
of a struggle between great ideologies brought to the
national soil through the production of information
warfare. Such warfare has managed to create a rift in
Georgian-Ossetian relations by bringing Georgians
and Ossetians to opposing sides.

The 1990s was an important stage in that
propaganda invasion, seeing the methods of the
great powers becoming ever more sophisticated,
and serving to maintain the relationship between the
two peoples in a state of confrontation. To combat
this, raising the awareness of citizens directly
involved in the local conflicts of the propaganda
will significantly ease the situation and will help to
restore and maintain historical goodwill.

To understand the concept of information
warfare, Frank Hoffmann’s interpretation of hybrid
warfare should be taken into consideration: “It
is a combined use of various methods of combat,

including conventional, irregular tactics and
formations, terrorist and criminal acts that achieve
victory” (Hoffman 2007, 137). In his view, in future
wars, traditional and irregular combat operations
will be combined, and the lethality of traditional
conflict will be merged with the fanaticism and
irrational nature of irregular combat. In such a
situation, the unification of our society with the
progressive-minded representatives of the Ossetian
population is vital for the restoration of the
historical friendship between the two peoples. The
South Ossetian Autonomous Oblast was established
within Georgia to the detriment of the interests of
the Georgian people, thanks to the decision of the
Caucasus Bureau of the Central Committee of the

Russian Communist Party by the Russian Central
Executive Committee and the State Council of
Georgia on April 20, 1922.

According to Russian Ambassador to Georgia
Tatichev (1604-1615), at the beginning of the



17" century, Ossetians already lived in the villages
of Zakha and Magran-Dvaleti. In the middle of the
same century, they also settled in the headwaters
of the Great Liakhvi. By the 1970s, 2,860 Ossetian
households lived on the southern slopes of the
Caucasus. Out of these — 860 were in Samachablo,
200 in Saeristao, and the remainder elsewhere.
Until the 20" century, only Georgians, Armenians
and Jews lived in Tskhinvali. Some Ossetians were
baptized as “Christians” as soon as they settled in
Kartli, and tried to assimilate Christian customs,
which had a positive effect on their consciousness,
general culture, character and behaviour. The newly
settled Ossetians were assisted by the local Georgian
population in all possible ways, such as arranging
of the houses with yards, cultivating of gardens and
vineyards, and solving other vital issues. Georgian
kings, ecclesiastical and public figures made every
effort to spread literacy and knowledge among
the Ossetians. The education of the children of
the Ossetians was greatly enhanced by the highly
educated King-poet Archil, who brought together the
leading Ossetians and preached the importance of
education. With the Ossetians’ agreement, Archil sent
several Ossetians into Russia, and in 1700 introduced
Russian printing presses and Georgian letter moulds
to Moscow, which the Ossetians liked very much, as
Zakaria Chichinadze notes (Chichinadze, 1916).

Georgian kings greatly assisted the Ossetian
churches and monasteries in their mission to spread
true knowledge and education among the population.
King George XI of Kartli (1671-1688 and 1703-
1709) donated bells with a gift inscription to the
monastery in the village of Dzivgisi, Tseisi Zion, as
a sign of friendly relations with the Ossetians.

The conflict manifested itself in 1991 in the
form in which our lives were sacrificed in the face
of yesterday’s hard, present and uncertain tomorrow.

Due to well-known political and military processes,
the Tskhinvali region, which was cut off from Georgia-
proper, has become an isolated entity and continues to
live under the full influence of the Russian Federation.

The OSCE Mission to Georgia started working in
the Tskhinvali region in late 1992. As a result of the
conflict, up to a thousand people were killed and up to
a hundred people went missing. About 70-80 thousand
people were evicted from their homes. The region was

virtually emptied. As of today, the population of the
Tskhinvali region / South Ossetia numbers 15-20,000.

It is natural that the information war, which is as
strong as ever in the world today, is being actively
carried out in order to completely separate the region
from Georgia.

In the current situation, Russia managed to play
the role of the “mediator” and “peacemaker” in the
conflict it inspired. On the 24™ of June, 1992, under
the Russian (Sochi) Treaty, a joint peacekeeping
force (consisting of Russian, Georgian and Ossetian
soldiers) was deployed in the region, and a Joint
Control Commission was set up.

Occupying forces of the Russian Federation
are currently stationed in the Tskhinvali region, in
violation of the August 12, 2008 ceasefire agreement
mediated by former EU President Nicolas Sarkozy,
which obliges Russia to withdraw its military forces
to pre-conflict positions. The illegal decision of the
Russian Federation to occupy the so-called Tskhinvali
region / South Ossetia and Abkhazia is supported by
only Venezuela, Nicaragua and Nauru, who recognize
the regions’ “independence” at this stage. As a result
of the efforts of the Georgian authorities, Tuvalu and
Vanuatu withdrew their recognition.

The Great Hybrid Conflict, in which Russia is
actively involved, presents the Tskhinvali region
as the historical homeland of the Russian policy-
making Ossetian population, a “fact” which has
been “successfully” disseminated around the world
through fake information. From this point of view,
it is interesting to observe the local occupation
information space, which is only an “echo” of the
Kremlin’s policy.

It is significant that the level of activity of the
Georgian side in this direction is quite low. In fact,
local officials decided to close the local newspapers
“Shida Kartli”, “Tskhinvali” and “Literaturuli
Tskhinvali” years ago, whose activities focused on
objective coverage of the region’s past and present.

Against this background, Russian-Ossetian local
propaganda weapons are actively engaged.

Russian traditional methods remain unchanged,
and media remains one of the most powerful tools
for developing Kremlin policies and imposing its
policies on the population.
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In the 1990s, a special form of news-spreading
came to television, radio and print media, and it is
now in the foreground, especially in the Tskhinvali
region: internet journalism. Such multimedia
systems are well developed in the Tskhinvali region.
Interesting media outlets in this regard are: “Iujnaya
Osetia” (FOxmas Ocermst) (a Republican public-
political newspaper); “Website of the President of
South Ossetia”; “Khurzarin” (Xurzeerin) (Tsiskari);
Osinform (Ocundopm) (news agency); Riston.com
(iriston.com) (on Ossetian history and culture); Resa
(PEC) (state news agency) Head of State News Agency
Maia Kharebova; Ossetian.com (ossetians.com);
“Iron Avzadji Club” (Upon @B3amksl ki1y0), Alanta
Language Club, and others (Tskhovrebova, 2015).

Modern news-giving personal blogs have also
become a subject of consumption for the residents
of the Tskhinvali region. Intensely covering the life
of the region on their blogs are Maria Plion (Plieva),
Zarina Sanakoeva, and Temur Tskhovrebov, among
others. The website “Ossetian Radio and Television”
(an information-analytical outlet) is extremely active,
while Yuzhnaya Ossetia (a Republican public-political
newspaper) covers the ongoing processes in the occupied
Tskhinvali region in the most operative and detailed way.

For example, it is enough to name the presentation
of the 16th-century Georgian cultural monument
Achabeti Fortress as “Alanta Fortress”, where pupils
and students are taken on an excursion to see the so-
called restoration works being carried out. Such facts
are unanimously covered by the above-mentioned
“media outlets” and spread in the Russian-speaking
space of the world.

Further notable is the false information spread
regarding the 12th-century Ikorti temple, that
members of the Ossetian royal family, Bidzina
Cholokashvili, Shalva and Elizmar Eristavi were laid
to rest there. At first glance, such naive inaccuracies
are designed to establish falsity over time. It is a
prime example of how traces of Georgian heritage
are being erased in the occupied territories using a
multifaceted information war.

In such a situation, the unification of our society
with the progressive-minded representatives of the
Ossetian population is vital for the restoration of the
historical friendship of the two peoples.

In our opinion, state structures and society as
a whole should be actively involved in creating
powerful internet resources to protect as much as
possible the historical and legal reality, as it is the
basis for maintaining our statehood, in which lies the
best conditions for the free development of people of
all nationalities.

Where, centuries ago, we were subjected to
physical destruction by the sword, today, in the
conditions of hybrid war, we are in much greater
danger. Yet, we have the opportunity to win this war
by standing together with the representatives of all
the nationalities of this small country.
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Salome Bakhia-Okruashvili
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History and Ethnology at Tbilisi State University, Doctor of Historical Sciences

In the late 19" century, renowned Georgian
public figure Ilia Chavchavadze wrote: “... There are
hardly people like ours in the whole world...whoever
wishes stomps and tramples over us, and flattens us
with earth...it’s almost like our existence is about
to be annihilated from this side of the Caucasus, the
notion of Georgia wiped off the face of the earth
and blown away by the wind... We are deprived
of our national honour; they smear our identities...
falsify our history, our historic annals, historic
heritage and memorabilia, the lives and deeds we
sacrificed for Christianity. They appropriated all this
through cunning artifice...” (Chavchavadze 1987:
21-22). This quote can be applied to all the peoples
neighbouring  Georgia (Russians, Armenians,
Azerbaijanis, Ossetians...), as well as the peoples
of the North Caucasus who were provided refuge
on Georgian land, in particular, those who,
after migrating here in the 2®-5" centuries, and
assimilating with the Georgian people, were given
the ethnic name “Abkhazians” by the Georgians.

Georgian scientists (I. Javakhishvili, S.Janashia,
N.Berdzenishvili, M.Lortkipanidze, M. Imnadze,

N.Lomouri, D.Muskhelishvilli, Z.Papaskiri and
many others) have dedicated many years of work and
research to the ethnic affiliation, origin and places of
habitation of tribes populating the northeastern coast
of the Black Sea.

The purposeful falsification of Abkhazian
history was initiated in the times of the Russian Tzar
Empire. They were obviously not pleased with the
fact that Georgia was a country with ancient history,
its own unique literary language, national dignity,
and proud people, who had their own palpable history
and culture. The theory of the Georgian people’s
origin had already been spread among the advanced
scientists in Europe. Neither did the Russians
appear to like that this ancient history and culture
raised the self-awareness of the Georgian people.
Thus, Russian scientists (though not all) began
to distort the historic past of the Georgians, a fact
which continued well into the Soviet period; trying
to subdue the people of Georgia by inciting those
living there — Abkhazians, Ossetians, Armenians,
Azerbaijanis, and others — against the Georgians. In
doing so, the Russians clearly gained a lot. After the



fall of the Soviet regime, the nomenclature figures
of Abkhazia, with the help of Russian “friends”,
began to aggravate the “Abkhazian problem” — an
ethnic-political processes. Abkhazian “researchers”,
in order to apprehend the territory of Abkhazia with
hostile and abominable intentions, began to criticize
Georgian scientists unfairly, claiming all the works
created by Georgian historians before that period had
been forged, whilst the truth-speaking Abkhazian
“scholars” aimed to rewrite history in their own
favour with the assistance of the Russians.

Candidate of historical sciences T. Achugba, who
was brought up in Batumi and received an education
at Tbilisi State University, moved to Sukhumi
only recently. He is now doing his best to prove
to Abkhazians that he is one of them, and says the
following about the Georgian scientists who nurtured
him: “They convince their own people and the whole
world that Abkhazia is an integral part of Georgia,
that it has always been the territory of Georgia from
time immemorial. They created this based only on
statistics and demographical processes...” they are
“impudent” and “ideologists of a small empire”
(Ethnic Revolution... 1995).

The fact that Georgian scientists (Javakhishvili
1951: 401-403. Melikishvili 1965: 65-67. Inadze
2009: 397-401. Lomouri 1963: 2-35. Lomouri
1968: 5-6. Marr 1938: 44-52. Melikishvili 1959:
237. Inadze 1999: 67-68. Muskhelishvili1999: 117.
Papaskiri 2004...) used the works of Greek, Roman,
and Byzantine authors, along with the Georgian
sources, carefully and objectively, meant nothing. As
such, the “analysis of Abkhazian scientists™ clearly
demonstrates that the migration of the Georgians
in Kolkheti and Abkhazia was a deceit. As to the
relocation of the Abkhazians, they estimate it took
place before Mtskheta.

The electronic version of the works of the
Abkhazian scientists appeared in great quantity on
www.apsnyteka.org in 2000.

Ethnologist Sh.Inal-Ipa dedicated his last work
to Abkhazian proper names and surnames. He began

by studying anthroponyms from the first millennium
of our nation’s history. According to his suppositions,
these Abkhazian names were preserved in historical
sources. However, he does not provide the source
names. The author’s suppositions are inaccurate, as

a diachronical study of Abkhazian anthroponomical
models is impossible. The Abkhazian language
belonged to unwritten languages until 1862, and
a statement of the Abkhazian names was never
documented. According to the research, in ancient
historical Roman-Greek or Georgian sources, the
types of Abkhazian proper names are not proven.
By the author’s supposition, the military commander
of Abkhazia, Dardin Shervashidze, and the West
Kartvelian King Kuji (allegedly, Kuji is derived
from Abkhazian a-Kuj-ma “wolf”) anthroponym
is supposed to be Abkhazian. “Dardin” is a name
of Iranian origin, which could have been spread in
Kartvelian languages from Iran as a result of the
historical and cultural Georgia-Persia relations. As
for “Kuji”, it is related to the name of “Goji” fortress.
Both “Kuji” and “Goji” are presumed to have derived
from the Zanuri (Mingrelian) term — “Kvinji”’, which
suggests the meaning of “base, chief, as solid as a
pestle (stone wood) (Antelava 1988: 11-15).

Vadim Bzhania does not mention the name
“Shervashidze”, but reveals the “secret” of the
Chachba surname, which was the earliest name
in Abkhazia in written sources (11" century).
However, he does not name the source. According
to his suppositions, from the second millennia of
our nation’s history, the Chachaa (Chachbas) were
considered the heads of Abkhazia. Abkhazian King
Leon I, who had no offspring of his own, arranged
a marriage between his younger brother and the
daughter of a Khazar Khagan. The couple had a
son, Leon (Leon II). The Abkhazians had a close
relationship with one of the tribes (Chach) of Khazar
Khaganate for several centuries. They were powerful
and privileged people. The mother of Leon II was
a representative of the Chach tribe. It is said the
alliance by blood determined the name of Leon II
and he became Chachba (Bzhania 2012: 1-3), which
is incorrect.

The Kingdom of Abkhazia was a Georgian state in
language, writing, culture, religion, and policy; while
its kings were Georgians (Lortkipanidze 1990: 11).
Despite the fact that the Abkhaz consider the Leonids
to be Abkhazians, V. Latyshev attributed them to the
Bagrationi dynasty. (Latyshev 1911: 10-11).

S. Janashia found that the bearers of the
Shervashidze name were the noblest representatives

125



126

of Abkhazia. The genealogical line of this name was
considered to have ceased to exist in the late Middle
Ages on the basis of the migration of the people from
the North Caucasus and bonding with other noble
families.

The ethnonym “Abkhazian” was created by
the Kartvelian population and it was the name of
the people who relocated from the North Caucasus
in II-V centuries, and became assimilated with the
Georgian population (Bakhia, Gazdeliani, 2013-
2014; 479-793). For instance, V. Bganba uses the
etymological ethnonym Ubykh a+méx+a3 — néx=
Ubykh, and a3z=a3pa (Bganba 200: 72).

V. Kvarchia expresses the same ethnonym
in the following form — ayaaxa3 — Bxpa3 — abxa3
(Abkhaz), which allegedly has the literal meaning
of “independent people”. Ayaa = people, xa3(b1)=
independent (which is incorrect, as xa3(p1) means
“single”). According to Kvarchia, the word “agxaz”
has a Persian origin, whilst the word “arxa3” probably
originated from Arabic. (Kvarchia 2006: 71).

The work of V. Kvarchia, which consists of
about 600 pages, is full of spuriousness and hatred
towards the Georgian people. He claims that young
Georgian King Vakhtang VI composed “The Knight
in the Panther’s Skin” under the pseudonym “Shota
Rustaveli” in the 18th century. But he definitely owes
this to a Russian “scientist”, who considered that the
poem was neither received by the Georgian elite, nor
that the Church acknowledged it, as it was written by
a non-Georgian author. Therefore, the whole edition
was thrown into the River Mtkvari (Kvarchia 2015:
13. Karbushenko 2010: 21-22). “The Life of Kartli”
(“Georgian Chronicles”) was allegedly rewritten
by a committee appointed by King Vakhtang VI,
the “flaws” were corrected, and a new version was
created disregarding primary sources. Vakhushti of
Kartli (Vakhushti Batonishvili) “misled the Georgian
people” “for the sake of the fairy tale that a centralized
Georgian state existed in the South Caucasus in the
7th-19th centuries ...”; that the creators of Georgian
primary sources, as a result of “curious ignorance”,
have raised the people of Georgia on heroic legends
which have become even more heroic since the first
centuries of the Georgian nation’s history...” Nor
does he believe in the life of Vakhtang Gorgasali,
which he considers a poetic composition. Here, he

relies on the work of a Russian scientist, who stated:
“The history of this small country is distorted and
falsified” (Kvarchia 2010: 15-17; Kudriavcev 1922:
76-77; Senkovsky 1856: 172).

I.Chavchavadze did not write in vain that the age
of the falsification of Georgian history “begins with
a Russian writer and ends with a Russian writer as
well...” (Chavchavadze 1987: 29).

According to V. Kvarchia, “the Kingdom of
Abkhazia in 8th-10th centuries” was acknowledged
as a Georgian state by Georgian historians S.
Janashia, G. Melikishvili, M. Lortkipanidze, D.
Muskhelishvili, Z. Anchabadze and others, which is
a falsity.

As the format of the report is limited, I would
like only to add that V. Kvarchia did not even spare
“The Country and the Kingdom of Aia (Aea)” for
us, claiming that even that country was related to the
Abkhazians. “The most interesting and deciding” for
him in “Argonautica” was the Greek name of the
son of the King of Colchis, “Absyrtus”. Allegedly, it
is the eponym of the Abkhazians. His suppositions
were that it meant “The realm of Absys” (literally,
“Absyr”, i.e. “The Ruler of Absara” (Kvarchia
2015: 149). Sh.Inal-Ipa considers the first part of
this name (Abs) to be a tribal name, while “-tus” is
supposed to be a suffix (Inal-Ipa 1976: 220). As to
the ancient Georgian city, according to V. Kvarchia,
the base of the name of Kutaisi is originated from
the Abkhazian term “Akta”, which he translates as
“a village” (Kvarchia 2015: 42). Firstly, the oldest
Georgian city, Kutaisi, as proven by archeological
materials, began to form into a great city-like centre
in 6th century B.C. Secondly, Apollonius of Rhodes
mentioned it as “Kutaia” in the 3d century BC.
Thirdly, it was a great city of Colchis and a centre
of Georgian culture. In addition, had the Kingdom
of the Abkhaz not been a Georgian state in language,
writing, and policy, the Abkhaz King Leon II
would not have relocated the king’s residence from
Anacopia to Kutaisi. Fourthly, the term “Akta” was
only brought by migrants from North Caucasus
(modern Abkhazians) in the late Middle Ages, and it
did not mean “a village”, but “a community”. Hence,
this late term could not have been the original name
of this ancient city.
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XIX bOJ3IBJA() — XX Led3JBOL

©dbOBINLA(

39956 bemMogs

bebndob bobgendbogm mboggmbodgdob 3Gmugbmmn

dg0al @odoma X-XVIII Loy znbggdda Lag-
30L3m3mbm (396860 nym. m@ndal badmogMmb
Reomm-psbogmgm 6sBormdn sgbsbos dmds-
m9dob godm, XVIII Lamznbolb 60-0060 Bemgddo,
Sgwool  Logdabgm3mbm  govddms  (bmEoges
2000: 41).

3900000 Logdobzm3mbmb go9ddgdal dgdwgy
&9do630 m3mabdboba@mgds dgbyws. dmagznsby-
dom, §ddofdn mgmabdbaby@gds smwas. 1805
Bgmb badgagmmb gEmEBsmo bobm ownsba
5mb036s3000, MM dgnolb Godomdn mgmabdbe-
by@gds bOmogdmes (AKAK 1868, 528). 1812
Bemal md@m3dgido bmgggem dgnsda bodbgom
q4L3gen0s Bmgbym meadalb (Ladgamgemmb)
ozl myg39b V ©ownsbol (1805-1846) dg-
oommdom. Ladmegmmb LafMomabs s ab@m-
©03mbob Bogm ©a©asbal (wosben. 1780-1834)
3bmdom, dgmoal (30b6gL Germdes mggzs6 Jo-
3530dg, GmAgeas 0 mog30L mygobmab ghmewm
084mxgdmes.  OmEabsz  mEodob  Labombm
maddomo Gbgomal ool 6sBommsb ghomew
dgoals (30b9L dnsas, 3(z0Mg m@Ib&agn LEM-
ol 398073, 9356 doM30d0d93 Mm©ndalb dme-
3560 (30bg Rosdoms (onsba 1962, 204).

dg0sdo  (30b6gb0dogg  oELE M dMmo
o6 360b. bogndMgdgmos, MHmI gamsozob3gdm-

3mgdqmo dgeool Godofn s dobo Ladmbe-
L™ 3m33mgdLbo, GmIgmo Lsdo IboEsb
obgesi dogoamdgmo oym, XVII Loy zmbab
30bgAmb of ogbabgdol ©sd33006M580L dg-
3 (3069-05685D0lb GMbg(300L sbEMmgds.
Loggngfgdgmns, Hma gamagbolb dogbom dgwnol
dgmmdgmo domgedndggdol bob Lababemg aym.
336Mmbo bgmons, MmIgeads(y bogsbggdm godm-
33939 80g9dmgbs dgmonl §odo@b, smbadbsgl,
A3 Godomo absabgdgma aym XIX Loy z4-
Bob obobyobadwyg. ob @obosbes 1812 Bemals
9dL3ganalb ML, Gmegbsi Gmbgdds be-
6556560 ©9d0bgl (5336mba bgmasns 2006:
669). o330, 1812 bemals mg@m8dGal 533950l
dmbobomyg Bogm ©onsba Hbgdol dogm Dbe-
65D6760L a93mygbgdals Bod@L of s@aliy-
98b. gm0 (36mdoom, dg00b GodoMdo mgmab-
dboby@gds 1816 Bgmbsz LEMMEgdmEs, Jo-
ac03 Mmool dgbyws, 530b dgbobgd (36mdgda
o6 3mazqd3mggds (babmgns, 1896: 26). ymggem
dgdombgggedn, XIX bLoyznbab 30-006 brgddo
dg@00l Godomn 1339 ©@D0sbydyymn nym. 1832
Bl Bo@Emm3mmo@ds sg30:m38s (BgGgmgmo),
Amdgmo(g bo8gamgmmb gomgomal 1829-1834
Bemgddo gobsg9ds, LadyMDoysbmadn dMabdn-

3bmdal  bogomoggdmow  dmgogmdbsbamgdn



a0abogbs, 935bmeb magobo ©s, Ladgagmmb
dmogmal mg306 V ©o00560b 3gmmy, doms
©EMPSmn ©MBIN0s, dgmaol Godoma ge-
bgobmgdabs. dgmnsadn bgmmbbgdaz gogdbe-
369L  3oGob gso8mbobgogem, doged domomo
iemgeob dngrmebymds 3omrs33myoss
s badgamgmmb 9306 donsb doGEmm3mmog
©33000b 200009439603 gl Bo8mbygds Rsdoems
(3KOUPT'O 1864: 79).

40-006 Bmgddn dgmool GodMoom onbB)g-
Mgbs Agbo s@doBgd@mco 3g&Mg bmtman
(1815-1858), ®mIgma(z 1846 Bemowsb 3og3obo-
530 dbabyyAmdEs s bymmmdmdmgmgdolb dga-
9L bbogmmds. 3sb dgmanl GodFal sbsdm-
3900 30539070 S Ma30@aMMmo ©d BMHgbgmo
BomBgmgdol sbmgdn gopsnmm. dgdwmgy dsb
BomBgmgdol sbemado gMeby JoMmzgmmmmals
dot0 dmbaglb (1802-1880) dosbmws (3Mmbg
2011: 98). o300mb 360 dHmMbLgd dgnal Go-
dotn 1848 Bemab 83Gnm3n 3mabsbyyms. 3ob om-
Bgmo Godomn o Rsnbgms g3Mgbgmo o mmsdo-
aMma BoMbgmgda. dnbo (36mdom, ozamag-
930 s @db06dma Godomn (39600 94)-
mmdoom ogm sgsdmo (dmmbg 2011: 94-95).
1859 o 1865 bemgddo (36mdoemds Jotoggmads
0bBME03mb3s @ndn@ Mo dodtadgd (1826-1890)
Lodg(3b0gem BaBbom 0dmaDoyms sgbsbgmda
5 dgmnals Godotag dmababyyms. doba (36m-
dom, dgoalb Godotn 860d369mmzgbom nym ©o-
Basbgdamo. mmomo Jzom dm3n 3gmgdaemo
s Radan@mdgdoo dgdzmma Godoto bmdom
363 0Ly o oym, dog@sed bo@nga. Godomn
bdofo 33960 gmmmmdam, 8o dmMab bggdom
04mM @oRMmn, addoma hodmbamgzal Somab
nym (Bakpanse 1873: 1007).

Abgoal bgmobygmagds  sgbsbgmda
40L& 0sbmdob smEagbady HodMmdws. ©do-
B™3  39339L0sdn JMOLEGNbMINL Iy gbg
Lodmasmgdsdan 1861 Byl aohbmes sbHa dg-
©00b BodMab smmagbol dgbobgd. 53sL Im3-
435 Lodmgsmgdal 1861 Bemal 4 ;mgdgHgmoal
Loomobom  ©oggbomagds (5836Hmba bgmsns
2006: 669-670). ndsgg b5698dn, 1867 bemals 14
bmgddg@b, 30339L00b dggobbszzmol dabgae
m3sbmgabowda (1862-1881) dmblgbgdom de-
Gomdn, bLmbadob Lsdbgomm gsbymagomgdal
MBMmbL3s, a9bgMom-dsom@mds gobom 3qndsbds

(1867-1872) dgnobs o Msbool Godmgdals
53960, ©d mabbol Godmol asbsbemgdals
Logoobo obgs (630bws dmgmgmdmsgsmo...
2007: 200-204). 3onbgosgsw bgmobaamagdal
©506@gMgLgdabs, bdgaal GodMal smmagbs

1868 Bemol 28 3o0bb 39005 56308 03gFgmals
930b3m3mba godGngemo (Jodmdg), BmBmab ov-
Mobngdnado sgbsdgmab g3smdoss dgomes.
mo30b 9bgofnddo godMogm g30bgm3mba dg-
00l God@nl dgbabgd BgMwes: ,bgwn dab nMas-
M0g 5 ™300 dEg0mo, basy 0b dpgdsfmgmal,
domosb 303%nggmoas ... g3mgboolb 3gmgdo

dogmos s 3@ 30(39- Momgda(3, sbg39, dogmas,
obogmygomon babaemal goMms, Mm3gemas Bodmb-

aM9mm0s; 386800l MmomaEsb 34do dg3meab
5 dmbRSBL Fobbg s8mbyma bggdo. g3mgbos
dogboo dgdambamos daboga (3bmzgmgdal
309M, MmImgdboz ogo@o 33bmazMgdbo modom
od 036y3009396. 35@oMs dmgmsba, Mg by(s
93gboss v39dmo, yzgmes 3bMnesb bMsdom
LENMEYds. sbsgmgmam dgdmEmRgbomoas bo-
3dMg3mmb bobgmaggzgdn s dab gzgdmor g3ob
Lgbsggdon. BoblL, MMB g FmbabBgmo agm. dabo
30aqbs domnsb 3ofgo 046gds Mab@osbmdal
Logdnbomgol s dgoMn o6 oxwgds” (630bws
3m3gmdmagsma 2007: 398-399). nds3g Bemals
7 0gmobal BgFomdn sx3baDgmdn Locb3mbm-
986030 damdsmgmdals dgbobgd, g3abzm3mbo
308M0gmo 300093 gMobgm dMHNbogds dgwnal
BodMab smeagbol Lo gombl. 8obo sDMom, Me-
beoalb, dgmonl, dmgzol Godcgdol ommagbs,
LoBnggbn gfmowm, 12-16 smsbn 3obgmo ok wg-
dms (630brs dmgogmdmsgstn 2007: 217).
1888 bymb dgosb gbzos Gybo o6 go-
&9d&mMa s Mgb@ogzMoGmin, Mybgmal 3g(3-
Bog@gdoms 3009300l d39009303mbo sbMga
3o3mo0bmgn. 1893 Bgmb 856 godmogsgybs dg-
ool GodMobs s dabo 3m33mygdLob smbgo-
mmds, HmIgmbsi gmEmgdai ogMom. do-
639 dgobEms GodFab Mg3mbLb@®menabs ©s
mEB65396@5d0lb gMagaggmo Rsboba@gdo. dabo
(36mdom, dg00b Godamo 3dodg damBemgm-
3530 agm: mamgdabs s addsmal babowa Re-
3md gm0, Bobagdo domosbow s amddsmo
bdoco 3(3960Mgmmmdacn oG, odfnl
Lodnfg Bymds bobommdmag Badm(33960ma.
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a3domab bobomo 96 30g3 sgomdg aym,
0330 v39M0ymo Jamdsmgmdal godm o. 3o-
30bmz3s dJabo sDmBzs 39 dmabg@bs o dbm-
mmE mgomab Dmdom Rsobs@s. daba (3bmdom,
Bodfob domosbo dmzmmds 35065 joMaow
03000698mEs, g8m@Rgbarmn 56 dad)gd@uemmo
#mMM3960 30bo 30M3z0bgmn boboo Bodmmag-
6ol badmamgdal ndmgmes. Godocdn dgdmmAg-
Bogma 8bs@3mdab 9@ 0 bobogma AMammgmal
3909mdg 0gm Batdmmagbomo. o. 303em0bmgals
©5b33600, GodMal mogesdnmazgma Loboo se-
©a96s bagbgdoo dgbadmgdgmo agm (TTaBnuHOB
1893: 27).

1892 Bemob 24 300bl @ods md«dda gonde-
Moo LadnFMmbaysbmlb J3bmgFgdms BogH s8m-
®Ryomo 93PGGgdeb §Mgds, HmBgmdy
69000b &odMal smeagbal Lszombo @sonbge.
36900b o gbamgdsdn bamggedas: ,mbos go-
Bobmmglb 89gg dogme@® 3gLodal dgbabodbsga
69000b  @odofn, Mmdgmoi eglb Jumogdl
Bodomog Logdmbmal dbogom sdzm aoMmmsd3g-
Mmo”. 309858 osEanbs, Godmal gobobmagdo-
Lomgol saommdMng 33300Mmomgalb @ogby-
Lgdaboor goabobown, Lymdy momm 8dsba.
53 O3 dMEs, dg3mBomymmdgdom dgg-
3bmo (mgdmdgmo gobm 1892).

0dagg bobgddn, gs%b. ,039M00b" gmEgLdm-
bogb®n dgmonl @odfnl dgbobgd Bgco: ...
od(3d godms LndgoEmgb 3g@nb-3g@om og)-
Basbgdas gb Godama, 393688 Mmagal Ba@byyema
boonomy 0dgbo g&Ymds mgbsg, MHm3 dgb-
3mobomebsgg dog dmbabgdoo Juob abooo o
3y4obgg aobndbggomgdom JGalbBosbmdmngabe
©d bombymms Hmms 358 030L(3930b 3d6m-
Somos. LadbybomE MM s@aM a3dmbos ©s6-
360mgdoo 0339696s ob. bbgs 3@ogoem 3bsd-
36mdoms dmMol, HmIgmmagsb dmgo domowm
Bodemoamons s Badmomemo, gobbsgmomtgdom
4690530l mambos dgwool §odMob badbmgm
30R)0bIR  @boGIme  @8oH  @yrmBmab
Lobg. ¢godms gomamgdalb wemdmdgem  domab
30bmzgoba obgsdl magabo oma: dbMgda,
3060bsbg s ™30, 330Mg306000 393 3Mdamo o3
bobo@ by joMasw @omhBgbarmas, 4obbsynmeg-
b0 m35mgdo ©d boMmdgdo momddab bHmmosw
03603@oR 260l RoEPme eey8ry. Jomerme
(3o mmys Bsdmomos; (3o bgemal bamagg

@00 3omasw LRsBL. ng, Lawsy 0856 gEm-
gFomos sbsGmoa, Bambgmgdai dgmecgdom
NBO® 3650 FmLRGL ... Godomb gnddomaczs
243, 85863 493350l maga (Fmogmemn) Rsdm-
(330360mo0s s oboMAgbaz aodbawgdamos
Radmba(339600 ... ©d Lobdmgsme gb ©owg-
dmo o Lobgmmgsbo Bodma Rggbals Bombyy-
mabs 0M393s, 08mgds”. gobgmal 3mEgL3m-
bgb@0 03sbaz 5bndbogl, HmI sbemmdsbermm
dgbmgmgdo  g3mgbonl  d3gdo  do3gmbrosom,
Bmalb Logmagzobomgzgob s dmal dygbGabogal
(nggtros 1894).

08 3megbdmbogbz0sdn  asbbognmmgdom
3603369mmmgabos, Gm3  s3@™mE0  50badbagl
Godo@dn medat 8ggob gmgbzal s@bgdmdsl,
Amdgmo(g bogdomm 3oMa damdamgmdsdo ym-
goems.

1894 Bgmb dgonl Godofn gobmaogds
®gm babmzosd (1868-1956) Imabsbmms. dobo
(36md0m, &odmal Lobal gomhgzs goMws. ,308s-
900 Bodmgignmo od3Lb, amddosmoa Bobgzmewm
Rodmba@gmmos o dgmeg Bobggetacs, Locges
RodmabgMgge. 3gomgddyg, g&ymds, Abs@zmmds
gmgoms, aombs 63030L Redmygibbos. dbe-
B36mds  aMhgbomons  (3mBommbom  Ladbg-
o0l 396 Bg300, bows 3zox0m@ LRGL ,0qLm
Jeab@g Bgommbomeb”. dgbagom 396M9d%g d3g-
b0l gmeggdo ©asl. ojoom-sdgor Lodbafggmm-
980 3O gmo dgbobymas” (bobmgzos 1896). o.
Lobm gos sFeggmb BgMb msdem dggab gMgbgolb
dgbobgd, omdze 963 dogMsd dgagab gmgbgob
abbgbogdl. ngo dbmemmm 0dsl 5bnd6s3L, HmI
Godo@dn 39360 gdgds dogMe@ dggal Logeme-
300 3350, Jog M3 sdome (Lobm zns 1896).

XX Lom3mbolb obobyobdn amEao-badgata-
mmb g3s6 ool mggmamal magomsebggmmbos
939b00b 3m3mgmds ngbyg dgmnsd, MHmIgmas
Mg dm30gm3babymgdel sxbabgmdn 9bg-
mEs, bmem 1897-1904 66. soombal doodg dm-
0356gmds, dgeool Godolb smwagbs s of
03000b3bobyEgdal  gobobmgds  gowabysznde.
1909 Bgemb 356 Lmbydob g30bzm3mbl ©ndo@)-
0oL (b3gEMmazbzn) Lmbdab g3s6dosdn gowe-
43560 o dg@nals @odMal 6obaMg396mab (3bm-
361960b mbmgbam dodatms. g3abzm3mbo wodo-
&0 (1907-1911) ©o0sbb3s bmbndal g3t do-
530 0gbg dgmool godmygebsl, dogmed dgwnal



&odMab bsbag3gdmab dobo (36mg69d0L 358)9-
am&onmo Bobssmdmgao ngm (5336Mmba bgmons
2006: 669-670). 1909 Bemob 036030 degogemo
09bg dgmos bmbndal 9356 Josdn dgwmnal yma-
mob30bes 300bddmdmal 80dnbgdol g3emg-
Loob 3ofMggem BobsddmgMmam ©onbadbs (§mam-
bodg s BohymMmadgoemo 2008: 18). s36domzob
donbgoaze, 0gbg dgmoasl dgwoal Godomsb
3bm3Mgdabs s dabo smeagbal bymgamo o6
aobgmgdas. 30b3s I30mmdad  LadyMboye-
Bl bog®m s Labymog&m Labmasmmagdada
dbsmoggms 33mgs. 1910 Bgemb dgwnolb mgdab
3(3bmzM9dds mogemgdds gfogme ©s Jmboo
doM30d0dg9d38s Lmbadal g3abim3mb ©0dn@)-
0l dgnals Godommsb gzmagbool s39d0l 6gdoe-
030 boobmgglb o dobo agadss Botmanbgl.
53 obmzbol 930b3mM3mbLads dgdwmggn Ggbmm-
(300 M. ,MdMNbogl  dmbmgbgmgdl
93maboolb g9ads, Mo@asb abobo mbmymmdgb
365 g3magboal, sedgm bLogzocalb sggdals 6gde-
ogab. g3mgboab s398s Dgdg@ow 803sRboy,
boenm dmazege dgemasl 89 0babss 3d&dsby,
M3 96 gsbmgMs dgmnal bsbamgzqddo s sb-
md(3 39BMnbomgd, MmA dob sMobmegl dog(399
Bgdsb s@abBymmb o Bafge-mm (335, oboa(s
539690 0gbols Loggemyg (53d6mbo bgmans
2006: 670-671).

233Mmbo bgmsns smbadbsgws, Hm3 dgwanb
BodMob smEagbol bgmb Mdmows dmendozos.
bgmabyxmgdobs s Gnbo bLodmgwgmmgdo-
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3mbgdlb LyFesm bdgmosi obgomngg Gubye
Ambsb@mo  asagdioem, Mmamey sbaemn
smbo, daggnbms, 398560, @b s Imgals-
386mbo bgmons 2006: 671-672). doybgosgsm
oo Babssmdogamdabs, ogbg dgmos dgwnab
B9do00b 083330000 s Lombmoals dm-
mmdg ob o6 oG mzggons.

1910 Bgmb  Lsb3E-3g@gMdncaal  sfdo-
&9d@mEms  bsnd3gMogmmm  Labdmgamgdob
05339000, 3900l Godomb dbosGgomn 0s3md
gobbgMa gbgns. 3L 0gbg gmosd ssmgzamo-
96gd0bs @odotn. Imzogmb Mgabbgmabomgal
Mod3odb, Hm3 bLoydsbgomgdo 3ol 3omg3a(3
1bobogl §odtal dogma dbo@ztmds; anddomo

20-25 Beob 60b obamgemmes dgbalb ©o(39d00m;
03m0b3baby@gds 3060L36gmo 1816 bgmb
gmgoers, 399wy go 3gByzadews, dMgzerdo
68960L ©ab3mbal s LobLEMBAL gsdm (Mg-
0bbgma 2004: 232).

1912 Bemob 350bd0 gog®seda Gbgonl 0d3g-
Go@mMa bogmmmd Il (1894-1917) Rodmgngos.
16 300LL sg3babms 3G (3093 semggbabog
domgadadol dgomon@mmdoo 033gMeGmml  bg-
0ol @odMal smeagbol dgbabgd mbmgbs dns-
Amgo, Madg 0339MoGMATs obbdmds gobe-
(3bo@s. 0839 bobgddo Lmbydalb g3abzm3mbds
obM0sd  (qb@maLzn) yumomgds doogzns
sg3bobgmal §odegdal Lagsmarm 3pgmdaty-
Mol o omo smEagbo-gobabmgdol Lygnmbo
©o0Ygbs. g30bgm3mbds sbMasd (1911-1913)
6935 @sGmm 0gbg Jgmool Godofmmsb sbemmb
obobmgdygmaym ©s 63. sbMas 3omggmbm-
©90mmal  Lobgmmdal  g3mgbos  gobgabemg-
dabs. 0gby Jgmnod Fommoz gobosbms ob-
©M0d  30M39mbmgdgmal Lobgmmdalb 430l
93m9bos, Gmdgemags 1912 Braob 26 s36Gomb
930b3m3mb3s s6MNsd s 3PFmbs. dm3zgma3-
™o35M3s 0gbg dgmoasl 6gds @oMomm mgmab-
3babyMgds Jofomm gbodg smgbEmmgdobe.
Lebydol g3obgm3mbo dganlb dmbab@mals go-
bLBAL obobdsz nym. 1913 Brmob 13 056306L
930L3m3mb sbMnsl 0bozns@ogom Lobmwds
dooem  as0056y39@omgds bmbndal m3zmnaal
939L05-3mbabGMgdal smbowggbow Myybgmals
03396M00L Gofamgdda dgdmbommmmdgdals dg-
acmg9dal dgbobgd. dg04dbs L3gznsmyMa gm-
boon, mm3gmdog 3oMggmo dgbs@oba, 2 smaba
3sbgon, 083gFMo@mmds bogmmmd I1-3 gos 3gos;
16306 gLds bLobmads 6 smsbn dobgma godmym.
96 bgmabswda 30 somsbn dsbgomn dgammgms.
930L3m3mb  8bMasl  abazns@ngom Rsdmys-
mades  Lagds@jom  Logzmgbom-bsddgbgdem
3M3089&0 Lmbydab m3Aanl RRGEMLAL 3men-
3M3b03 bogmmoan 398 (39m0b megdxm3smgm-
doo. bs83gbgdemm s smEagboma Ladmdomgdo
1913 Bemob boggbyemdn @onbym. 0dagg Bemals 28

L9dB98d9ML gzPMNbS sbomsaggdmma gzmgbos
M0gddo, dgzgomms mabbolb Godsma, dndwo-
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Bomgmdms Ladyydamgda gofMbzsdo, mmn3smada,
25390 (g03sbscns 2005: 694).

Lobmob 1913 Bemob 17 md@m8dMab aoag-
bomgdoom dgnsdan gmadg@bals ymamowbdnbos
0300b3dmdmals ba@ob Lobgmmmdal 8sdsms dm-
BabBgco ogndbes. 08539 bemals 20 6mgddg@mb
3mgogmo 0gbg dgmos Lembadal bsgsmgo®m
&9dodo 0mbgdals bobgmoo dg@o smn33g(3e-
3gmmg gl 0g0 d9000b 3moggMbol ymgmaco-
63060 03000b3dMEmal bo@ab Lobgmmdal dm-
Bab@Mob Babsddmgmom ©onbndbs (Gmgmbady
s 8sBm@ndgoma 2008: 18). 08bsbow, god.
20896 gm0b” 3mEgLdmbrogb@ o byMws, HmAd dg-
©00b &odEMob Jobmmmdmom nmbgd dgmosd sogm
35806 LoyEsMn, Loz goabdbabymgds Jo-
Mo gbsdg bLEMmEgdmes (0dgfgma 1914)
0ombgd dgmosl Bog® sggdamo g3emgbos go-
mogbal gofgo oym, gmobddmdmol Godmab
©obogmagmom.  sEanmmdMozds  mogowgdds,
doM30d0dgqd38s, 3mbabgamb 50 ©gbg@nbady
8980 8065 dgbbomgl (gaemo 1917). ombgd dg-
Mool GgmMg 3o@omMs g3mabosg sgans gomms-
360b goMgo, 3mabddmdmal Godtnl AMoo-
mmgmom, Mm3gemag 0maby mgmabdgdyzggmals
Labgmbg 3nGabgdosm. b dgMBmbobgby-
Sob bogbmaMgdmam bob dgbmdsz smgns. ogon
dggmo Godmal gobobmgdobogs Baggamﬁno. 0YY)
b @odofn gobgosbmgm, gb 3yomby LadsMomgg-
mmb 96 og3oMggdem”, — modzedlb ombgd dg-
ool (bobombm gobgma 1914). Gmame 3 Rabl,
3oL o0 dMgdes dnggobomal, sbaema smmbals,
©M3bol, dmdzalb ALy ImbobGMgdoo as-
©54(393° © FodHmdws, Gm3 Jgodmgdmes
Abgdo dgoosboz ©8358MmMbydmebgb. ©dn-
&™3 0go (3L0mmdos Mo dgodmgds dgGo dg-
H3mMbodmbo ymagamagm dganl dmbalid)gcda,
3ogM5d gb ggc dmabgmbs. 3abo goMmms(3gomyg-
b0l dg3ga Imbabiggmo Mnbgdl GmI o6 Roge-
Mbmes bgmdo, 0mbgd dgmnsd gowsbygzo@es ob
g8 3MbILEGMOE gd(305 S Mg3mamnl ©g-
oM 3mbsbEMal Bnbsddmgemab dmmadstes-
3905 3085Mma. sbgm gomamgdsdn, 1916 Bgemb,
0mbgd dgmons dmEmEbgmem goMoan(33omos
(6336mbo bgmons 2006: 672-673). 530b d93wg4

3mbabGEnL Bnboddmgama 3mgmgmdmbodmba
aomMao (3o 3omans) agm.

1917 Brob 12 3o68b badomoggmmb g3-
mgboolb 93@m3gxomns smeas. 0dsgg Bmoab
L9d®g8dgMdn doMggmds Logzmagbom 3Mgdad
LodoMoggmmb g3maboal doMogs-godggmdals
©gdqmgds o8 gozs. 890gdbs 13 gdamdos,
dom dmEob (3bn3-dgnal g3sGgas, H™MImal
dmgmgmdmagmol  3s@ngom . (3b3-6gmngma
930L3m3mba“  gobobadmgMs.  obom3g4dbncma
9356 g0 EMHMgdoo ©89)d399gdsMgl Fymboo-
ol g3o6gosl, Gm3gmbsz doGHm3mmodo 53-
d6mbo (bgmaons) gogs bamsggda.

1919 Bob 7 mg@m3dgeb sgbadgmals bod-
m30gmmgdobs s baghm Lsdmasmmgdal bEy-
NRmgd0s6 boMmImdsanbymmes bLogebagdm
3690 gondofmms. 3M9ds8 dnncm @owagbamgds
bogoMoggmmb g3mgboob onMabrodgool sgbe-
Bgordg 3030 (39mgdob dgbobgd; bmbadal g3om-
doob bobgmo asmogfdss o (3b4yd-sg3bsbgmals
9356 Jos gbmws; 369003 Bmgogmdmagmawm do-
BEOm3mmn@o 23dMmbo (bgmons) so@has. 1919
Brmab 28 mg@m8dg@b bszosmamogmbm badgma
©5598) 3030 9g8bodgmal  Lagdsdjom 36950l
30056943980mgds  FoGFmm3mmog  888Hmbob
3b93-053bsDgmal dmgogmdmegmem oMRgzal
dgbobgd, s8sbmabogg gds@doal bogeGmggmmb
Lo 3omamo 3mbmb 3g8saqbmmdada domgds o-
o@a06s (godsbatmos 2012: 115-120).

do@mm3mmo@n 533Gmbo (bgmons) dgwnab
&odMabl 808sMm o 3bGMbggmmdsol 0fgbs.
%96 gogs 1917 Bemal 306G mmb Bomgdam
0gdbs aomabygzg@nmgds dgwnol 8s8sms Imbe-
LEMOL  Egoms AmbabB Mo  gowszgmgdab
®omdadg. 1919 Bemal 30 mg@mB8dgmb Ba@mm-
3mmo@ds 5336mbad (bgmans) Lo omamnzmbm
Lodgmb dgmnals mbBabBmabomgol @obdomgdals
obmgbom dodsGms: ,Mmamts 1339 dmgblbg-
bgds bagomamogmdm baddmb, dgmnal dsdsms
dmbabi@gfo  oeggbomos  30053900©9L -
©omd Imbab@Mom ©d BnbsddmgMom wabnd-
bymos  gobgmab  ImbobB ol  Baboddmgata

00913gb0s 9bab@obos. 35L Mggggmee ©owon
3603369mmmds gq69ds sx3babgmadn Jeab@nsbm-



b0l 30638 30(3900bomngab, oo ¢dg@gl, Hm3
53 3mbabBgHdn aobDMsbymas BgMs-z0mbgals
5 bgmbaddalb bgmmol gobbbss. s80bmgal 3b-
obmg bogomomnzmbm badgmb smdmahabmb o3
3mbabi Ml Mondy obdomgds JMab@nsbmdal
0m3aqgbgmm Labdmasmmgdol ®sbbgdowsb 0d
bofggdal obogomogom, Mmmdgmbsa aodm-
06393L 60bs3dmgmol o @oms aomabzms, do-
30b go@s@ebs s Jomn Imbab@gfadn @ednbes-
3905°. 83 obmgbol ©obszdsymgnmgdmoem be-
3omdmngmbm Ladgmad 5 smoba dobgma godmym
(Joth0s 2021: 351-352).

0e3gb0s  965LEOLoSL  (mmBmgagsbadg)
d99wga, 1920 6gmb, dg000b gosms 3mbab@)-
0l B0bsddmgFom @osanbgl 3mbsdmba Babm
(Bdm3zgfns), Gm3gmaz 0ndgbolb batobbda so-
439690L (Jotros 2021: 351-352).

1920 Bmob 30by@mb do@mm3menn@ds o3-
36308 @asbEMms Jmdomds 653GMIdy b0
©5 d9000b @odomn®. 653GmBn dgnalb @sdMabs
©5 dobo bLEdMbabBOM 3M33emggbol abGmMaal
dmbmamognmmaon 3gbBagmal 3oMggm (3ol
Bomdmoggbl. 6536GmMIdo JoGEHm3memn@n 83-
dmbo 0ol Godfal smmagbol LyEgzamb
393mmg309ms. ngn 5mbadbogms, HmI ™ Jgo-
(335, bembnddn Jomggma dmggmdmsgsma

RS ©s 3900l Godfnb smoagbal Babssmdwoy-
amds o6 3994365dms. 0l sbM0m, Losdobmw
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dgdmadgemn nym (53d6mbo bgmaons 2006: 673).

1921 Beoob  ogdgmgam-3sm@dn  bodgmms
Aybgonl dogm LogoMmzgmmb m3m3s300bs s
36ggboolb dg8rga dgddborma sbagma gormmdal
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Bedia Cathedral
19" century — the beginning
of the 20" century

Prof. Bezhan Khorava
Sokhumi State University

Bedia Cathedral was the centre of the diocese in
the 10%-18" centuries. Due to the Abkhaz intervention
in the northwestern part of Odishi principality, the
diocese of Bedia was disestablished in the 1760s
(Khorava 2000: 41)

The church services in the cathedral ceased after
the disestablishment of Bedia diocese but were later
resumed. The queen of Mingrelia, Nino Dadiani,
noted in 1805 that services were held in Bedia
Cathedral (Akty (akak) 1868:528). In October 1812,
a military expedition to Bedia village was organized,
led by the Prince of Odishi (Mingrelia) Levan V
(1805 — 1846). According to the references of the
commander and historian of the principality, Niko
Dadiani (circa 1780 — 1834), the fortress of Bedia
was in the possession of Levan Shervashidze, who
was present there with his family. When the troops of
Odishi, alongside a Russian military unit, approached
the fortress of Bedia, Levan Shervashidze ceded the
fortess to the Prince of Odishi after a brief fire-fight
from both parties (Dadiani 1962: 204).

The fact of a fortress existing in Bedia has not
confirmed, yet, it may be the casethat Bedia Cathedral,
enclosed by walls, and its monastery complex, which
was inaccessible on the three sides, functioned as a

castle after the settling of the Abkhazians there at the
end of 18th century. Conceivably, within the walls
was the wooden residence of the owner of Bedia, the
family of Shervashidze. Ambrosius Khelaia, who
dedicated a special study to Bedia Cathedral, noted
that the cathedral remained intact until the beginning
of the 19th century, and stated that it was damaged
during the 1812 expedition, when the Russians aimed
cannons at it (khelaia 2006:669). However, member
of the October events of 1812, Niko Dadiani, did
not confirm the fact of cannons being employed by
the Russians. According to one reference, church
services were held in Bedia Cathedral even in 1816,
but evidence stating the time when the services
ceased are nowhere to be found® (Sakhokia 1896:
26).

Nevertheless, Bedia Cathedral was already
damaged in the 1830s. In 1832, Metropolitan
Bishop Davit (Tsereteli), who was the head of the
diocese of Mingrelia in 1829 — 1834, sent clergymen
to Samurzakano to preach Christianity there.
Furthermore, he persuaded his sister, Queen Martha,
the spouse of Levan V, the Prince of Mingrelia, to
renovate Bedia Cathedral. Masters were sent to
Bedia to burn limestone, but the sudden death of
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Queen Martha and the transfer of Metropolitan
Bishop Davit from the diocese thwarted the project
(Zapiski 1864: 79).

In the 1840s, a Russian architect, Petr Norov
(1815-1858), who had served in the Caucasus since
1846 and studied the architechural monuments,
took interest in Bedia Cathedral. He gauged the
dimensions of Bedia Cathedral and made copies of
lapidary and fresco inscriptions. He then sent the
copies to French archeologist Marie Brosset (1802-
1880) (Brosset 2011: 98). Marie Brosset visited
Bedia Cathedral in April 1848, and also assessed
the cathedral and noted the lapidary and fresco
inscriptions. According to him, the deserted and
damaged cathedral was covered with vegetation®
(Brosset 2011, 94-95). Renowned Georgian historian
Dimitri Bakradze (1826-1890), was in Abkhazia on a
science trip in both 1859 and 1865, and visited Bedia
Cathedral. He also claimed the cathedral was greatly
damaged. “Reveted with hewn stones and adorned
with ornaments, the cathedral was not very large in
size, but was exquisite. It was thickly covered with
vegetation, including trees; the dome on the brink of
collapsing” (Bakradze 1873: 1007).

Russian authorities were considering the reinstat-
ement of Christianity in Abkhazia. Thus, the idea
of rehabilitating Bedia Cathedral was born in the
Society for the Restoration of Orthodox Christianity
in the Caucasus in 1861, followed by the Society’s
relevant resolution of 4" February 1867 (Khelaia
2006: 669-670). In that period, on 14" November
1867, in a report addressed to the Viceroy of the
Caucasus, General Governor of Caucasia, Grand
Duke Michael Nikolaevich of Russia (1862-1881),
the Chief of the Sukumi Military Division Major
General Vasiliy Gaiman (1867-1872) raised the issue
of the rehabilitation of Bedia and Dranda cathedrals,
as well as the renovation of Likhni cathedral (Tsminda
mgvdelmtavari Gabrieli (kikodze) 2007, 200-204).
Despite the interest of the authorities, the rehabilitation
of Bedia Cathedral could not be implemented.

Bishop of Imereti Gabriel (Kikodze), whose
jurisdiction included the Abkhazian diocese, visited
Bedia on 28" May, 1868. Bishop Gabriel recorded
about Bedia Cathedral in his report: “The scenery
around it and the place itself, where it is situated,
are very attractive...the walls of the church are

intact and solid. The arches are also intact, except
for the western part, which has collapsed. Sunlight
penetrates through the vaults of the dome and trees
growing on it can be seen. The inside of the church
is fouled by livestock, which the locals keep here
at night. The small area where the church is built is
surrounded by ravines. To the west, the ruins of a
belltower are preserved, and below it, monastic stone
cells. It seems that there used to be a monastery here,
the restoration of which will bring a lot of good
for the Christian purpose, and it will not be costly”
(Tsminda mgvdelmtavari Gabrieli (kikodze) 2007,
398-399.). Bishop Gabriel returned once more to the
issue of the rehabilitation of Bedia Cathedral in his
letter of 7 July that year, about the state of religious
affairs in Abkhazia. In his opinion, the restoration of
the three cathedrals altogether — in Dranda, Bedia,
and Mokvi — would amount to 12-16 thousand
Roubles (Tsminda mgvdelmtavari Gabrieli (kikodze)
2007: 217). .

In 1888, Bedia was visited by Andrey Pavlinov
— an academician of Russian Academy of Sciences,
an architect and restorer. In 1893, he published the
description of Bedia Cathedral and its complex,
illustrated with photographs. He also made graphic
sketches of the reconstruction of the church and the
ornaments. According to his report, Bedia Cathedral
was in a pitiful state: the arches and part of the dome
had collapsed, the facades and dome were thickly
covered with vegetation, the facing gone. Part of the
dome was still in place, but due to its condition, A.
Pavlinov was not able to assess the dimensions and
made only approximate sketches of it. According
to him, the overall capacity of the cathedral could
still be estimated quite well, and the preserved
architectural shapes allowed them to picture the
original state of the structure. Most of the murals
preserved in the church were on the northern wall.
A. Pavlinov concluded that a complete restoration of
the cathedral to its orginal state was quite possible
(Pavlinov1893: 27).

On 24" May 1892, a meeting of the deputies
elected by the residents of Samurzakano was held in
the town of Okumi. The issue of the restoration of
Bedia cathedral was raised. The meeting resolution
announced: “The wonderful cathedral of Bagrat III,
which has been transformed into a den where thieves



keep their stolen livestock, must be renovated.”
The meeting resolved that, in order to rebuild the
cathedral, a tax was to be introduced, demanding the
local residents to pay 10 Abazi per capita. The rest
could be funded by donations (Okumeli Vano: 1892.)

In that period, a journalist of “Iveria” newspaper
wrote about Bedia Cathedral: “...the cathedral was
severely damaged in the course of ruthless time,
but its past greatness is so evident even today that,
on entering the place, you remove your hat with
reverence, as a feeling of respect for Christianity
and times past overwhelms you. Unfortunately, we
did not have enough time to assess it. Among the
many murals, some of which are completely blurred
or faded, the face of Queen Tamar, portrayed on the
southern wall of Bedia Cathedral, deserves particular
attention. Merciless time took its toll on this as well,
but the shoulders, the face and head, adorned with a
crown, are preserved well in this painting, especially
the eyes and brows. It has been preserved almost
intact to this day. Just the colour on one cheek is
faded: all five fingers on one hand can clearly be seen.
The inscriptions where Queen Tamar is portrayed are
comparatively legible...there is also a dome in the
cathedral, but its centre has fallen down and the rest
is about to collapse...and these great and famous
remnants of our past are failing, falling to pieces.”
The journalist also mentions that the people residing
nearby would take the church stones, some for the
cemetery, and some for their fireplaces (Iveria: 1894).

The fact that the author mentions in the
correspondence the existence of the fresco of
Queen Tamar, which was in quite good condition, is
particularly important.

In 1894, the cathedral was visited by ethnographer
Tedo Sakhokia (1868 — 1956). According to his
records, it was difficult to identify the cathedral. “The
vaults have caved in, the dome partially collapsed,
the rest is on the brink of collapsing. The walls
seem to have had murals on them, but they have
been washed away by rain waters. The paintings are
sparsely preserved above the southern door, where
“Jesus Christ by the Spring” can clearly be seen.
There are heaps of stones at the entrance doors; in
some places chapels are preserved intact” (Sakhokia
1896: 26). T. Sakhokia did not write anything about
the fresco of Queen Tamar, but he did not mention

the fresco of Bagrat III either. He just stated that he
searched for evidence of King Bagrat’s resting place
for a long time, but in vain (Sakhokia 1896: 26)

At the beginning of 20" century, priest of the
Teklati Church of the Archangel in the diocese of
Guria and Mingrelia, Iese Shelia, who had served God
in Abkhazia before, and performed on Mount Athos
in 1897 — 1904, decided to restore Bedia Cathedral
and resume services there. In 1909, he appealed to
the Bishop of Sukhumi, Dimitry (Sperovsky) to
be transferred to Sukhumi diocese and reside near
the ruins of Bedia. Bishop Dimitry (1907-1911)
consented to Iese Shelia’s being transferred to
Sukhumi diocese, but strongly objected to his living
near the ruins of Bedia Cathedral (Khelaia 2006:669-
670).

In July 1909, priest Iese Shelia was appointed a
Senior Priest of the Church of the Dormition of the
Mother of God in Pirveli-Bedia in Sukhumi diocese
(Togonidze and Machurishvili, 2008). Despite the
prohibition, Iese Shelia did not part with the desire to
live near Bedia Cathedral and restore it. His attempt
found support in the general as well as the religious
society of Samurzakano. In 1910, the residents of
Bedia community, the nobles Grigol and Kotsia
Shervashidze, asked Bishop Dimitry of Sukhumi to
allow them to erect a church next to Bedia Cathedral.
They also proposed a plan. Bishop Dimitry imposed
the following resolution: “The petitioners are to
receive their plan back, as they are not asking for
permission to build a church, but a shrine. I find the
building of a church unnecessary, while Priest Shelia
has previously been given an order not to live in the
ruins of Bedia Cathedral. I am warning him now, that
I will never allow him to perform services even if a
shrine is built there” (Khelaia 2006: 670-671).

Ambrosius Khelaia noted that politics hindered
the rehabilitation of Bedia Cathedral. The settlement
of Georgian monks in Bedia was not what the
authorities and Russian clergy desired. Sukumi
bishops wished to transform Bedia into a Russian
monastery, just like New Athos, Pitsunda, Kamani,
Dranda, and Mokvi(Khelaia 2006: 671-672). Despite
the great opposition, Iese Shelia settled near Bedia
Cathedral, and did not leave the place until his death.

In 1910, after the order issued by St. Petersburg
Emperor Society of Architechts, painter Jacob
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Reisner paid a visit to Bedia. Iese Shelia showed him
around the cathedral. The priest told Reisner that,
in his youth, he had seen the complete collection of
murals in the cathedral; that the dome had collapsed
20-25 years before, after being struck by lightning;
that services were last held there in 1816, then ceased
in order to suppress the faith in the parish and due to
a lack of funds (Reisner 2004: 232).

In May 1912, the Emperor of Russia Nicholas II
(1894-1917) went to Gagra. On 16" May, the Abkhaz
deputation, presided over by Aleskadre Shervashidze,
applied to the Emperor with a request about the
restoration of Bedia Cathedral. The Emperor granted
his consent. In the same period, Bishop Andria
of Sukhumi (Ukhtomsky) drew attention to the
lamentable state of Abkhazian cathedrals and raised
the issue of their restotarion and renovation. Bishop
Andria (1911 — 1913) granted Iese Shelia permission
to settle near the cathedral and restore the Church of
St. Andrew the Apostle. Iese Shelia did renovate the
stone Church of St. Andrew the Apostle, which was
consecrated by Bishop Andria on 26" April 1912.
The Bishop then allowed Iese Shelia to conduct
services in Georgian. The Bishop of Sukhumi also
agreed to open Bedia monastery.

On 13" January 1913, at the initiative of Bishop
Andria, the Synod made the decision to collect
donations throughout the Russian Empire in order
to restore churches and monasteries in Sukhumi
district. A special fund was created and the fisrt
contribution to the amount of 2 thousand Roubles
was made by Emperor Nicholas II. The Holy Synod
donated 6 thousand Roubles. 30 thousand Roubles
was collected in one year. At the initiative of Bishop
Andria, the diocese church building committee was
established, chaired by Commander of Sukhumi
district Colonel Nikolay Vetsel. The construction
and restoration works began in summer 1913. On
28" September, a newly built church in Duripshi was
consecrated, Likhni Cathedral was reconstructed,
and other works were in progress in Jirkhva, Othara,
and Aatsi (Gamakharia 2005: 694)

After the resolution of the Synod of 17" October
1913, the monastery of St.Mary of the Blachernae
Icon was founded in Bedia. On 20" November
that year, priest lese Shelia became a monk under

the name of loseb in Sukhumi Cathedral. He was
appointed the head of the monastery of St. Mary
of the Blachernae Icon in Bedia the following day
(Togonidze and Machurishvili 2008).

A journalist of “Iveria” newspaper wrote in that
peiod, that Ioseb Shelia built a small church where
services were held in Georgian (Imereti 1914).

The church built by Ioseb Shelia was outside
the wall, to the west of the Cathedral of the Mother
of God. The local Shervashidze princes donated
more that 50 dessiatins (1 dessiatin = 2.702 English
acres) to the monastery (Edili 1917). loseb Shelia
built another small church outside the monastery
walls, to the north of the Cathedral of the Mother of
God, which was consecrated as the Church of John
the Apostle. He also built a wooden construction
to provide accommodation for monks. He also
commenced the restoration of the old cathedral. “If
manage to restore this cathedral, Georgia will never
lose this region”, said Ioseb Shelia (sakhalkho gazeti
1914).

Apparently, he reflected on the transformation
of Pitsunda, New Athos, Dranda, and Mokvi into
Russian monasteries, and thought that Russia could
probably come into possession of Bedia monastery
as well. Thus, he tried to accommodate as many
monks in Bedia monastery as possible, but to no
avail. In order to prevent the monastery from falling
into the hands of Russian authorities after his death,
Ioseb Shelia took the decision to transform it into
a nunnery, and began talks with the head of the
Teklati Convent. During this process, Ioseb Shelia
suddenly died in 1916 (Khelaia 2006: 672-673). and
Hieromonk Giorgi (Barkalaia) became the superior
of the monastery.

The autocephaly of the Georgian Church was
restored in 1917. In September that year, the fisrt
church council approved a decree for managing
the Church of Georgia. 13 eparchies were created,
including the Tskhumi-Bedia diocese, the honour of
being the head of which was granted to the bishop
of Tskhumi-Bedia. The newly created diocese was
temporarily the subordinate of Chkondidi Diocese,
whose head was chosen in Metropolitan Ambrosius
(Khelaia).

On 7" October 1919, a special council of the
clergy and plenipotentiary representatives of the



secular society of Abkhazia was held. The meeting
arrived at the resolution of including Abkhazia in
the jurisdiction of the Georgian Church; Sukhumi
diocese was to change its name and become the
Tskhumi-Abkhazia diocese; Metropolitan Ambrosius
was elected the bishop of the diocese at the meeting.
On 28" October 1919, the Catholicos board
approved the resolution of the diocese of Abkhazia
to appoint Metropolitan Ambrosius as the bishop
of the Tskhumi-Abkhazia diocese. The inclusion of
this eparchy into the Catholicate of Georgia was also
approved (Gamakharia 2012: 115-120).

Metropolitan Ambrosius showed great care for
Bedia Cathedral. At the end of 1917, the decision to
transform Bedia monastery into a nunnery was made.
On 30" October 1919, Metropolitan Ambrosius
appealed to the Catholicos board to receive aid for
Bedia monastery: “As the Catholicos board may
already know, the resolution to transform Bedia
monastery into a convent was approved; Mother
Superior Anastasia, the head of Jikheti monastery,
was appointed the superior of the convent. This will
undoubtedly have a great impact on the consolidation
of Christianity in Abkhazia; moreover, the opening of
a reading and writing school, as well as a handicraft
school, is proposed. For this purpose, I would like
to ask the Catholicate to provide some aid from the
funds of the Society for the Restoration of Orthodox
Christianity in order to cover the costs which may
be incurred when transferring the Bishop and the
nuns, the transportation of the luggage, and their
accommodating at the monastery”. The Catholicos
board allotted 5 thousand Roubles for this cause
(Sharia 2021: 351-352. Nun Nino (Bokeria), who
was promoted to Mother Superior, became the head
of Bedia monastery after Mother Superior Anastasia
(Lortkipanidze) (Sharia 2021: 352).

At the end of 1920, Metropolitan Ambrosius
finished his work “Bedia and Bedia Cathedral”.
This piece of writing represents the first attempt
of a monographical study of the history of Bedia
Cathedral and the monastery complex. In this work,
Metropolitan Ambrosius spoke about his desire to
restore Bedia Cathedral. He mentioned that the times
were different, there was the first Georgian Bishop
in Sukhumi, and there would be no objection to
the restoration of the cathedral. In his opinion, the

government would not deny funds for this cause.
Metropolitan Ambrosius noted that the country would
benefit enormously from the restoration of Bedia
Cathedral: the Abkhazians would be able to return to
the faith of their ancestors; they would clearly realize
the religious connection between them and the
Georgians; how strong the cultural-historical bond
between the Abkhazians and Georgians in the olden
times was; they would see that Abkhazia constituted
one whole with Georgia from the ecclesiastical and
political point of view. It was impossible to deny this
unity(Khelaia 2006: 673).

In February and March 1921, the restoration of
Bedia failed due to the occupation and annexation
of Georgia by Soviet Russia, and the new state
that the country was plunged into. The council
of Bedia Cathedral in 1921 included: the Head
of the convent Mother Superior Nino (Bokeria);
Confessor Hieromonk Pavle (Gegia); Chartophylax
Ivliane (Beraia); nuns: Elisabed (Ivanidze), Makrine
(Kolbaia); and novices Tekle Rigvava, Evgenia
Dzadzua, Daria Jobava, Ekaterine Dvalishvili, and
Tamar Mzhavanadze (Togonidze and Machurishvili,
2008). The Soviet authorities began the massive
closure of churches and monasteries. In such
circumstances, many historic monuments faced
the danger of destruction and the authorities were
compelled to take measures in order to protect the
historic monuments of great importance. On 21*
March 1923, a special committee of protection of
antiquities and art monuments was established in
order to protect historic and cultural monuments
(Sosiashvili 2014: 28). On 17% April that year,
the committee sent “a list of particularly valuable
monuments which had historic and scientific value”
to the district executive committees. The list included
the following monuments in Abkhazia: Dranda,
Bedia, Pitsunda, Mokvi, and Ilori(Sosiashvili 2014,
29-32).

In 1925 — 1928, nun luliana (Beraia) temporarily
performed the duties of the head of the convent.
There were 11 nuns and novices in the monastery,
alongside Confessor Hieromonk Pavle (Gegia).
Soon, the Soviet authorities raided the monastery
and closed it down. In 1930, Bedia Cathedral was
no longer among the functioning churches and
monasteries (Sharia 2021: 351-352).
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As such, in the second half of 19" and the
beginning of XX century, Georgian and foreign
reaserchers, and the Georgian press, provided
interesting and important information about Bedia

Cathedral and its monastery complex.
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39@@MMab, gobmamogaabs s gmm jmmmmals
339300, (3000mmds dob dog dm3mggdaemo
M8 9Bo3Bgd0 Lodgzbogmm ynFommgdals go-
6999 o6 og&™39dabs.

0mbgd 5dobds 03069 sxnbgommeb ghmow
30639mo ©o0b@gMgbos dggmn sgbsdgdal
Ro3dmmmdabs s Gobbozdmal dgbbogmoam
(Amxunmxan 1947, 223-260). ds@momos, gb
35306 dbmmme ool oxbabgdol gmbmge-
gogmo ymggab os@mbgmab bogmdzgmbdg gobbm-
M(309mEs ©s 65dMM330 o6 nym gomzgsmoabbo-
6gdmo sdgmmmgonmo dmbo393980’, sbgsg
Loggmgbom ggmbBgmado sbabymn dwowata
doboms, 3ogMsd gb oym 3 dndstorymgdom bo-
39(36096m 33mg30L 3039ma I3gmmds.

©d 35063, 0mbgd 5dobdsl  bLadgbogmm
-36ogd@ngnmo  bogddosbmdols dmogotin  Bado-

Monmgds sg3bodgmal 3@ gMemymo 39mE4)-

Mol dggmo dgamagdol, Loghm s Losgnm@m
Boggdmdgdal dgbbsogms agm. 1938 Bgmb, Gm-

am@z 3o ©odo@Mo anmosl dogf osMbo
bgmmgbgdol Laddgmes Laddsmmggemm, ombgd
5d0bds ©506036s 53 LeddMNZgeMb 3G NEOb
dgamgdol ©o(330L 3obymaggamgdol Mydmbewm.
330gMosb  dobn  Ladgzbogm-3&od@oimn
LogB0sbmds Fmmosbow 3HmENMob dgamgdals
0533560 s Jgbbogmab agmdm.

oq3babgmal  3m@mEolb dgamadlb dmEab
gfo-geomn gzgmady dm3mmotmmo ©d (36m-
doemo dgaob, bmbmdmsb, 3. dgbmgmdyg oMg-
dqemo m0damob ool gs6396m0l ™ML om-
Lgd ©dabdsd 1935 Bgeb, 3oMggmds dgadRbas
BombgMs bowal ool obsgmgmal 3000gg.
doybgmogem 0dobs, Mmd bolb sanmmdmngn
dmbobmmgmds 08560l boeb” mbmwmgdws, xg®
30093 XIX bogy 396930, Gbds bodzgmgmdmyge-

108 Amb sx3badgmdo sBdgmmmans LaybGow oym go-
bgomagdamo. 30Mggma 30b sgbsdgmdo sEdgm-
mmaon®o ba8gbogBm 33magze — dogds snbym ogm
aomMan Bmdobsdzomoa, GmIgmoi 1922 Bgmb sggbe-
bgmdn ©ado@®o ammosl Jogh Sbmop@esmbgdaymo
L8 (36096m badmasmgdal nbazns@ogzam, mgmb 3g-
modbgo-d9a006 ghmee Rogoms s Lmbadbs ©s dab
80008mgddo gombMgdl sbsmImgdos. 580l 93mga, o6-
Jommmaogo gombMgdo od @owa bBal 3s6dambg o3
Ro@otgdmms. dgbododobom, ambgd 5dabdsl s n3s6q
oR0bgomb gb dmbs(3939d0 396 94bgdmes.

Gends 36obgmagos MzoMmmagoed 3ob ,390g930060
bowo® mbms. boaz s BomBgHsg 3oMggmaw
dgobBogmgl dommggmds 8g5(360969d3s Bogm
Rmdabodgomds o mg3e6  MRgmmadgzomads,
m3mqddoz osL336gL, BM3 ol Bamdmawaqbl
3o baygmbggdal Joogyem boggdmdsl, Hm3-
ol ba@mmmndmdmgsmlb 3omasn 3jmbos dqbbe-
3000 8 30bsMab (3gbemgmal) mgabgds. Gacs
353maba@s ,bowol sboggdom sEgomab 3ofgswm
dmgadmgdam” dgmbgzedo o boabomgolb dg-
LogggMabo 3mbBLEEMM 0ol Dgdabgsbooc doa-
6935d0, Bysm@omdal MML 35&sbEGMmeal
30300056 sbszomgdmow. ,gb dggmo boo msbes-
39006Mm39 bomsddgbgdemmdal 3obmbgdbsrs 30
LEmosE 5380ymPamgdL s 8 Gmbosbo dob-
Jobgdal Bmgmo dg9by3zg@&gma Mogol Loddadal
3&0bs(3 30 gmdmoas. sbgma dmogcn s 8)g60-
306w domambamabbmgsebo bowo mow Lagsgmm
5 3mmnd oo 360d36gcmmdal gbobg Nbws
dastoym® (Rmdobsdznmo ©s Mhgmmandznemo
1938, 267-268). mogobo sgomdmgdscmgdoon
bowo ©s393d069d4mas dggmo g3mgboals 656-
269390006 s Lbgs boggdmdgdmaeb, Mmdgmacs
bgmdada 300 3g@mal sdmmgdoom a3bzogds.
dgbadmme, Bg@b, nmbgd 8daobds — gb bown o 30-
3306790 53 LM gdol Drgebmsb ©s dggm
3b93msb (AmanHba 1958, 69). Lagmmobbdms,
3 300390 30b(3 good3mmEgb@s bowal ,39-
Bg30mEeE" 3mbomgmab 838530, LEmM g nmbgd
5dobds 0ym (ALI,3VIH6a 1958, 7). 8m63006380m
Bombgms b3gsnemuFow dgobbsegms mgndnmed
356bo39m3s o 9ImMBbs, BmM3 bown msdamab
93mdodo Lygemog o6 gmggaems sg39dmema, Mo-
a6 sbmdmegtmm bombgMmado dogMad 3939
03ombgds (ds@Mbogqemo, 1973: 139-144)? s ogo
LogoMmamm, 309Mm0sbgdymoa bsgstoggmmb
3ofggmo dggg dogad Il dog@s@omba (978-
1014), o6 80bo dznmndgamo 3ggg doafod IV
(1027-1072) bs agmb.

2439 anmob@zozomomn 0bos 503603bmm,
cmd 2015 Bgemb ogbodds abBmE3mbgdds
mga dmoyosd o LBGobabmoeg mogmdsed Le-

2 3m3a36m 3gGomedn bowal Bo@BgGs as8mdggybos
3. Lommasgolb 30gh mEgg®m (boemmasgs 1980:73; Lo-
mmaogs, 2004: 265) s m. sbomsodab Bag® JoGormm
(sbagmadg, 2005: 180-182) o Gl 9653dg (Axananze
1999: 368).
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bgmenm babymddmgsbgmman ,McTopus Adxasuu*
9339393 ©50y969L dgLemgmal (Msdatab) bowal
©5 Bmgoem sg3bsdgmdn s@bgdmmo Jommyyma
BomBgmgdol ogmgb@mmmds, mamgml dqbemg-
@0l boob BomBg&s ,mz008bomzgmms oddom,
XX Logygbolb 30-006 Bemgddo aymb go3gog-
dqma” (Braxba o Jlakoba 2015, 170-171). of
3MB896@ oMz Dgdg@ s, 35308 83 FmbodMg-
3000 Mgy 3ogdod o LEGBabmag mo3mdsd,
30639 M0gdn, 9334399 ©0094q69L 0mbgd 5dab-
b5b 393609 ymo s s®sdnsbyMa 3gmoaebo-
bonbogmgds, bmmm bs 3gommag demogds Bagows
domaon dgsbogtmmo sg3&mGo@g@olb dJmbg
Logmomata 3sd8al Babssmdmaga. mmga dmayg-
bob 3585 (36mdama sgbabo  gbsmdg(3baga
baby@o dmogds dogmomomgdlb o3 Bombgmgdob
23096 MMdody ©s Imaz0mbemlL  dgbemg-
o0l boolb Bsmbgmol 58mAgbal ab@mEasl
og3babo dbaMgmd(3m@bal 0mbgd sdabdsls dog
(brax6a 1967, 20). obobobos, Mm3 dg(3bngtn,
3mmogogamo  dobbgdowsb
56339 (360g9Mmo Jgomom, (300emmdL o3

30dm3nbofy,

saMomb 8603365mmmzs6 abEmMone 88 30(39-
Smgdolb o 3abyybo gobzgb gemgdgbGemaem
3ombgaol, bonwsb gohbrs JoGormma Bambgmgda
o3babgmdn, o9 JoMmzgmagdo og of (3bmgEMHmMs-
©6967 a5bbs3gomcigdom madamabdmdggmgmoas
qb 3gomeo, 85306, Bm3e JoMommo Bombgmg-
ol 9dMogmgbmds sggbaba boGgmd(3mwbyg-
bals, 39(360969dals, 56 @dMomm mbabmagmdal
>m8mAgboos.

1938 bgmb Bgdgmeal gHom-gHon g3mg-
Lools bobgMgggddn 0mbgd 5dnbdsd smdmahnbs
m@bs3g6@nMgdamn Jzab goms, Mgmagantio
K300 s 5 LGM0gmMbosbn JoMormoa sbmd-
@300 BoMmbgMmom. d30b gams ombgd sdnb-
3538 og3bobgmal LabgmdBogm Inbgmdal Loge-
3mggbm LogM39do 60600703[)01. 1967 Bgemb,
BomBgmol gm@m s Bambgcab 8gJbEo madam
bogmdoal Bognmbgom godmagzgybs babago

! LodBboMmME, Mgl 88 BaMmbgMal sanmbsdymygma
<(36mdos s Babo Bogombgs ©s ob@mEomm-Bys-
Bmod(3mEbymdom bs3ombgddy bggmmds dbmmme
b. 3oydsb 6536mMB3n 308md39ybgdmma gm@mb bLo-
Bdz9mdg dgazodmos (boemmaosgs, 2004: 287-288,;
sbaemadg, 2005: 174-176;).

boydad 653MmIdn Loxbsbgmdn @edbgMmm-
oL abEmEonrsb® (Braxba 1967, 22). Bom-
Bgfo 8magz0cmbGmdl sgommdmogo 3330000k
3o doMGabogol dogH x3tol 3dgbgdmmdals
obBmEool B30bws anmEanl Godmol saqdab
s@gomdy.

©005 0mbgd 5dnbdol @odbobnfgds s64b-
300 BoMbgMgdal aosmhgbal bsgombdo. sbxb-
30b mobo madne@mon BombgFmowseb mea XIX
Lo 3mbgdn SaMggmae abams o6 Jndsbrn@ds
mambogd s Ibmmme gmEBmagdo gsdmagdzybs
(Abxasns v B Hew..., 1885). 3 Bambgmgdowsb
9fom-gemo, gomGao  dsbomobdob  Bambgmo
sdm33qgmomos bgg@dyg, GmM3mal dgmEg dbaty
abggg bambgmgdomas bodmmagbaema. Batby-
960 bgmdgmEgo smdmahnbs 0mbgd 5dobdsd
5 bmbndal bobgmdBogm 39Dgmdob Logsdm-
39bm bogM3gdo gobsmogbs. sbabgal gomean
35bomabdob Bombgms dmazombdmal Godmab
339693mmdab abBmM0slb s JoyMmbsabEmema
©33bgMemmdal gzl gomag@ogogma bgmeob
3eobogn&o 608dos. sbnbgzal BombgMgdowsb
omgb  ogbsdgmal  Labgmdbogm  Inbgmdab
303mggbada sM(39Mmn o6 oMab BoImwag-
bomo, doaMod 0bobgds 3bgndal Lozegda
(Enponsuesa 2019, 9-30). 6m3 s6s ombgd danb-
3oL a8Labnymgds, dgbadmms, 88 dgamgdals dg-
Lobgd 0bgm@s(305(3 30 96 g3Jmbmes.

3603369mmgobos s3bsbgmal Lobgm3bogm
3999380 @oEgme 2MJodgddafame Rygm-
5(30900L  g@omgda BaMbgmagdol  gomgdg,
Amdmagdoig 1938 bgemb sbgzg 0mbgd 8dobdsd
356sma3bs 3bgmdda. 5badbymo brGmmdm-
dgfgere @yGomgdo @egb ddggdab bLoge-
330 0babgds (39Dgmdob 3o@ommao N 8, 9, 11,
12, 13; 9 UBQmeGaSob 8063(9300), Ennoneiensa
2020, 189).

mo30b0 babdm 3mmg Immzebgmdal 356dnm by
0mbgd dnbdsd dmabg@bs o sanmbg dgabbe-
3o sgbabgmal dggmo ba@mcdmdmzcgdal
3AMozomMn3bmzabo 6039dgda, GmIgmos om-
BgFommds s abEmMogmo 860336gmmds ©s-
Bm3zo bgmbabgMob Loboom s dbmmme dabo go-
Md(335mad0©sb 10 Bemab dgdwgy, 1958 Bgemb
358md39960s (An3unba, 1958). 6536(im3d0 bogs-

mgbom s Jo@gd@ncal dgamgdowasb s3@mmbL
dgbbogmoamo o3l goa®ab, dbogal, dnggo-



boob, mobbob, Msbool, domdaem — sdosly, dmd-
300, oenm@0b, 590000, babom sdssly, dm3dmmab,
gbgamab, doshab, ggomsl, an@Rbob ©s 5.9. g3-
mgbogda. bagdm obndbymadol dgamgdowsb
smBgFamos bmbydabs s dogMa@al (30bg9d0,
adafobs s 3boggab, Lamsbgmb, mEsdsgl,
Fndnebobxal, Gghbm-(36060b, sdodeyal, dg-
G3mmab, gobab' o Lbzs (30bgbndsgmggda,
Mm3gmms bobomo mgb ©abasbgdamas o
3dndg g3omamgdadns, o6 oM 5MbgdmdL s dbm-
mmE 0mbgd 5dabdslb bsdmmdom 3g(3bmdom.
dogomomom bmeg. ©obsbyMasbomsb gbam&ab
3oMx3906s 630Dy, 0IdMdm danmab
dgdmbobmmo aym dzgmo bobgMgzgda, HmIg-
oy 8530653 demngl aobomRgmes, ©mgl om-
60d6emn Boggdmds smam sMbgdmal ©s 0bgm-
M3s(300 03 g8dsa3Madamma sanmoal dqbabgd
dbmmme ombgd 8dabdolb Bogbowsb g3043b.
03039 300069055 g. b. 0gbobgomolb oo 3qc0-
ol 398s00a969mn 3m33gdabs s 3gomol be-
Bomob smbgfammdal dg8mbgggedoa.
LonbBgMgbms ambgd 5dabdsl dog dgdmme-
30bgdmmo dgamgdob ombBg@al gomen, Bm(ze
03@™MM0  (300mmdlb  8mggebmomlb  dgamob
BybBo agmamogommo 3gdsMmgmds, dog. ©o-
dmEgds mobrmmgbo obobrmgdamo 34648 0w©s6,
30bsM0©sb, sDnLEgdL dgamol dgdomamdal
399690603 MgmogBmeb dodsmmgdom, 1398gb
dgbodmgdemmdal

d9dmbzgzedn, dabgozom

BomImagomagblh dgamol 865bmgdbsc, be-

MdEMAL dgamal o dndgd&ndnm gm®mdgddy,
bo@zMmm-gimmsdonm  ImEmagmmdgddy,
330609 gmEBab J3ob Mamogygddg, GmImg-
b0z Rydn®mndom ymgoams d98 3mmoa, JoGome
0303Mox039er dgamgddy @ o. 3. 3g@Bocror
dgamgdo omsmnrmgdymo d43b o Landmmdl
oo ob@mFoge 860d36gmmdsady. JoMmmamos,
0mbgd 8d0bdsd Jomyma qbs n(zms, 3og6d
®03b NBmgdol o6 sdmazes bombgMmgda gog-
doggMo s (30mmdes gb baddy 3Mmegbombe-
m930bm30L 8gMBM. YMomgdalb ndzgsb ob
BoJ&0, ®m3 b gbdmes Medrgbo mnfMgdaman
0ym dgamol omafamgdal, 56 abGmEagmao

103@)\'*1(4)0 Mo0mgdb gobalb 30bgb, Gmameg RsbL, gb
M0l gabs, sb4) (30bg. Fpbomg mbmygal Bomsbgbs 3g-
bogomnb gbab bgmdal dgbsbzmgmmsb.

3603369cmmdal oagbol ™ML 3306y Gme-
3ol By JnEndnsbo 3980, HmM3mgdbay dgamo-
56 ddmy30gdmom  dmymmdes.  sbgmo
3898598 gdolb own bsbaema, doybgosgewm
030bo, ®m3 domndy BombgMmado o6 aym, o3& m-
3> bmbmddo Rsn@obs s sxbsdgmal Lobgem-
3bogm IqDgmdob Jgob Loegdo gobomsgbe,
bmgoghomo  domasbo bLogsdmagbm  LogMab
bobomoa(y gobs. o3 mzombadGabom, aobbo-
JN0Mgdom moMgdgmos dgmanb, bgdgmmal,
Msbeol, 564b30L, Kb omal dmbs@Mgdowsb
3 939b0gdosb bmbwdda Ro@obamo Mgmag-
B0 43900, B@Imadbsz 3bsG3Mmo mnfg-

S9mgds 730 9bodbyero J3gd0 REgb @3-
m0d 3g8badbgmob babgmB8Bogm 8mbgmddo.

0mbgd  8dobdsd, GmamEz  dgddemo@ds
o3babds, gobLogMMEdyma yyMomads ©s-
Modm sg3bsdgmal oo 3gemob smBgMmab wo
9L dgamo dabogal Logmbmolb dmemmdog
33mbLbgm gqbmdgbom aMAs. 39malb gob-
B30z 30Mzgmon sm@mnsba gjbdgoazos go-
bobm@(z0gmos, ©ssgagbofs momddal yggmes
boggdmds, Mmgmo dgbadmms ymgamoym
s3babgmob oo 3gmal Bobomo. sbdmIs, oe-
Bgfo o 30M3gmds godmogdzs dmbodEgdgda

3900l 3603369emmdabs s gbdz0gd0b dgbe-
bgd. ob 3oM39mn dngns ©sb3zbsdwy, M of —

03 3gmab gobbgmng goomms xdggmagbo bab-
dgmgom — bogogem abs s 3ogzobool gowe-
Labgmgmgdom 393806 gdmes AMoammgm
3o330obosl (Amsunba, 1958, 106-112; IMauynus,
1968, 23). datroomns, 3gomob smbgfMob ommU,
dgamol Bsbomow dgmdom doohbos o3 be-
390mMbabasb sdmyyzawgdgmo (3069980 s be-
dgmzgomym@gm 3md39d0, dogmed o3 smbymo-
mdal 56 o) 30Ma93L 360d369mmmds, Maoasb
390mob Boggdmdams LabEgdowsb dmgogMomo
dgdmERgbomo o6 sGnb.

1939 Bgmb ombgd ©d0bdsd 3ofMggemds dgd-
3bs agbadgmob dggmo 3umE Mol dgamgdob
3o, MmIgmdgi oGsbomoas Godmgda, be-
BOOG0G0gsE0m b3 gdmdgda, BomBsmomyymo
LodbbzgM3mm  sanmgda,  3aMzgmymagaea
500530569d0L Loamdgdo s Lbgs mdogddgdn
(ConoBreB o [lauynusa 1974, 197). 3baogbo g 3o
ogbobo s Mabo 3g360gMgdal Bogm J59wga-
do(g 990g36s, 3ogM3 3ol EmMaLag o6 O 3o-
353L magz0b0 860336gmmds.
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dobgoagem 0dabs, ™I 0mbgd 5dobds o6
0gm ob@mGogmbo ©s bgmmzbgdomndzmmby,
Bmgog®omo dobo ©obzzbs Imgmagdaymoas g(3-
Bogee bagndzgmb, bdoGowm GMm3mbadgdl od-
m93L 2ggbsbYMa gbabomgal ©sdsbobnomgdge
BmE3ol, goboeal Lodgmms gdmgolb ngm-
mMa0n® a03mmgbsl — 0bgmmdazns, HmIgm-
Loz ob g396300L Mom@gbaw bogmMammadms
a0bbos 3nomgdom 08 dgamgdmsb dndstmgdom,
Hmmgdas 3m3g36m 3gMnmedn obnsbms ob
1339 9006 3Mbgdmdb.

©3dmmmb, ©obobsbos, MM LadsMmggmmb
3NEYOmo 89333006M9mdal sg3bod Jmdogl
— 0mbgd 8dobdsl mebedgntmgg sxgbobgmda
Logdolb godamdgmgdgmo o6 gsdmaRbos. gab(s
dgdmagdes JoMmggmms ©s sgbsdms bagMom
JO@GYOY  Bobggmmdoms
dggmo  by@mmndmdmg@amo  gmmdgdobs o

a0smhgbsl,

dgamab 960b dgbomhnbgdol, Moz aosdbysg-

God 3o yhgee  8933300Mgmdalb S50
b& o dgamab 3gbomhabgdabomgals.
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The Abkhaz Enthusiast of the
Cultural Heritage of Georgia
— Joseb Adzinba

Prof. Lia Akhaladze
Sokhumi State University

loseb Adzinba (1901-1942) was one of the
founders of the local historical endeavours in
Abkhazia, and the first Abkhaz enthusiast and
guardian of the tangible historical monuments on the
territory of the autonomous republic of Abkhazia.
This year celebrated 120 years since his birth. In
spite of the fact that he received his initial education
in Sukhumi Teachers’ Seminary, and later graduated
from Thbilisi State Polytechnic Institute faculty
of economics, loseb Adzinba dedicated his brief
life to the study and collection of the monuments
of Abkhazian history, ethnography, and material
cultural heritage.

Ioseb Adzinba spent his childhood in the
Abkazian village of Jgerda, abundant with historical
and ethnographic monuments, ancient artefacts and
historic sites (Solov’ev, Paculia, 1974:196). His
childhood impressions made a great and decisive
impact on his professional interests. Following his
graduation from Tbilisi State Polytechnic Institute,
he worked in his professional field as an economist
for a short period. However, he soon became the
head of the Pedagogical College of Abkhazia
in 1931. When performing his work duties, he

travelled to different parts of Abkhazia, where he
would find ancient artefacts, and record toponyms,
microtoponyms, Abkhazian legends, and folk tales.
He would then bring the collected ancient objects,
relief stones and ornaments to Sukhumi and hand
them over to the museum. Of course, he could not
remain unconcerned about the monuments which
had been scattered unattended across different parts
of Abkhazia, and it was in that period that he started
thinking about recovering those ancient remnants
of tangible cultural heritage. Adzinba paid frequent
visits to museums in Tbilisi and other Georgian
towns, where he would observe and record those
methods of maintenance, storage and conservation of
ancient artefacts that were in place. Later, he would
successfully apply this knowledge during his work
at the State Museum of the Autonomous Republic
of Abkhazia.

The Abkhaz State Museum, founded by
enthusiasts, was in need of an earnest and devoted
person in the 1930s to undertake responsibility for the
study and recovery of the numerous tangible cultural
monuments of the region. In 1933, Toseb Adzinba,
who had received an education neither in history
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nor ethnography, was appointed the director of the
Abkhaz State Museum. He immediately assembled
young enthusiasts, with whom he commenced
work in different directions: 1. collection of ancient
artefacts and their protection at the museum; 2.
collection of Abkhazian ethnographic materials; 3.
cataloguing and arrangement of the materials already
existing in the museum funds and collections; 4. the
creation and expansion of exhibition spaces. The
museum managed to achieve considerable success
in every aspect during a short period of time. First
and foremost, they succeeded in enhancing and
organizing an exhibition space in the museum.

Adzinda revealed his leadership and scientific
skills when he became the first person in the history
of Abkhazia to highlight topics of study, among them
the history of Abkhaz Muhajirs and centenarians.
The promotion of the issue of Abkhaz Muhajirs,
especially in the Russian language, involved high
levels of risk and required a lot of courage during
the first stage of the Russian occupation, particularly
during the terrifying repressions of the 1930s.

The study of the phenomenon of history of
Abkhaz centenarians and their lives also began in
the Abkhaz State Museum under the guidance of
Ioseb Adzinba. In that period, a separate group was
founded at the museum of those interested in the
study of the life expectancy of Abkhaz centenarians,
as was a collection of their ethnographic records.
It was exactly at that time that a famous Ukrainian
pathophysiologist and academician, Alexander
Bogomolets, became interested in the way of life of
Abkhaz centenarians. He tried to solve the mystery
of their longevity by live communication (Solov’ev,
Paculia, 1974:195) (it is noteworthy that, in that
period, there were 117 120-year-olds in the tribes
residing in the mountainous region of Abkhazia, who
remembered the Crimean and the Ottoman-Russian
wars of 1877-1878). Toseb Adzinba took interest
in the subject of the origin of Afro-Abkhazians —
“African Caucasians” (Solov”ev, Paculia, 1974:195).
He was the first to raise this question and attract
the interest of anthropologists, ethnographers, and
historians in the way of life, traditions, and origin of
these people, as well as the history of their arrival in
Abkhazia.

At Adzinba’s initiative, for the first time, in
the exhibition space of the museum, an Abkhazian
dwelling house “aphatskha” was displayed — a
traditional Abkhazian wicker hut, which attracted
visitors’ great interest (Solov”ev, Paculia, 1974: 194-
198). Scientists became interested in researching
Abkhazian dwelling houses for the first time in that
period; another Abkhazian accommodation type,
“akuaska”, was studied later.

Each of Adzinba’s field trips to the various parts
of Abkhazia resulted in the discovery, assessment,
and illustration of new monuments, or in the
arrival of a new exhibit in the museum. Through
this intensive activity, the Abkhaz State Museum
soon gained fame, along with the Institute of Local
History of Abkhazia, which was situated in the
same building. Adzinba’s whole work was aimed
at introducing scientific research activities at the
museum. He sought young employees who would be
interested in scientific work at the museum, while he
himself became engrossed researching the material
culture, ethnography, and folklore, trying to include
the artefacts he had found in scientific research.

Ioseb Adzinba, together with Ivane Ajinjali, were
the first to become interested in the clothing and study
of ancient Abkhazians (Adzindzal, Adzinba, 1947:
223-260). In fact, while this work was carried out only
on the basis of the description of the ethnographic
way of life of Abkhazians in the mountainous region,
and did not reflect archeological data', nor the rich
material depicted in church paintings, it was the first
trial of scientific research conducted in this direction.

Still, the principal direction of loseb Adzinba’s
scientific-practical activity was the study of the
ancient monuments of the tangible culture of
Abkhazia, secular and cult structures. In 1938, when
Dimitri Gulia founded the Office of Art Affairs, Ioseb
Adzinba was appointed the Head of Monuments
Protection in the Department of Culture in this

'Archeology was insufficiently developed in Abkhazia at the
time. Giorgi Chubinashvili was the first to start archeological
research in Abkhazia. In 1922, he visited Abkhazia together
with Leon Melikset-Beg, at the initiative of the new scientific
society founded by Dimitri Gulia. They conducted digs in
Sukhumi and its surrounding area. Archeological digs were
not conducted there for a long time afterwards. Therefore,
Toseb Adzinba and Ivane Ajinjali could not possess this
information.



office. Thereafter, his scientific-practical activity was
completely dedicated to the protection and study of
monuments of culture.

One of the most popular and famous monuments
among Abkhazian culture monuments was
uncovered during the cleaning works of the bridge
of Queen Tamar, which is situated over the river
Besleti, near Sukhumi; Toseb Adzinba was the first
to notice an inscription on the eastern edge of the
bridge arch in 1935. In spite of the fact that the
local population named the bridge “Queen Tamar’s
Bridge”, a Russian paleologist, Praskovia Uvarova,
called it the “Venice Bridge” in the 19" century.
Georgian scientists Niko Chubinashvili and Levan
Rcheulishvili concluded that the bridge represented
a Medieval Georgian construction, the architect of
which understood the features of the River Besleti
very well. Theirs was the first stduy of the bridge and
the inscription. The knowledge of the characteristics
of this river had helped the creator of the bridge to
“carefully select the place for the construction of
the bridge” and decide on the right structure for the
bridge, in order to avoid a disaster in case of floods.
“This ancient bridge complies even with the modern
regulations of bridge construction, and it is capable
of bearing the weight of 8-ton vehicles following in
a row. This strong bridge of high technical quality
must have been part of a great trade and political
route” (C’ubinadvili, Réeuligvili, 1938L 267-268).
The bridge, by its location, is connected to the ruins
of an ancient church and other buildings, which can
be found in the valley, 300 m from each. Adzinba
wrote that “it is possible that this bridge used to
connect this settlement with the sea and the old
Tskhum (Adzinba, 1958:69). It is noteworthy that
Adzinba was the first to object to the bridge being
titled “Venice Bridge” (Adzinba, 1958:7). Later,
the inscription was specifically studied by Teimuraz
Barnaveli, and it was discovered that the bridge had
not been constructed in the times of Queen Tamar, as
the name of King Bagrat can be distinguished in the
Asomtavruli inscription (Barnaveli, 1973:139-144)?,
supposedly the first king of united Georgia, Bagrat
IIT Bagrationi (978-1014), or his grandson King
Bagrat IV (1027-1072).

It should also be noted with deep regret that,
in 2015, Abkhaz historians Oleg Bghazhba and

Stanislav Lakoba called into question the authenticity
of the Bridge of Besleti (Tamar’s) inscriptions and
the Georgian inscriptions in Abkhazia in general
in the school textbook “History of Abkhazia”; as
though the inscription of Besleti Bridge “according
to the witnesses, was made in the 1930s” (Bgazba,
Lakoba, 2015:170-171). Any comments here
would be unnecessary, but, by this supposition,
Oleg Bghazhba and Stanislav Lakoba called into
question scientific and humane conscientiousness
in the first place, while Bghazhba in particular
opposed his own father, a high scientific authority.
Oleg Bghazhba’s father, famous Abkhaz linguist
Khukhuti Bghazhba, had noted the authenticity
of these inscriptions, and had given an account of
the discovery of an inscription on Besleti bridge
by Abkhaz local historian Ioseb Adzinba (Bgazba,
1967: 20). Regrettably, the scientist, for political
reasons, via unscientific ways, tried to ignore such
important historical evidence, and refused to answer
the simple question, “How did Georgian inscriptions
appear in Abkhazia if Georgians never lived there?”
This is especially curious, considering the majority
of Georgian inscriptions were discovered by Abkhaz
local historians, scientists, or regular local residents.

In 1938, in the ruins of a church in Tsebelda,
Ioseb Adzinba discovered an ornamented stone slate
with a relief cross and 5-line Georgian Asomtavruli
writings. Adzinba placed the stone slate in the Abkhaz
State Museum exhibition hall.? In 1967, Khukhuti
Bghazhba published a photo of the slate and the text
of the inscription, rendered by Tamar Khazhomia, in
his work “From the History of Writing in Abkhazia”
(Bgazba, 1967:22). The inscription tells us a story
about the erection of a cross by a local resident, Luka
Martinava, on the building site of the Cathedral of
St. George.

The merits of Ioseb Adzinba are also great in
rescuing the inscriptions of Anukhvi. Two out of
the four lapidary inscriptions of Anukhvi were first
viewed by Archimandrate Leonide in the 19" century;
only photos of them were published (Abkhazia and
its ... 1885). One of these inscriptions, that of Giorgi
Basilisdze, is carved on the pillar, the second side
of which is also represented by inscriptions. These
were rediscovered by loseb Adzinba and placed in
the exhibition hall of the Sukhumi State Museum.
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Basilisdze’s inscription in Anukhvi describes the
history of the building of the cathedral, and is a
classic example of the stone calligraphy school of
Kidurtsaisruli writing. None of the inscriptions of
Anukhvi are displayed today in the Abkhaz State
Museum: they are stored in the museum depository
(Endol’ceva 2019:9-30). But for the merits of loseb
Adzinba, it likely that no information about these
monuments would available for us today.

The architectural decoration details without
inscriptions preserved at the Abkhaz State museum,
are also quite important. They were placed in the
museum by loseb Adzinba in 1938. These elements
of architecture are stored in the museum depository
(Museum Catalogue N 8,9,11,12,13; ref. Endol’ceva,
2020:189)

During his brief active years, loseb Adzinba
managed to research numerous examples of
Abkhazian ancient architecture, the description
and historic importance of which were preserved
as a manuscript, published 10 years after his death.
(Adzinba, 1958). In his work, the author studied
the following monuments of church architecture:
the churches of Gagra, Bzipi, Bichvinta, Likhni,
Dranda, Marmal-Abaa, Mokvi, Ilori, Bedia, Khasat
Abaa, Bombori, Pskali, Kiachi, Gvada, Gurchkhi,
and others. The following secular monuments
are described: the forts of Sukhumi and Bagrati,
the fortresses of Gagra, Bzipi, Satanjo, Otsartse,
Chuburkhinji, Rechkho-Tskhiri, Adziubzhi, Merkuli,
Jikhu'!, and others, part of which are either damaged
and in grave condition today, or no longer exist, and
we can only find information about them in Ioseb
Adzinba’s work.

For instance, on the right bank of the River
Enguri, near Dikhazurga village, ancient ruins were
preserved on the lower part which were difficult to
distinguish even then; today these ruins no longer
exist, and we can only find information about this
fortified place in Ioseb Adzinba’s book. The same
applies to the description of the towers and part of
the so-called Great Abkhazian Wall.

! The author indicates the fort of Jikhu. As it appears, this is
Jikha, or Jikhu, i.e “a fort”, near the right branch of the River
Okhoji, at the entrance to Jukhu valley.

The method of monument description proposed
by loseb Adzinba is quite interesting. When the
author aimed to provide the exact geographic
location of a monument, e.g. the distance from the
nearest settlement or river, he defined the location of
the monument in relation to the natural landscape. He
often provided the measurements of the monument if
possible, talked about the architectural shape of the
monument, artistic and decorative embellishments,
stone reliefs, however small, ornaments, and their
historic importance. While Ioseb Adzinba did speak
Georgian, he did not take the time to decipher the
inscriptions, leaving it to professionals to do so. It is
also noteworthy that he understood how important
it was to determine the date of the monuments, or
to define their historic value, including ornamented
stones of small size, which he would find separately
from the monuments. The majority of such artefacts,
despite containing no inscription, were taken to
Sukhumi by the author and placed in the stone
depository of the Abkhaz State Museum. Some of
them were displayed in the exhibition halls. The relief
stones taken to Sukhumi from the monasteries and
churches of Bedia, Tsebeldi, Dranda, Anukhvi, and
Pskali, which represent artistic value, are especially
important in this respect. The stones mentioned
above are preserved in the Abkhaz State Museum.

Ioseb Adzinba, as a true Abkhaz, dedicated
special attention to the description of the Great
Abkhazian Wall, and this monument remained an
unsolved phenomenon for him until the last days of
his life. Initially, he conducted a ten-day expedition
along the wall, recording almost every structure
that could have been part of the Great Abkhazian
Wall; he measured and described them, and was
the first to make suppositions about the importance
and functions of the wall. He was also the first to
conclude that there, along that wall, ran an ancient
trade land-route, which was connected to the North
Caucasus by passes through the Caucasus. (Adzinba,
1958:106-112, Paculia, 1968:23). It is true that, when
describing the wall, he mistakenly included forts and
watchtowers as part of the monument which were in
fact separate, but the description itself did not lose
its value, as some components of the wall structure
system have not survived.



In 1939, Ioseb Adzinba was the first to create a
map of the ancient cultural monuments of Abkhazia,
which included cathedrals, fortification structures,
pagan sacrificial sites, primeval people’s dwellings,
and other objects (Solov’ev, Paculia, 1974:197).
A similar map was later drawn up by Abkhaz and
Russian scientists, but Ioseb Adzinba’s map still
retains its significance.

Despite the fact that loseb Adzinba was neither
a historian nor an art historian, and some of his
deductions lacked a scientific basis, and despite the
fact that he often gave toponyms the form typical of
Abkhazian language, and he himself suffered from
the ideological influence of the Soviet era — the
information which he provided is highly noteworthy,
especially in relation to the monuments which were
later damaged, or no longer exist.

In conclusion, it is quite regrettable that the
Abkhaz enthusiast of the cultural heritage of
Georgia, loseb Adzinba, has no successor in modern
Abkhazia; a successor who would be able to rescue
the Georgian and Abkhaz common cultural values,
the ancient architectural shapes, and the language of
the monuments, which is crucial in order to preserve

the authentic monuments of cultural heritage.
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Preserving the

Architectural and
Urban Heritage of
the 20™ century

Prof. Medea Abuladze
Tbhilisi State Academy of Art

At present, the Abkhazia and Tskhinvali
regions are inaccessible for the majority of cultural
researchers and scholars, and it is difficult to talk
about protection of cultural heritage in such areas
when the exact same issue is not properly addressed
even in accessible areas. This is a fact which,
requires an organized, synchronized approach by
professionals, scientific, national-minded people,
as well as philanthropists, altruists, legislators, and
financiers.

The movement in support of making an inventory
and preserving cultural heritage is not new in
Georgia, suffice to mention the example of Ekvtime
Takaishvili. The Society for the Protection of
Cultural Monuments was founded in 1958, and was
incumbent in “promoting the protection, registration,
identification, depiction, studying, and maintenance
of historical and cultural monuments” (Sokhadze et
al., 1971). A list of statues was published in 1959
under the title “Georgian Cultural Monuments Taken
up for State Protection”, a book published with a
foreword by Giorgi Chuninashvili. The list of statues

is still being added to as a priority for the country,
and includes distinctive samples of cultural heritage
in prohibited areas, the current state of which is often
shown in disturbing messages and photographs on
social media.

In the occupied Tskhinvali region, where most
of the ancient Georgian villages were completely
destroyed in the August war of 2008, numerous
outstanding samples of folk architecture have been
lost. Any remaining samples are thus in urgent need
of salvaging.

It is equally imperative to direct our attention
to a less talked about issue, which one day will be
the cause of irreparable loss: the protection of the
architectural heritage of the 20th century.

In the centuries-old history of Georgian
architecture, the short 70-year period of “Soviet
Architecture” is an important link and a major
matter of interest to the world. Interest has been
shown not only in the buildings of this period, but
also in the design documentation, architectural
drawings, sketches, and esquisses — samples of
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“paper architecture” that were not built due to the
complexity of construction or material cost. These
last are the sole property of the authors or their
descendants.

Such movable monuments and structures in
the occupied territories may have been completely
destroyed by fires during the 1991-1992 and 2008 wars;
however, the process of searching for and protecting
monuments on both sides of the border must continue,
as this heritage is precious to the culture of all parties
of the conflict. Everyone should be interested in taking
care of the cultural heritage on the territory.

Small architectural forms, sculptures and other
samples are of no less of importance, most of
which are made by Georgian artists, among which
we can note M. Berdzenishvili’s statue of Medea,
admired by tourists and vacationers from around
the world.

An interesting article, “Unique Bus Stops in
Abkhazia” (Karaia, 2017), appeared on social

media, describing bus stops on the roads connecting
Gagra, Bichvinta and New Athos. (Photo1), created
by architect, artist and sculptor Zurab Tsereteli.
Such works were quite foreign to Soviet times,
and yet are, apparently, a legacy on the verge of
destruction.

It must be noted that in the region of Abkhazia,
which is considered a resort destination, eminent
architects of the Soviet Union, among them
renowned Georgian architects, worked to create
many compelling objects and buildings of different
theme and volume, often reflecting the mountainous
relief of the area and offering alluring panoramic
over the coastal cities (Photos 2, 3).

A great deal of effort was also made in the field
of urban planning. Following the construction
norms in force at the time, which were developed
based on foreign construction norms by a large
group of scientists of different profile, the

Photo 1 — Bus stops in Abkhazia
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design documentation of volumetric and urban
construction facilities was completed, and then
models were created and all were sent to the
customer. Everything was done by hand, on large
tablets. It was a creative process, and the resulting
works were exquisite examples of architectural
ingenuity. After the abolition of large design
institutes, unfortunately, in most cases, these unique
archival materials were lost. The City Planning
State Project of Georgia, a head design institute
with a staff of 1,500 people, which had branches
in other large cities throughout the country, among
them in Kutaisi, Batumi and Sokhumi, found itself
in a similar situation.

Work on the Gagra master plan was done at
the The City Planning State Project of Georgia in
the 1970s. The authors were honored architects
Edisher Bagrationi and Leri Goshadze (Photo 4).
Since Gagra was considered a resort of All-Union
importance, its planning project was sent to Moscow
for approval, where it was seen by multiple Soviet
Union bodies, including the Ministry of Health
and the trade unions, with whom the architects met
periodically. The design of Gagra was supervised
by Sasha (Alexander) Kuznetsov, the chief architect
of “Mosgiprogorstroy”, a professional with great
experience and erudition. The esquisses created by
him are still preserved (Photo 5).

Such business trips were also frequently
made to Gagra, where the architects met their
Abkhazian colleagues. The relationship between the
professionals was not only businesslike, but friendly.
It should be noted that within the autonomous units
of Georgia, it was extremely difficult for local youth
to master in the profession of architecture in Tbilisi.
From the memoirs of one architect, we learn of a
certain tension in the relations between Georgians-
proper and those residing in the autonomous regions
even then, but no-one could then have imagined
such complications appearing between the brotherly
nations, the fact of which surely came from the
interference of “someone else’s hand”.

After the approval of the master plan, the work
continued on the detailed planning projects, the
planning of the new center of Gagra, the development
plan of Zhoekvara, the construction of beaches in
Agudzera, the new post-telegraph building, the bank,

etc. Detailed planning projects of Gagra 4" and 5"
residential micro-districts have been completed
(Photo 6).

In the process of studying the area, it was found
that the vast majority of the population in the
reconstruction areca were ethnic Armenians, who
had been settled there through corrupt deals with
the consent of the Second Secretary of the District
Committee, someone Garanian. Armenians spent
great amounts of money to settle in Gagra. Once this
fact became public, the matter of Garanian’s removal
from his position was raised.

The period of implementation of the 4th and
Sth micro-districts was met by the aggravation of
the situation with Abkhazia and the works were
interrupted. No one knows what happened to the
design documentation of this perennial work in
Gagra and it is presumed they were destroyed. The
submitted photos were found in the personal archive
of one of the architects, Leri Goshadze.

There were close professional and friendly
relations presented in the Tskhinvali region as well,
and many interesting, large-scale, urban planning
projects were completed. A General Plan for the
Tskhinvali region was developed (Photo 7), and
plans for the improvement of the areas surrounding
Saltvisi Canal were projected, which at the start of
the war was half-built. In addition, in the vicinity of
the village of Akhalsopeli, were plans and models
for apartment blocks. The relevant documentation
is known to have been handed to the customer in
Tskhinvali, but also seems to have been destroyed
(Photos 8, 9).

Today the computer is an architect’s “right hand”
and handmade works are a rarity. With this in mind,
the creative designs of the 20" century should be
properly valued and preserved for future generations
as part of cultural heritage. We believe that searching
for such material and gathering it in one volume is
beneficial and necessary for all parties. We need
to start thinking more about the preservation and
recording of the architectural heritage of the last
century on both sides of the conditional borders,
throughout the whole territory of Georgia.

Thus, we would like to present our idea on how
best to get this issue off the ground: The “Museum of
Architecture and Urban Planning Heritage, which we
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Photo 4 — Fundamental sketch for Gagra’s general plan, consolidated with the resort area
development scheme for 2000.

Photo 5 — Sketch for Gagra’s general plan
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Photo 6 — DDP and mock-up of Gagra’s 4th and 5th residential
micro-districts

view as”, the most reliable solution to the problem of
preserving architectural heritage in Georgia.

According to the decision of the 18th General
Conference of the International Council of Museums
(ICOM) (Barcelona, 2001), the definition of a museum
is as follows: “A museum is a permanent, non-profit
and open institution that serves the community,
takes care of its development and collects, protects,
researches, exhibits and promotes material and
intangible evidence of human life and its environment
for the education and enjoyment of the society”.

As such, a scientific apolitical organization
such as the above Museum, which raises the factor
of credibility and interest in cooperation between
professionals from the occupied regions and the rest
of Georgia, will support the Ministry of Culture in
carrying out many good deeds in this field.

The new model — “Museum of Architecture and
Urban Planning Heritage”, with an archive center,
exhibition and conference halls, high-tech publishing
house, photo laboratory and unique library, will bring
together different generations of architects, including
those from the occupied territories, around this

important matter — preserving the aforementioned
cultural heritage.

It will also create an interesting environment for
architects of all generations and parties; scientific
researches will be conducted; conferences and
discussions will be held; searches for surviving
materials will be initiated, and foreign colleagues
will be invited to talk about architecture, while the
young generations will have a place to collect new
skills, form relationships and gain new experiences,
since young people tend to have more information
about foreign architects than about their own national
predecessors.

The Museum will also lead the creation and
publication of creative albums by masters of
architecture. Furthermore, branches of the institution
can also be opened elsewhere.

Architects of the past century and even their
descendants, I am sure, will gladly fill this much-
needed Museum with their family archives and
affluent libraries. The Museum of Architecture
and Urban Planning will preserve the history of its
country’s construction for future generations.
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Photo 7 — Tskhinvali reconstruction and development master plan, support Plan

Photos 8, 9 — Detailed planning projects for Tskhinvali micro-districts
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Photo 10 — Apartment blocks for Saltvisi settlement
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bamoa. badogg 3mEEGH g6 JgbEmmgdamas
306306 gd0ma baboosmal JoMommmo sbmIme-
30ma Bambgmgdo, GmImgddy oyMmbm-
d0mo(3 ©omagbnmmos, Mmd of asdmbobymao

Moggmmb 3ggg dagmo@ Il (975-1014 66.); 2.
dobo@monbagbo s madal gfMabosgo
agom@an I ©owasbo (1396-1397 (?) 66.); oo
3. aomMgo lll @o0sbolb ©gos, mgomgsma ds-
tgbo (Tonmauesckas 1931, 8; Bupcananze 1957-
59)"; sbomadyg 1999, 61-70; sbomsdg 2000, 49-
50; sbomadg 2005, 62-74).

390000l g3mgbosda godmbabamo sbatmfigbo
mobo ob@mﬁn"g@n 3oMab 3m(¢)@63@)0 @odﬁmb

11957-1959 B 330 0065006 306Lomsdgd Fmdomds onbym 653GMIby, HMImolb doMmdoma LobgmBmogds aym
~Pocmuck benus®. badbabaomme, 39360935 653MMn oG LM s JgbadsBabow, ab o6 gs8med3zgybgdas. dmem
39M0om@dn 88 6536mBL aodmba(398sm 3Do@gdwbgb gomman Rmdabadzamal Labgmmdal JoGormma bgmmgbgdol
obEmEoobs s dgamms Es330L gMmgbymo 33mgz0ma (396@M0b ®86533MMBmgdo — adoG Mo mxdsbadgarma (1)
©5 85606y ygboos. LEMMgo FoM0by ygboob obdsmgdno as3g(3960 653EHMBal ao8mbao(398s@ 3mIBowgdnm GgdLb@L,
Gobogobs 8oL gammomo dommdsl dmgoblbgbgd. GgdbBob go(36mded sBgzgbs, HmB 65dHMBa, m3z000 oBme-
369d9ma baboms 3o, dgmab g3mabool dmbs@mmmdabsw8n 8odmgbam bag@edm 8603369mmdal asdmzgmggel
Bom3moggbl s ¢dz0Mmaebgl o 330639398L dgozo3Lb dgnalb g3magbosda gsdmbabam abGmGanm 3ofms gobom-
30l bogombolb 3gbBsgmobomgal. 0absmnb zoMbomsdolb 653GMal sbgmo mowa bsdgbogMmm 360d36gmmdal gso-
35m0bBabgdom, 8ol &gdLEL sMsgMmmabab 30blbgbngd Bnbsdogdstyg dmblgbgdsdn s ymggma sbgmo 8mblbgbagdabsl
309mB393 o6 MIMomme 6536mMBab ©gsblL, HmBgmbg s bgmoa o6 808063wgds, 569890 ©ndoGHa M8s5603g0mabs
©5 85M0bg ygbool 8ngH gs8mbs(3g3s 3m8damgdam 8qdLEb.

169



170

Reommgo  3gomab  3mbs@emmdal  d3gos
M9a0b@@dos Bomdmeoaqgboema. 3m@E M@ 0L

sbmoglh aobdom@gdoma boboosmal Joorgema
sbmdmogmo Bambgfagdo, Mmdmgdog XIX
Lom3mbal  Fmobobgdabomgolb 9339 dmogm
©5b0sbgdamo s §MeadgbGoMmgdyma aym.
mgabomgol 3mM@EMgGgdabs s Bambggdal
dgmdatgmds 300093 BO™ 3omemgbgdamoas
abEmFonm 3oGms Mogab sbabyabdn oby
>mdmboegmgo 3owgdn 1bzgMema dodamiolb 3m-
GO g&0d godmbabema. 3mEEMg8csb dgby-
mgdqgmo oym Ba@bgfs, Gmdgmo mamgdob
domnsboe gomsobamos. dabo GgdbGnwsb Rgg-
6odg 83060y BM93396@3s dmambBos. msgew
03 gMo3396@0b aomBgzoz 333mgzocmagsb
dbmmmE 00bsmnb 306bsmsedgd dgdemm. dg(s-
BogFob sDGom, of ogombgds gMmdsbgmabe-
a6 aoM339mmn 068 M3omnm ©s3ME gdaemn
Mo aMoggds — T (3) s Y (y), ®m3mgda(y 3m-
O@OgGdg god8mbabmmo dodazal Labgemal —
»3[589]y0b 30M39m ©d dmemm sbmgdlb mbo
Bomdmaaqbogl (Bupcananze 1957-59).
ob@mBogem  3oGms  Mogdo  Jgdgan
0B 0mBmbogmgomnsb  dgmMg  3mEmB M@0
a6dgmc80sb ydsbgzomb g3m0m360bL. ydsbzammals
JoMogobrnsbo magal dsfgsbog (sedmbagmg-
®0m) 3qdo (Bog0?) Lomgdsgnm Me300g6037LE)-
M0gdmbosbo sbmdmog@mma Bambgmss dgbcre-
mgdeo. 53 Bambgmol dmog® abasbgdma
05 §M3396@0Madnmo &gdbBo domgs sdnfe-
6033085 o Mgbg ddgFmnbads gHmdsbgmabe-
356 356Lbgeg398mma baboo Bongambgb: 1. doegos
530606533000 ,065@3560°  (“XynoxHuk”)
(Tommauesckast 1931, 8); o 2. G9bg 38gEemaban —
L1147 | QUITET | [T 565 ,/...] dg gobodg@n*
(38gmmobgo 1957, 504-505, bn@. 1.1, 2.4, 2.5).
ob@mGogm 3ofmms Mogolb ImIwgzbm by
3@3mbogmgmnsb 3gbedy 3mEmEEMg® by debbals
B396mbobo 353035300 godmbabmma. 3mEG M-
Bob 0b63bemgdn BabBgMs domnsbom go@olia-
05 ©d 3obo &94LEG0EEb smsMmoggfa gsbomRggs.
ob@mFonm 3oGms Mogal dmmmb 864y ©s-
bogmgom 30qd0 Mgm@m3sboamansba Jomoal 3m-
@O g@0s bomImmagbarmoa. Joemals docsegsboo-
360 mog0l 3o61%,3603 (s@3mbagmamam) mgmn
Lomygdagom gbEnmgdamoas Bambgms, Gmdg-

o, Omam@ Robl, dbmmme gmo Logygelb
— Jomal babgemb dgazegl. BombBg&s Lo zdome
©5b0sbgdnmo s §MegdgbGomgdemos. dabo
&94bE0 oo d6mbgd, Mgbg d3gMemabads, mo-
Bom0b 306bomsadgd, mgmbowyg dgM3odadgd s
oo obomadgd gfcdsbgmabogsb dg@bogemy-
do g56Lbgaggdmmo Loboom Bongombgl: 1. don
dmbyg — ,tarotd obe ,Jufmesd” (“Kourdab”)
(Brosset 1849, 92; Brosset 1856, 646); 2. 696g
d3dgMemabgo — ,QBTH[..] o6 30093, ,QBTL..]"
(339G mabgn 1957, 507, L. 1.1, 2.6); 3. oo-
bomnb go@bomadg — ,QULOTHR[]* oby »mbEsbo”
(“ocqann”) 56 3og3, ,JQILQIOT (Bupcananze
1957-59); 4. mgmbowg dg6gedndg — ,QBTL”
obyqy ,Mmesd “(Ileprammaze 1971, 14); s 5. (oo
sbaemadg — ,[L]QBTL” 564y ,[M]mwad 56 30093,
THOILQISTIRY o6y [ hylolealb]* (sbowodg
2000, 48; sbaemadg 2005, 60-62).

6geoob  ggemgboob  Afgommge  3g@ge®y
a03mbabym obGmEonm 3oMms gobomdol bo-
3oombo Lbgsabbgs 3gomboms s LobHymoao dg-
0bBogmagl XIX-XXI Loninbggdol Jotmggmads
5 ibmgmds 333mg36gdds — oo dMmbga,
doemgs  8806Mobsdgomds, Mgbg ddgMemnbads,
065006 306bamsadgd, mgmboryg dgcgsedadgd,
Moo dbamadgd o bbggdds.

abobgmgdym  3g9(3609Mm0gs6  Lozgmggo
Lognmbob  gomsebyzg@ob Loddgdo gobbssqo-
(90 Bgmomo 3g0@obgl mnbsmnb goMbe-
msdg8 o oo sbamadgd, Mm3mgddsy ghmds-
bgmobogsb odmyznegdmae dgdmgl dgwanl
Bodmab  RMoommgo  3909mbdg  gedmbobmm
nb@mﬁmm@ 30Mmo OQUE@OCBOGOF)UZ)Q. LBm-
Mg 3o 93903600 3mbadMgds, M3 goble-
bomggm 3m@EM9@godg asdmbabmmoa sM0sb
XIV bom3mbgda dmmgeby (36mdama ab@mo-
amo 3oMgdo: 1. mEodal gMaboog goméga I
50005606 ROMbo gogn 383990, d53amddon
dobpo@nGoaqbagbo s mEadal gHobomsgo
3599y | @om0sbo; 2. gomeaon Il @ownsbob 8-
3Ombo gog0 3obodgMo, dqdamddn amMonl
9f0boogo 3obadgm | amfogmo; 3. mogee go-
mégo Il ©o©nsbo, HBmIgmos 3obmdGo dogMe-
Bombals dogm 1742-1745 Brmgddo dgaqbocmon
200BgM badggmbes bogemmggmmbab” (36mdom,
mE0dob gfnboogal Labgmb 1345-1384 Bmgdda
Bemds (ds@mbodgama gobd@o 1973, 802-



803); 0o 4. gomMgo Il @s@nsbols (3o — Gybyy-
560 (Bupcananze 1957-59).

065006 goMbamadabs s mos sbamadals
30gM 900l g3emgbonlb AMmommgo 390gmdg
a03mbabyem ab@mEGonm doGms 30bsmdals Jgbe-
bgd gsdmangdnma Imbadbegdgdol wg@smaco
ab@mEogm-6gommmd(zmebgmdomn  sbamaba
ohg9693L, Hm3 gb ImboDMYdgda Lagbgdoom Lom-
B3mbm s dabomgdos. ord(ze, s6ab gobboboem-
390 3mAHGEgGgdcsb s 353d06gdymn  gHon
8603369mmgabo Lbagoombo, Gm3gmoai, xgPRI-
Mmdom, goabyzg@omow o6 dgodmgds Rsno-
35mmb. 3bg39mmdseda dogdsb dgoonl @odGnb
ROmommgm 3gmob 3gmmby 3m@m Mg dg ae-
3mbabmmo domab 0gb@ngn o300l 3Gmbemgds.

mgabomgol @oagbomaos, Gm3 gomtman I
0500056L 3yogms Mo (3mmoa: 1. msdata, Mm-
dgmo(z 3ma300bgdom omdsnwal bobgmoo dg-
3mbab3bs; o 2. Mubyosbo (stobsdns 2003,
45). 5mbodbymo gog@ob gomgamabbabgdoo,
mMa03960 046gdmes, ®m3 dgwoal gzemgboob
Rommgo  390gmdy  gedmbobamo  ymago-
maym 56 033560 36 3owg3, M LyEsbo. o339,
Mgomfo 30006gds bAmagdoo bbgoggsmas:
dge0nl @odMob AMwmommam 390qmbdg godm-
bob‘g]@o anmﬁ)ao [1-0ls Gm@nb Sm(ﬁ@ﬁ{]@)moB
dgbErmgdagm asbdomgdom BombgMado oo
Lobgmo 008560 56 ,GLEsba®, sGedgm by
Lbgs babgmas Jomomgdyma.

gL 360d369mm3zs6o  dgnbodsdmds  0dme-
30039 9960365 oo obomadgd, MHm3gmdacs
dobo sbbBs dgdmgan gboo Lzows. 333mg396Bs
®03530M39mem 5¢bndbs, MHmI dgwoalb g3mg-
Lool BBommgo 3gomal dgmabyg 3m&E M gE8)-
@56 gbermgdam BsmBgmado domamgdmmas
Lobgmo ,EmEsdn®, HmBmob ©sbgMammdsi —
J[PIQBT L 40633999 3bgogbgdol o3emabl x4-
domal 3mbabMab Jmogboman dmsgemsabggmm-
Bab bagab bambg@mada dmbbgbogdmmo ogom-
g Bbsbob babgmab sbgMommmdsbmab—
[HOILQISTIRY o652y [Slglbaglol]* o godemon-
435 @gMombomoa goMonwo, Gm3 dgwoal Godmab
BombBgmadn domomgdymo babgmo, sgcgomsy,
»Obmsbalb” boboo Mbos 0d6gL bsgombama,
bomm 08539 bo@bgFals dmem aoggds 1 (3)
Amdgmomsi Lbgs Lo yzob ©ababyobl ¢bwo
BomBmaanbogl (sbamadg 2005, 61-62).

dobgosgo 0dabs, GmI mos sbomadal
3096 asdmmgdnmo ImbodEgds mmgo N&o
Babl, Bobo gobosmgds, bada Jodgbob godm, dg-
9dergdgeros:

1. 8900b g3mgboob AMormmgo 390mal 3m-
B9 9dab 3aMggmaz3mgzetds — dofn dm-
L3 Bgmabg 3ME MGG b gL gdmman Botr-
BgFo LEMmo Lobom, ymzgmazstn s 3Mbgdols
356999 Bangombs. dg(36096al (36mbdom, Bomby-
0d0 300339300 0300067985 ool Lobgma ,J4-
Mosda” (Brosset 1849, 92; Brosset 1856, 646). Rgdn
0533063980m, a5bbabamggma BambBgmal domo
36mbgl  Bogombgs Logbgdoo LamBInbms o
3sbdn gg30L Fg@obobomzgal Mondy Lagedzgemo
o6 5Mbgdmdl. gxrcm g8, Bambymal domo
36mbgl Bogombgs, sgfgmgg, 08039 bombgmal
969 3396 mabanl Joge 1957 Bgmb aodmd39y64-
o gMog30 3990 Imbsbaba (3dgmemnban 1957,
L@, 1.1) o gomMan gfMnbomegal dogem 1939
Bgmb godmmgdnmo gg@mbgama sbemn (Jo:
30moboos 2004, 76-77, 109; sbsemadg 1999, 61;
sbomadg 2005, 60), Lodwmommgdol azsdmaal,
bgdnbg360m dHLELL sm3sabmm  dgmanb
BMg@ob mebabmgdo Ba@bgmol mogmsedamggmo
3bgFammds. Bmam®(3 0633939, BoMba@s Ly
Lad LEEagmbL gnzo3ms s 53 bad bGFdmbby
89d4bGo dgdmgan Lobom aym gobsboemgdmmao —
Z,TQHBT[LY o6y ,dnGfosfd” (Bo.: Bombamals
B39608g dmmbgmemon §gdbEob webgMammmds:
JIQHBTIL 564 [l o5

2. dg000b g3emgbool RMommgo 3gomoab
dgmobg 3mEGMgGcsb BgbBmmgdam  Bom-
Bgmodo babgemo ,Om@edo” o6 030mbgds s gb
Lobgmo Ladgzbogem B0d8md393990 mgmbogog
dggodadal BogM  ©83398mo  @dbEmab
Jdgmgaom 50l dgdmbmmo. Mmam(y 0633939,
333m0356M3s mag0b (36mdoem BmbmaMaggnadan
“Hekortopsie CpenueBexkoBbie CTeHHBIC Pocmincu Ha
Tepputopun Abxasun” Bggbmgol bLoob@gmgbm
3mMGMgGlb 0563bmad Bombgmody LomdMo-
Lob dgEmBnm godmmgss 8mbadmgds, Hmd 3
bombBgmadn domnmgdama Lobgmo data dGm-
L3 LEMEsdaL baboom Bsngombes (Lleppammuze
1971, 14). 3mga 305693001 gb BmbadEgds bbgs do-
Moggmo 333mmg36930L 3096 M3M0G03me ngbs
3000690 s badmmmme, b3gosmy®
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0@ gMe@nMmodo dyoMom 083330000 mgdy,
™3 Bofn 8OMbLY gobbabomaqm Bambgmado be-
bgm ,OMEeBL* jombymmdws. bobsdwgamgda,
3560 d3mbgd domal 3mBH@MgGolb msbdbemgd
BomBgmedn domnmgdama babgma ,Jncmedab”
boboo Bsogombs s dob babgemo ,HmEeda" bag-
Mome of gbbgbgdos.

3. 303mmg @ Mo, MmM3(3 373350 30©Y(3

™3 dg000b 93mgboob RMammgo 390mal 3g-
mobg 3mBGMgE0sb gbemgdagm bambgmada

babgmo ,EMEda* agm Bocmomgdamo, o3 babg-
ol obgMnmmdals donbs 396 go39080390m
a0m@a0 Il @s@0sbal (3mmob — Abyosbol bo-
bgmob @sbgFmammdabmob. sbgmn gsngozqdal
dgbadmadmmdal, s3Momta, asdmmabagh Bom-
B0l dmem amogggds L (8), Gmdgmbag ggMe-
bonto 3omgmamogonmao dobodyymsnom g9
803531036900 babgem ,HMbnsbL”. Jstmamns,
0o dbamoadgd gedmmgge gMmbomo goManwo,
68 dgbadmms, gb gMoggds GmIgmadg Lbgs
bo@yzob obsbyobo ngmb, omdzs 88g35Mn go-
Momabscmgnb Hondg bogndzgmo o6 sGLgdmal:
BombgMnl Mgbg d3gGmabanl gMogngmmn dm-
Bobaba®sb s gomtan gfabmagal gg@mbgcmmao
dbmosb asm3zzgzom Bsbl, Gm3 bbgbgdgymo
acogqds L (B) 3me@Mg@ Dy godmbobmma Jo-
ab 8096 39006980L 60dbs aobgnm bgmocsb
dogMom 560l dgbEmmgdmmn s of sboma bo-
&Y30L 3obbomaglgdmaw mogabygsma spgomo,
@dMomme, o6 MRgds (33g@mmabgo 1957, Ln@.
1.1; 3omaboons 2004, 76-77, 109).

o) Bg3L 3og® Dgdmor Im@oboemo dbigy-
mds bBmGos, Gog momgdmb sbgs BsBL, 853ab
54 69693603500 0Ll Jombzs — 30b oMol &g-
©00b g3mgbonlb AMommgo 3gomal dgmamby
3O GMgGdg 3odmbobamao Joma?

obdnm 30mbzsbmab ©s3o3d0Mgdam, 3oM-
39 G0gdo, gobamzgomabbnbgdgmas Ladn 3603-
36g9mm3ob0 gomgdmgds:

1. 8odcob Rpommgo 390gmbdy Bomdm-
©agbomo 3mM@MgGgdn gomEan Il @owosbal
mxobob 6936098L 9390360L s ©3 3mE M-
&90%y, gomean ll-obs s dobo goggdab a39-
000 2odmbabmma Jomo bbgs sMsg306 dgo-
demgds ogmb, o oM gom@go -0l (3meo.

2. 93mgbool AOommgm 3gmal 8gmombg
3O GM gl mobbImgdn bombgms SoMmsedn
a30916493L, Gm3 53 3mMBM gDy aodmbobmem

Job bobgmowe JunMosdo gfdss.

3. emgobsmgal badgbogdm mo@gfody-
(0056 (36mdaemas gom@go Il @owasbols dbm-

03 Lado aoMgdmgdal gHM3sbgommsb Jg3o-
0b30Mgdsl, 3x80dMmd, mmaozycen dogys-
3560 gfmegeo dgbedmm Lbm& ol 33653wy:
aom@ao Il 0o0s6L, bedgbogfm mo@gfMody-
530 8M0gMmma Dol mbbgbogdmmo mGa (3meolb
— 35356M0bs s ANbnEsbab gomms, 3ysgws dg-
Lodg Mmoo — JNMEsdo, Mm3mal dgbabgdscs
Joogma  abEmEMomgmogoabsmgal  v4s3wg
060%860 08(') GSmbﬂQ’n

domgdnm ©sb3gbsbmab ©s39330Mgdam, go-
BLO 3G yFomgdsl 03yMmdl ghma
6860@(*)600)0 68060’), 6(*)83@06 68@00[) ad_
mgboolb RMeommgon  3gomob dgmobg 3me-
BMg@dg god8mbabmma  domolb gobomdals be-
3ooboo ©s0b@gfMgbgdnm 333mgzemms dogH
stsbmeglb ymgams as8mygbgdyma. gl oMab
096Lamndol x360L FmbabEGal 3cm3zbama
Xl bogygmbol bLznbogbmal (Jer.24-25) gMom-gFom
FOOEgmdg  (273v)  Igbemmagdaeo  Ne272
5a3n, Mmdgmo 30bdg gomysm  JuMoos-
dobmgobos gobbgbgdaemo.

300069 dqgomme Ne272 smsdol gobbogm-
30bg aomogomEy, ©036036s3, Mm3 x3Mob
3mbab@Mob bgnbsdbMob gu@mmgddy XI-XVII
Lo 3mbggdal 300-Bg 3g@0 smadns dgbEmemg-
dma. 33 5398l ImMab (3om3g RANBO© ao-
dmoymgzo 943bo smadn, MM3mgdoi ghmo ©o
03s3g bgmom sfab ©sbgoma. gbgbos: Ne10.
0gEMBIM MdFSM-ymzomn 0mdsnwsl smado;
Ne213. gMobomog gomgo @owosbals smedo;
Ne214. 3939 gomMgol omoadn; Ne264. mdjcm-
306 Jmmomgmobs ©s 8obo d8obbaymob — Bobe-
909 Jnmemgmoal smsdn; Ne272. maomeom
JnEsdal smsdn; s Ne299. sg3bsbgomals goom-
mogmb sbogmobs ©s 8obo dz0emal — gomeaon
Fgmbrorgerob smado. gergby 39@Mg3gmads gb
993L0 omsdn gfo RANBRO© 3059Mm05bs s o3
®a38L, L3bsdLMAL omadgdol dablbsagg dogH
d9dndoggdamo  3mobogogsool  Lobgdab
30m3omnbBabgdam, XXX @odmms @bmws. go-
s 5dobs, gemgbg 9@ Mg39m3s sbgMmomagdoom
dgobbogme XXX @odamaedn gogMonsbgdaym
0madgddn Imblgbogdgm obEmGogm oMo



3bM3Mgde-8mmzgobgmdol  Lagombgdo ©s gd-
3b0gg omadn 1390-0060 bBrmgdom ssmeMoms
(89&Mgggemn 1962, 118-119, 165, 173, 176).

3m3080b6  ©gEmEPsm  JuMEsdal  smsdab
&94bE&0b Rgdgemem Bs30mbgsl, Gm3gmaz x3Mob
3mbabEMab LgnbadbMab Fomama goMRggzom-
30l ogn@orn®m 390bnodgs odysmgdyma:

L, (99> 03emob{L}s 0D (17). /

omadn s 3/sbsdz0m0 @o/meg{slmms om-
glemabs Jucs dabo.

{Byommdoa} oo dmg/os dabo.

5 306/(35 o6 goMo0 oMb s 3g(33/5emb,
3330 960l @ @M )Jmnabs [Fomoms s [ go-

3om99d{gjmbo | (@90 (@s)6 s3{nlMmbbgb”

(Image 55 of Georgian 25. Synaxarion; do®.: 39@8-
g3 1962, 104, §0d. 24).

(3080M9dmem smaddn dmblgbngdymo ©gom-
@O Jamadal dgbobgd odedrg Mondy dmbe-
Bgds godmmdnmao oM ymazame. Btm 3g@0(s,
M3y ™300 Jucmaedal Lobgmag 3o oMobbm-
o ogm bagombamo. 39Mdme, gmgby 89@&Mg-
3900 Godhmdos, Gmd smedda dmblgbngdaye
©qmemb Labgmowm Jumwsdabo gMdss (ibid.,
173, 191). s6o0s, 50330l Ggdbdy ©o33063980
m35mbocmng oh39693L, MHmM3 @gmegmal babgema
04m ,JnMsd 0, bmmm 3 LabgymDg eMormemo
aMo398980 — ,0b* s 40", dgbadedabsw, BamgLe-
md0cmn 66bgolb 60dobbs s LagmzmMAL Bomdms-
©03960005: 00030 s 35653z0000... JNFd-0b-0".

Bgdo s 330639000, x3M0b Imbab@mal bzo-
bogdbeol Ne272-9 smodl gosdbyzg@o 3603-

369mmds o3l 39000l g3mgboal AOommgm
3omob Jgmoby 3mmEE Dy asdmbabyma
Jomob 000g6@0x039(300b0m30b: Bmam s Robl,
>ma3do 3mbbgbngdamo gomgsmo JuMosda
©5 3mMH G 9@ dg 398mbabmmo gomEga Il @swo-
360l (3mmo Jreedn gMoo ©s 0gngg 3oMo oym.
30b60dbggmo ImbobEGd0L godmmgdabob, do-
Momo@om, MM 5Mandgb@b ggdysmgda:

1. 9603sbgol bgdnbgzbom byb@ow g3-
obggzs Ne272 sma3dn 3mblbgbngdymn mgom-
gmabs ©s dgeaob g3magbosda godmbabayemo go-
mgo ll-0b gmeab babgma, 3mmgebgmdol mm
©5 Lodmmgabgm oG gaoma. o3 dbGng, asbbos 3mo-
900 8603365mmmds 993L Labgmob edmbgg-
30b: Mo8gboaz Rgdmgal ofal (36mdacema,
ool babgmo ,dnMeseda” das Lamznbggdal

Jotomm bgfommdoo Bystmgdda, gobboboem-
390 sadabs s bambgMmab goms, LagMome
o6 a3bgmgds. Ly 3domm 860336gmmzgs60s badm-
0356gm HmMabs ©s s gomab odmbgggas: dg-
00l g3mabosda gedmbobamo JuMwseda, dabo
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Identities of Historical
Figures Depicted on the
Northern Wall of the Church
of Bedia (Queen Kourdab)

Prof. Temo Jojua
Ilia State University

Seven portrait paintings of historical figures are
preserved in the episcopate Church of the Mother
of God in Bedia. Three of them are portrayed in
the lower register of the painting on the southern
wall of the cathedral. All the three portraits are
accompanied by explanatory inscriptions in
Georgian Asomtavruli, based on which it was
determined that the following famous historical
figures are depicted there: 1.The Builder of Bedia
Church, King of Georgia, Bagrat III (975 — 1014);
2. Interior Minister, Prince of Odishi Giorgi III
Dadiani (1396-1397 (?)); 3. Mother of Giorgi III
Dadiani, Queen Marekhi (Tolmachevskaya 1931,

8; Virsaladze 1957-59'; Akhaladze 1999, 61-70;
Akhaladze 2000, 49-50; Akhaladze 2005, 62-74).

The portraits of the other four historical figures
depicted in Bedia Church are presented in the
lower register of the painting on the northern wall
of the cathedral. The portraits are accompanied by
explanatory inscriptions in Georgian Asomtavruli,
which were already greatly damaged and fragmented
in the middle of the 19" century. Today, the condition
of the portraits and inscriptions have deteriorated
even more and can barely be distinguished.

A portrait of a beardless youth is depicted at
the beginning of the line of historial figures, i.e. the

'In 1957-1959, Tinatin Virsaladze began her work, the notional title of which was “Mural Painting of Bedia”. Unfortunately, the

scientist did not finish the work and, consequently, did not publish it. Recently, the scientists of the G. Chubinashvili National

Research Centre for Georgian Art History and Heritage Preservation, Dimitri Tumanishvili () and Marine Kenia, were preparing

this work for publishing. It was with the assistance of Marine Kenia that I was able to examine the text of the work prepared for

publishing, for which I would like to express my sincere gratitude to her. Studying the text revealed that the work, even being

unfinished, represents a landmark research dedicated to the murals of Bedia Church, and contains invaluable observations that

facilitate the inquiry into the identification of the historical figures depicted in Bedia Cathedral. Considering the great scientific

importance of Tinatin Virsaladze’s work, I will refer to her text a number of times in this report, and, with each such reference, |

will rely on the text prepared by Dimitri Tumanishvili and Marike Kenia, and not the original, which I have no access to.
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eastern edge. An inscription had been made next to
the portrait, but it has almost completely faded. A
brief fragment of it has survived to this day. Of all the
researchers, Tinatin Virsaladze was the only one who
succeeded in recognizing the fragment. According
to this scientist, two graphemes separated from each
other by certain intervals can be read here: v (V) o
y (K), which must convey the name of the youth
depicted in the portrait — “V[ M E] K” most likely
represent the first and last letters (Virsaladze 1957-9).

The next portrait in the row of the four historical
figures, i.e. the second from the east, represents an
image of a long-haired youth. To the right of the
youth’s haloed head (to the east), a several-line
inscription in Asomtavruli is made in dark (black?)
paint. The damaged and greatly fragmented text was
read by Shalva Amiranashvili and Rene Schmerling
in a different manner: 1. Shalva Amiranashvili —
“A Painter” (Tolmachevskaya, 1931, 8); 2. Rene
Schmerling —,[..]| $1(?) | Q(//T)ET |[-]h T 64y ,[...]
dg gobodgmo“ that is “son Kakhaber” (Schmerling
1957, 504 — 505, image 1.1, 2.4, 2.5).

The next, i.e. the third from the east, in the row of
historical figures is a bearded middle-aged man. The
inscription accompanying the portrait is completely
faded and nothing can be recognized in its text.

The last in the row, at the western edge, is a
portrait of a woman in a white headscarf. To the
right of the woman’s haloed head (to the east of it),
there is an inscription in white paint, which seems to
consist of only one word — the woman’s name. The
inscription is rather damaged and fragmented. Marie
Brosset, Rene Schmerling, Tinatin Virsaladze, Leonide
Shervashidze, and Lia Akhaladze interpreted its text
in a relatively different manner : 1. Marie Brosset —
»qordab“ that is “Kourdab” (Brosset 1849, 92; Brosset
1856, 646) ; 2. Rene Schmerling — ,Q3TH[..]' Qb
»,QOT[..] (Schmerling 1957, 507, imagel.1, 2.6) ;
3. Tinatin Virsaladze — ,QUSTH[T]* « Osdani » or
rusuda“ « Rusuda » (Virsaladze [1957-59]); 4. Leonide
Shervashidze — ,,odab* that is « Rodab » (Shervashidze
1971, 14) ; 5. Lia Akhaladze — [ ,]QBT 1" « [r]odab »
or [L]QILQISTIR]* « [rJu[su]da[n] » (Akhaladze
2000, 48; Akhaladze 2005, 60-62).

The matter of the identities of the historical figures
depicted on the northern wall of Bedia Church was
studied by Georgian and foreign researchers of the
191-20" ¢cc. — Marie Brosset, Shalva Amiranashvili,

Rene Schmerling, Tinatin Virsaladze, Leonide
Shervashidze, Lia Akhaladze, and others — from
different angles and with different thoroughness.

From all the scientists listed above, Tinatin
Virsaladze and Lia Akhaladze, who succedeed in
identifying the historical figures depicted on the
northern wall of Bedia Cathedral, made significant
contributions to the solution of the research matter in
question. Both these scientists managed to achieve
results independently from each other. It is they who
considered that the portraits in question represented
famous historical figures of the 14" century : 1. The
elder son of the Prince of Odishi, Giorgi II Dadiani,
Vamek, who later became Interior Minister and the
Prince of Odishi Vamek I Dadiani; 2. The younger
son of Giorgi Il Dadiani, Kahkaber, who later became
the Prince of Guria, Kakhaber I of Guria; 3. Giorgi
II Dadiani himself, who bore the title of Prince of
Odishi in 1345 — 1384, according to “The Census
of the Kingdom of Georgia” compiled by Vakhushti
Bagrationi in 1742 — 1745 (Vakhushti Batonishvili
1973, 802 — 803); 4. The spouse of Giorgi II Dadiani,
Rusudan (Virsaladze [1957-59).

A detailed historical source evaluation analysis of
the assumptions made by Tinatin Virsaladze and Lia
Akhaladze regarding the identities of the historical
figures depicted on the northern wall of Bedia Church
demonstrates that these assumptions are quite reliable
and reasonable. However, there is an important
matter related to the portraits in question which
cannot be considered as resolved yet: the problem of
identifying a woman depicted in the fourth portrait on
the northern wall of Bedia Cathedral.

Today, it has been determined that Giorgi II
Dadiani had two spouses : 1. Tamar, who later
became a nun under the name of Tomaida, and 2.
Rusudan (Arakhamia 2003, 45). Taking this fact into
consideration, it would be logical to assume that
either Tamar or Rusudan could have been portrayed
on the northern wall of Bedia Church. Yet, the
explanatory inscriptions next to the portrait of the
spouse of Giorgi II on the northern wall of Bedia
Cathedral display a completely different name, rather
distinct from either Tamar or Rusudan.

This considerable inconsistency was immediately
registered by Lia Akhaladze, who tried to provide the
following explanation: Initially, the scientist stated



that in the inscription made next to the fourth portrait
on the northern wall of Bedia Church the name
“Rodab” is indicated, the transcription of which —
SP]QBTL® “[r]odab” seems to bear a particular
resemblance to the transcription of the name of
Queen Rusudan -,[,]Q[LQJSTIR]* [r]u[su]da[n] —
in the Icon of Archangel in Jumati monastery. Lia
Akhaladze also made a cautious supposition that the
name indicated in the inscription in Bedia ought to
be rendered as “Rusudan”, while the last grapheme
in the same inscription — b (b) — must represent the
beginning of the next word (Akhaladze 2005, 61-62).

Despite the fact that the presumption made by
Lia Akhaladze appears logical, it cannot be agreed
with for three reasons :

1. The initial researcher of the portraits on the
northern wall of Bedia Church, Marie Brosset, read
the inscription next to the fourth portrait in full,
without any lacunae. According to this scientist, a
female name “Kourdab” can clearly be read (Brosset
1849, 92; Brosset 1856, 646). According to my
observations, Marie Brosset’s version of reading
the inscription in question is absolutely trustworthy,
without any fundamental reasons for doubting it.
Moreover, Marie Brosset’s interpretation of the
inscription, along with the graphic sketch of the same
inscription published by Rene Schmerling in 1957
(Schmerling 1957, imagel.l), and painting copies
made by Shalva Amiranashvili in 1939 (Kalandia
2004, 76-77, 109; Akhaladze 1999, 61; Akhaladze
2005, 60), allow us to restore the initial transcription
of the legend accompanying the fourth portrait on the
northern wall of Bedia Church with great precision.
As it becomes clear, the inscription consisted of three
lines, and the text in these three lines was divided in
the following way: ,+Qh[ST|1" “Kour/da/b” (comp.:
the version of the inscription that has survived to this
day is ,[-]Q[-]ET|1* or [K]ou[r]/da |b).

2. The name « Rodab » cannot be read in the
inscription made next to the fourth portrait on the
northern wall of Bedia Church. This name started
circulating in scientific language as a result of a
mistake made by Leonide Shervashidze. Apparently,
this researcher made an incorrect supposition
when speaking about the portraits in question in
his famous monograph ‘Some Medieval mural
paintings on the territory of Abkhazia’, stating that
Marie Brosset had interpreted the name presented

in the inscription as ‘Rodab’ (Shervashidze 1971,
14). Later, this supposition was adopted by other
Georgian researchers without any analysis, and
eventually the hypothesis that Marie Brosset read
the name ‘Rodab’ in the inscription in question
became fixed in specialized literature. In fact, Marie
Brosset interpreted the name in the inscription
accompanying the woman’s portrait as ‘Kourdab’;
he never mentioned the name ‘Rodab’.

3. Hypothetically, even if we assume that the the
name “Rodab” was implied in the inscription next to
the fourth portrait on the northern wall of Bedia Church,
the transcription of it still could not be identical to the
one of “Rusudan”, the spouse of Giorgi I Dadiani. Any
possibility of this is excluded by the last grapheme of
the inscription — b (b), which cannot be attached to the
name “Rusudan” by any paleographic technique. It is
true that Lia Akhaladze made a cautious supposition
of this grapheme being the first letter of the following
word, however, this assumption has no grounds: Rene
Schmerling’s graphic sketch of the inscription, and
Shalva Amiranashvili’s painting copy clearly illustrate
that the grapheme b (b) is depicted in immediate
proximity to the woman’s hand, which is extended in
a plea, and there is not sufficient space for a new word
(Schmerling 1957, imagel.1; Kalandia 2004, 76-77,
109).

If the above reasoning is correct, which seems to
be the case, then there is a logical question — who
is the woman depicted in the fourth portrait on the
northern wall of Bedia Cathedral ?

This question requires that the following three
circumstances be considered:

1. The portraits depicted on the northern wall of
the cathedral belong to Giorgi II Dadiani’s family
members, and the woman next to the king and his
sons cannot possibly be anyone but the spouse of
Giorgi II.

2. The inscription accompanying the fourth
portrait on the northern wall of the church clearly
conveys that the woman’s name was ‘Kourdab’.

3. Only the names of the two wives of Giorgi
IT Dadiani are known from the scientific literature
existing today.

The justaposition of these three circumstances leads
us to the sole conclusion that besides the two spouses
of Giorgi II Dadiani, Tamar and Rusudan, who are
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mentioned in scientific literature a number of times, the
king had a third wife, Kourdab, about whom Georgian
historiography has had no information to date.

In connection with this conclusion, special
attention is drawn to one written source that has never
been used by researchers interested in the matter
of the identity of the woman depicted in the fourth
portrait on the northern wall of Bedia Cathedral. It
is Ne272 remembrance record, agape, written on
a piece of paper (273v), in commemoration of a
Queen Kourdab. This piece of paper belongs to the
XI century synaxarion (Jer.24-25) in the Monastery
of the Cross in Jerusalem.

Before reviewing entry Ne272, it is worth noting
that there are more than 300 remembrance records
on the pages of the 11"-17% century synaxarion in the
Monastery of the Cross in Jerusalem. Among them,
six records can be distinguished as a separate group,
which were written in the same handwriting. They are:
Nel0  memory of Tomaida, former Queen Tamar;
No213 memory of Prince Giorgi Dadiani; No214
memory of King Giorgi; Ne264 memory of Okropir
Kutateli and his niece Makharebeli Kutateli; Ne272
memory of Queen Kourdab; Ne299 Catholicos Daniel
of Abkhazia and his son, Giorgi Chkondideli. Elene
Metreveli united these remembrance records into one
group under the title “Table XXX, in accordance with
the classification system of synaxarion remembrance
records which she herself developed. Additionally,
Elene Metreveli scrupulously studied the lives and
works of the historical figures mentioned in the
records, compiled in Table XXX, and dated six of the
remembrance records in the 1390s (Metreveli 1962,
118-119, 165, 173, 176).

Below is my rendering of the agape of Queen
Kourdab, based on the high resolution digital version of
synaxarion in the Monastery of the Cross in Jerusalem:

“The month of July (17). |

Agape and requiem for the Queen of Queens
Kourdab.

Revered was her arrival.

May those who fail to stand by the service and
alter it be exposed to the wrath of God, and may
those who execute the pledge be blessed.”

(Image 55 of Georgian 25. Synaxarion ; comp.:
Metreveli 1962, 104, tab. 24).

There have been no accounts made about the Queen
Kourdab mentioned in the remembrance record above.

Moreover, the name Kourdab itself has been misread. In
particular, Elene Metreveli suggested that the name of
the queen in this entry was Kourdabisi (ibid., 173, 191).
A thorough observation of the remembrance record text
clearly demonstrates that the name of the queen was
Kourdab, whilst the attached graphemes « is » and « i »
repesented the genitive case and the ending added to
Georgian nouns in dative, instrumental, adverbial and
genitive cases respectively: “Remembrance and funeral
service ...of Kourdab —is —1”.

According to my observations, the N2272
entry in the synaxarion in the Monastery of the
Cross in Jerusalem is of crucial importance in the
identification of the woman depicted in the fourth
portrait on the northern wall of Bedia Church: the
Queen Kourdab mentioned in the remembrance
record and the wife of Giorgi II Dadiani, Kourdab,
portrayed in the mural in question, appear to have
been the same person.

The above reasons are guided by two arguments:

1. The name of the spouse of Giorgi II presented
in Bedia Church, her active years, and the area of
work coincide with the queen mentioned in the
Ne272 remembrance record. The accordance of the
name is of special importance in this respect: as far
as my knowledge goes, the female name “Kourdab”
is not found in any Georgian written sources of
the Medieval Ages, besides the above-mentioned
remembrance record and the inscription. The
concurrence of the active years and the area of work
is also quite important: the Kourdab depicted in Bedia
Cathedral, according to the chronological order of
the active years of her spouse, Giorgi II Dadiani,
lived in Western Georgia in the late 14" century. As
rightly stated in the observation of Elene Metreveli,
the six entries united in Table XXX in the synaxarion
in the Monastery of the Cross in Jerusalem, were
dedicated to the “celebrated figures of secular and
religious society” of the late 14" century. (ibid., 119).

2. In Table XXX of the remembrance records
in the synaxarion in the Monastery of the Cross in
Jerusalem, the remembrance records of Prince Giorgi
Dadiani, i.e. Giorgi II Dadiani, and Tomaida (former
Queen Tamar), one of the spouses of Giorgi II
Dadiani, are also united. Furthermore, the following



circumstance is especially thought-provoking: the
texts of the memories of Kourdab, Tamar and Giorgi
II, in contrast to the texts of the other three entries
compiled in the table, are virtually identical in terms
of structure and vocabulary; which, in turn, must
be explained by these three remembrance records
having been written by the same person, in the same
period, for the members of the same family.

Thus, taking all these facts into consideration, I
presume it can finally be determined that the spouse
of the Prince of Odishi, Giorgi II Dadiani, Queen
Kourdab, is depicted in the fourth portrait on the
northern wall in Bedia Church. To this day, no further
information has been found regarding Queen Kourdab.

Finally, I would like to mention that a number
of interesting questions automatically arise after the
identification of the woman depicted in the fourth
portrait on the northern wall of Bedia Church. The
following are four principal questions related only to
Queen Kourdab:

1. Which spouse of Giorgi II Dadiani was
Kourdab?

2. In what period was Kourdab the spouse of
Giorgi 1?7

3. Were Vamek and Kakhaber Kourdab’s sons ?

4. Which year is Kourdab’s portrait dated to?

The questions that arise here will be reviewed
thoroughly in another article. I would like to answer
the previous questions in advance:

1. Kourdab was the second spouse of Giorgi II
Dadiani.

2. Kourdab was the spouse of Giorgi II Dadiani
in the 1360-1370s.

3. Vamek and Kakhaber were the sons of Giorgi
IT and his first wife, Tamar.

4. The portrait of Kourdab, along with the other
three portraits depicted on the northern wall of Bedia
Cathedral, and with the relevant layer of the murals

of the cathedral, date approximately as far back as
the 1360-1370s.
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There are various historical artefacts from the
region of Abkhazia (the territory of the Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia) that have endured to this
day. Due to the current political climate, movable
monuments are the most well preserved, and
consequently, are kept in numerous museums and
research institutions throughout Georgia. Of the
latter, most constitute manuscript heritage and
belong to the collection fund of the K. Kekelidze
Institute of Manuscripts. There are several types
of artefacts collected in the center: 1. Manuscript
books; 2. Historical documents; 3. Hand-written
personal archives of public figures (scientific
papers, traveler descriptions, folklore records,
etc.) or photographs capturing Abkhazia; and 4.
Cartographic samples.

From the historical documents, those created
in Abkhazia and those containing information
regarding Abkhazia are vital.

This report discusses the material preserved in the
Ad, Hd, Sd and Qd collections of the National Center

of Manuscripts. Among the historical documents are
both original documents and copies, and both legal
and non-legal documents.'

The Catholicate documents of Abkhazia (16 *-
17" centuries) play an essential part of the manuscript
heritage of Abkhazia. As the Catholicate of Abkhazia
covered western Georgia, these documents fully
apply to the latter. However, alongside other
kingdoms, these documents refer to the region of
Abkhazia as an integral part of the Catholicate. It
should further be noted that the Catholicos-Patriarch
of Western Georgia was titled the Catholicos-
Patriarch of Abkhazia (Koridze 2006, 180-200).

The term originated in the early Middle Ages,
when the word Abkhazia meant the whole of
western Georgia. Consequently, the same meaning
was used with regards to the titles of both kings and
Catholicos-Patriarchs.

It is noteworthy that in the late Middle Ages,

''We have more or less touched upon the historical documents
of the manuscript books in the article: Kartvelishvili 2014,
212-225.



when terms referring to tribal-ethnicity were included
in the title of Catholicos, Abkhazian Catholicoses
referred to all parts of western Georgia among their
titles, including Abkhazia.

For instance, Catholicos Besarion calls himself
“Licht-Amer, Odisharts, Svans, Ovs, Dualts, Ponts,
Abkhazians, Racha-Lechkhumi, the
ruler of Racha Eristavi Cathalicos-Patriarch Mr.
Besarion” (NCM., Ad-2251 ne, 73 v). Therefore, the
term “Abkhazia”, as a fossilized form, is found in

Gurians,

historical sources to refer to the whole of western
Georgia, as well as specifically to the region of
Abkhazia.

Among the documents of the Catholicosate of
Abkhazia, “Mtsnebai sasjuloi”, quite a meaningful
sample can be found. The original of this document
is preserved in the National Archives of Georgia
(NAG) 1448-5020, while the copy (Sd-2890)
is preserved in the Georgian National Center of
Manuscripts (NCM). The document officially
approves the formation of the Catholicate of Western
Georgia or Abkhazia as an independent ecclesiastical
organization from the Mtskheta Catholicate. Patriarch
of Antioch Michael, who arrived in western Georgia,
ordained Archbishop Joachim of Tsaishel-Bediel
as a Catholicos. Since the Catholicate of Abkhazia
covered the whole of western Georgia, the term used
in the text of the document is a matter of discussion
among scholars. However, the meaning of the term
“Abkhazia” should be interpreted through the context
of the text. When Mikheil describes the appointment
of a Catholicos in Abkhazia, he specifically refers to
the region of Abkhazia: “The Catholicos of Abkhazia
was appointed at the Church of Andria Apostle”
(Corpus of Georgian Historical Documents 2014,
187: 41-43). The Cathedral of the Apostle Andrew
was called the Catholicate Cathedral of Bichvinta.'
As it was later elaborated, Catholicos Joachim is

! Since the Apostle Andrew preached Christianity in western
Georgia, the Catholicos-Patriarch of Abkhazia is considered to
be sitting on the throne he founded. That is why the documents
often mention Andrew the First-Called as the educator of the
country, although in some documents the information about
his activity is distorted. Interestingly, the document of Lom-
kats Chijavadze’s wife Anika Abashidze also speaks about the
martyrdom of the Apostle Andrew and his burial in Abkhazia
(also NCM, Ad-2251). Clearly, the compiler of the document,
Andrew the First-Called, intervenes in Svimon Kananel.

the Catholicos of all Christians, Likhtamer, Odisha,
Guria and Abkhazia (Corpus of Georgian Historical
Documents 2014, 187: 43-46). Clearly, here, too,
the term “Abkhazia” refers to the geographical
Abkhazia. This passage is followed by the subsequent
text: “Abkhazia was completely distanced from
Christianity, distinct from the commandments of
Christ” (Corpus of Georgian Historical Documents
2014, 187: 51-52).

Here lie a difference of opinions: Some scholars
believe that the text refers to the region of Abkhazia
(Papaskiri 2016, 399-400), while others conclude
that the whole of western Georgia is insinuated
(Gasviani 2005, 112). since the Catholicate of
Abkhazia included the whole of western Georgia and
the orders of the Patriarch of Antioch extended to the
entirety of western Georgia, in other words, the flock
of Joachim. For the entirety of the context, we shall
quote the following passage: “We have informed and
settled Apostle Andrew on the chair in Abkhazia of all
Christians, for conducting the people of Likhtamer,
Odisha, Guria and all the disobedient and ungodly
people of Abkhazia. And all were disobedient, and
as if virtues were neglected by bishops and pastors,
priests and deacons, monks and peoples, the mand
of God and the right hand of Jerusalem Joachim
worked hard for the whole of Christianity” (Corpus
of Georgian Historical Documents 2014, 187: 47-52).

We believe that in the second part of the text,
where refering to Abkhazia, the whole of western
Georgia is insinuated. According to “Mtsnebai
sasjuloi”, commandments expanded to Abkhazia,
as well as other parts of western Georgia. The
document explicitly states that Abkhazia, together
with Likhtimereti, Guria and Odisha, is part of the
Abkhazian Catholicos flock and that its jurisdiction
promulgates to “Likhta Ameri, Chorokhi, alongside
the sea of Ponto, the border of which expands
to Bichuinta” (Corpus of Georgian Historical
Documents 2014, 187: 64-66.).

Amongst the books of Catholicos of Abkhazia,
“Yadgar of Bichvinta” is of utmost importance. A
copy of this document, Ad-2218, is preserved in the
Georgian National Center of Manuscripts, while the
orginal is kept in the National Archives of Georgia
1448-5033. “Yadgar of Bichvinta” constitutes a
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compilation of contributions made to Catholicos at
different periods of time.

By the time of the compiling of “Yadgar”, the
center of the Catholicate had already been moved to
Gelati, and the contributions were mainly directed
not to the Temple of Bichvinta itself but to the Icon
of the Virgin, which was moved from Bichvinta
to Gelati, the Temple of St. George. However,
“Yadgar” contained documents from the period
when the center of the Catholicate was still located
in Bichvinta, and contributions were made to the
Church of Bichvinta. Firstly, among these documents
is an off blood certificate in the name of Bichvinta’s
throne, divulged by Bagrat III (NCM, Ad-2218 3r;
Arakhamia 2009, 25).

The passages from the document make it clear
that the Catholicos was still sitting in Bichvinta while
being granted blood privileges' and the apparatus
of the Catholicos is implied. Compared to ordinary
Catholic serfs, the peasants living in the villages
around Bichvinta Cathedral were privileged:

“Whoever hunts for Bichvint water without
asking the Catholicos will be sentenced to twenty
thousand white seats” (Arakhamia 2009, 71: 153-
156). “Whoever, without asking the Catholicos,
hunts for the water of Bichvint with the harvest of
twenty thousand white thrones” (NCM, Ad-2218 3v;
Arakhamia 2009, 71:175-176). The passages from
the document make it clear that the Catholicos was
still sitting in Bichvinta while being granted blood
privileges. It is noteworthy that this must have
happened during the first reign of Bagrat III, before
the transfer of the Katakalaki residence to Gelati,
which took place after about 1556. This is supported

" The Bichvinta temple was especially revered by the Ab-
khazian princes, the Sharvashidzes. Solomon Sharvashidze
stamped a cover for the Gospel of Bichvint (H-2120) and made
a corresponding inscription: “We wrote this honest gospel to
Solomon Sharvashidze and to our son Chukran Azrakhan, to
your praise and to our toast and upbringing of Arzakan ...
According to the document of the same manuscript, Saustan
Sharvashidze sacrificed slaves and peasants to the Bichvinta
Cathedral: “Changelia came to this village to toast and win
and to raise our son’s garden”. Sustan Sharvashidze 1650-
1670, and Sorekh Sharvashidze 1660-1680. They ruled Ab-
khazia. Accordingly, the inscription should be related to the
50- 60s of the 17" century. The Bichvinta Four and the Shar-
vashidze documents attached to it are in Georgian.

by the fact that Bagrat did not issue blood documents
in the second half of his reign (Kartvelishvili 2019,
252-253, 266).

Yadgari reflects the estates belonging to the
Catholicosate throughout western Georgia. Among
them, he owned Patriarchal lands in Abkhazia:
Rabitsa (now Rafitsa, Gagra municipality, Lidzava
community), Najaneo / Najaneuli (present-day
Otobaia, Gali municipality), Tsamkhari (present-day
Tagiloni, Ghalit, Gali), Sube (near Achigvara, Gali),
Mukhuri (near Subesh and Achigvara, Gali), Tkauru
(near the river Kodori, port Iskuria), Marmariskari
(Marmar-Aba, Ochamchire municipality, Adziubzha
community), near Arukha, and Aitarne (Lochkvilintsa)
(NCM, Ad-2218 2v, Arakhamia 2009, 16-17).

With the documents of the next period, we can
trace how the geography of the Patriarchal lands
changed in Abkhazia. The main text of Bichvint
Yadgar is attached to the documents of the later
period, which give us important information in this
regard.

During the reign of Catholicos Malachia (1616-
1639), the Catholicos’ economy was regulated and
the number of slaves was increased. In Abkhazia
itself, the Catholicos owned lands in Khauzheli
(Ochamchire municipality, between the villages of
Tkhina and Otap), in Tiliti (the village of Tiliti no
longer exists today), and in Subeish and Najanauri
(GNA 1448-5033; Monuments of Georgian 1970,
500-501).

The donation of Ghalidzgi and Tskilidzgi to the
Catholicos of Abkhazia is mentioned in document
Hd-11226 (NCM, Hd-11226; Takaishvili 1899, 63),
which is missing and undated. According to the text,
Ghalidzgi Palace and the waterfront near Rioni were
already owned by the Catholicos, with the text citing
evidence of a previous deed ... “, or “... [ owe it to
everyone who owes it to me (NCM, Hd-11226). This
certified deed is the donation of Levan Dadiani to
Bichvinta in 1628, where Levan II Dadiani and his
wife Nestan-Darejani legally offer Malachia the
Catholicos the Palace by the water ... ” (NCM, Ad-
2251-ke p. 42 r-43 r; Kakabadze, 1921, 39-47).

The content of ecclesiastical documents
changed from the 1770s onwards, with the efforts
of the patriarchs mainly aimed not at increasing the
number of Patriarchal serfs living in Abkhazia, but



at preserving them. The Patriarchs made every effort
to secure the protection and non-sale of patriarchs
selfs, with the help of the local authorities. Clearly,
this had its political reasons, which began much
earlier than the seventeenth century. On the territory
of Abkhazia, the change of religious and political
situation is connected with the so-called “Mountain
descent”, when low-level mountaineers settled on a
plains. This process was continuously ongoing in the
state, but in the late Middle Ages, when the United
Kingdom was disintegrated, the local government
was unable to merge them with the Georgian feudal
society. On the contrary, the Sharvashidzes, the rulers
of Abkhazia, tried to use militant tribes to fight the
Odisha principality. The settlement of entire tribes in
the Abkhaz region completely changed the picture.
The Catholicos of Abkhazia, whose chair was at the
time located in Bichvinta, was forced to move his
residence to Gelati in the middle of the 16th century
(Lominadze 1966, 231).

The settlement of entire tribes of the North
Caucasus in Abkhazia conditioned their expansion
in the direction of the Odisha principality. Levan II
Dadiani (1611-1657) tried to defend Odisha from
Abkhazian invasions and built the “Kelasuri Wall”
for the “absence of Abkhazians”, but in the end, it did
not work. In the middle of the 17" century, the border
moved to the river Kodori, and the Abkhazians raided
the provinces of Odisha, kidnapping and selling
people as slaves.

In 1681, after the death of Levan III Dadiani
(1661-1680), Sorekh Sharvashidze (1665-1684)
invaded Odisha and proclaimed himself ruler,
although in 1682, he was forced to cede the throne
of Odisha to Levan IV Dadiani (1682-1691). The
western part of the Odisha principality is on the river
(Kvashilava 2011, 42-43). Sorekh Sharvashidze
remained before Engura. Sorekh was soon replaced
by his son Zegnak (1685-1700), who annexed the
lands west of the river Enguri directly to Abkhazia.
The central territory of Ghalidzga and Enguri, or
Samurzakhano, belonged to Kvapu Sharvashidze,
son of Zegnaki. The Dadians did not easily tolerate
the loss of these territories (Kvashilava 2011, 42-43),
and in 1702, Giorgi Lipartian-Dadiani, together with
the King of Imereti Giorgi Abashidze, organized a
campaign in Abkhazia. This is reflected in document

Hd 1551 g (the document’s opy is Ad-2251-la f. 54
v). The head of Khobi, Zebedee, notes that “Then
Lipartiani brought Abkhazia down as an army,
and we accompanied him till Zugdidi, [and] we
were a little hungry and came back here [Khobi]”
(Kartvelishvili 2015, 192).

The battle of Abkhazia-Odish; was somewhat
different from the settlements made between the other
kingdoms of western Georgia. For the territories
beyond the Enguri River, there was a conflict between
the North Caucasian tribes migrating from the
mountains to the lowland, and the local population.
Along with the loss of territories, the battle was
accompanied by disruption of the Georgian socio-
political system (Antelava 1990, 123; Kvashilava
73; Kartvelishvili, Koridze 2017, 87).

All this created a chaotic situation in Abkhazia.
Piracy and robbery spread. The captive trade gained
unbridled proportions, forcing the local Georgian
population to flee. Md. The area between Kelasuri
and Ghalidzga was emptied of Georgians, leaving
only 10-20% of them on the ground (Kvashilava,
2011, 73). Most of the Patriarchs serfs were
excommunicated or sold as captives.

The Catholicos-Patriarchs of Western Georgia
tried to save the Catholic serfs by having the priests
negotiate with the local rulers. The Catholico’s
servant Bibia Bolkvadze who was taken with his wife
and children by Abkhazian Sorekh Sharvashidze,
was expelled by the Catholicos Davit Nemsadze
. The freed Bibia was relocated to Nojikhevi as a
family. Bibia’s elder son was expelled from Tatars
for 100 Marchili (money unit) by another Catholicos
Grigol Lortkipanidze (NCM, Hd-4150; NCM, Ad-
2251 Ne3, copy; Monuments of Georgian Law
1970, 677).

Catholicos Grigol Lortkipanidze was kidnapped
and sold as a Catholic serf in Abkhazia in 1706
(Kakabadze 1921, 90-95; Monuments of Georgian
Law 1970, 647) and 1712 (NCM, Hd-4150; NCM,
Ad-2251 Ne 3, copy; Monuments of Georgian
Law 1970, 670). In the issued documents, Gregory
describes the events that took place during the reign
of his predecessor, the priest Davit Nemsadze. He
notes that during the rule of Catholicos Nemsadze,
the inhabitants of the village of Najanevi, where 60
Catholic slave-peasants lived, were evicted from
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Abkhazians. The chief of the Abkhazians, Kvapu
Sharvashidze (1680-1704), who ruled the territory
between the rivers of Ghalidzga and Enguri, sold the
Catholicos’s serfs, therefore, only 6 men remained
(NCM, Hd-4150; NCM, Ad -2251 Ne3, copy).

In order to save and protect the serfs, the
Catholicos-Patriarch Davit Nemsadze arrived in
Abkhazia and held talks with Kvapu Sharvashidze.
Kvapu and his brother Keremkim gave the “Book
of Oaths” (NCM, Hd-11206) to the Catholicos.This
documents is undated with flattened right edge and
missing bottom. The text is damaged. Kvapu and
his brother told Davit Nemsadze that “we should
not sell without your prior consent, as the men from
Najanauri and Khiruli have not been ruthless”(
NCM, Hd-11206).

At the same time, the Catholic serfs were not
prevented from serving as priests, nor from paying
Catholic taxes, and when they arrived in Abkhazia,
the Patriarch served the serfs in the same way as
the previous Catholics (NCM, Hd-4150; NCM, Ad
-2251 Ne 3, copy; Monuments of Georgian Law,
1970, 670).

Kvapu Sharvashidze and his son Avtandil gave
the Book of Conditions to the Cathalicos Grigol
with following oath: “We, Sharvashidze Kvapu and
his son Avtandil, and you, the Catholicos Grigol,
so above this person, the country was cut off by the
circumstances of the time, the Catholicos Najani
and Khoir men some of us have saved, now we have
spoken to Mr. We have dedicated ourselves to the
icon and then to your service”. Kvapu Sharvashidze
died in 1704 in Rukhi. Gregory the Catholic went
there, set up a liturgy and took the “head mark”. It
is noteworthy that the Sharvashidzes paid the “head
mark” tax in favor of the Catholicos in the same
way as other rulers of western Georgia (NCM, Ad-
2251-1).

Of the peasants belonging to Gregory the
Catholicos, he met only 7 men in Abkhazia, who
were transferred to Samegrelo. At the same time, he
took 3 more men from the other side of the Enguri
(NCM, Hd-4150; Ad-2251 Ne3 copy; Monuments of
Georgian Law 1970, 670).

It is interesting that if the peasants sold as captives
from Abkhazia managed to free themselves, they
would turn to the Catholicos and become his slaves,

i.e., they would fall into the category of “sacrificed”
peasants. For instance: “Tskhalidzga Andreat, a peasant
Chkadusua Mamikhukhu, who was sold from Tatars,
came to us, while his sold brother Babua was obtained
by us from Kartli”... (NCM, Hd-4150; Ad-2251 Ne3
copy; Monuments of Georgian Law 1970, 677).

According to a document of 1733, Grigol the
Catholicos names the serfs from Eki (EKki is restored
with hooks by I. Dolidze), including Shughladze
Naskhida, who first came from a Tatar (Ottoman)
and then brought him from Abkhazia and raised
his wife and children (NCM, Ad -2251 g f. 13 v;
Monuments of Georgian Law 1970, 731). Here,
there is no mention of Abkhazian lands and only this
remnant from Abkhazia is evident. It is interesting
that later, Naskhida Shughlaia is mentioned among
the peasants listed in Sakharbedio (NCM, Ad -2251
nd, p. 73; GNA 1448-1532; Monuments of Georgian
Law 1970, 768). After the attempt of the Catholicos
Grigol Lortkipanidze to save the Patriarchal serfs
living in Abkhazia from captivity and to settle them
in the Odisha principality, information about the
serfdom of Abkhazia is no longer seen in the church
documents. It seems that the majority of the estates
belonging to the Catholicos were in Khorga. In the
book of oath of Merab Jayani, which S. Kakabadze
dates at 1742-1750, it is stated that the Patriarchal
slave “should become a priest or a satyr and be
given somewhere beyond Khorga, to be seen by you
and your icon.” (Kakabadze 1921, 162-163) It is
noteworthy that becoming “Abkhazian” and “Tatar”
is considered as one rank. It is already clear that there
are no more Patriarchal lands beyond Khorga, and
Abkhazia is an uncontrollable space for both the
Catholicos and the prince. A serf who found himself
in Abkhazia was lost for his overlord and the latter
had no power to get the serf back. At the same time,
it is clear that no-one in Abkhazia was interested in
slavery for feudal relations, and their sole aim was to
sell the captives. The captive trade was so natural to
the people of Abkhazia that in 1806, when Abkhaz
chief Kelesh-bey Sharvashidze submitted demands
for the patronage of the Russian Empire, one of
the articles explicitly demanded: “The purchase of
a captive is prohibited in Russia® (Khorava 2007,
210).



The rulers of Abkhazia managed to occupy the
territories of the Odisha principality. In the 80s of
the 17% century, the border passed through the
River Enguri, but the Dadianis always had a claim
to the lands beyond the Enguri, which became
apparent in the early nineteenth century, when the
chief of Odisha, Grigol Dadiani, addressed Russia
in 1803 with “request points”. Grigol was the ruler
of Odisha and Abkhazia. The Sharvashidzes, the
owners of Samurzakano, also recognized themselves
as Dadiani’s serfs. In 1805, when the new chief of
Odisha, Levan V Dadiani, took an oath of allegiance
to the Russian Emperor, Manuchar and Levan
Sharvashidze,the owners of the oath, joined the oath
and recognized themselves as serfs of the Russian
Emperor and Prince of Odishi (Khorava 2007, 208).

Manuchar Sharvashidze wanted to enter
under Russian protection to defend himself from
Kelesh-bey Sharvashidze, who controlled part
of Samurzakhano. Manuchar wanted to connect
with Russia through the shortest route by uniting
with the Odisha principality. However, he insisted
that Samuzakhano was an indigenous territory of
Odisha and should be returned to its rightful owner
(Kvashilava 2011, 196-197, 202). Therefore, the
title of Levan V Dadiani becomes clear. In the book
Mercy of the Servant to Aznaur Charkviani, he
states: ““... The book is dedicated to me, the owner
and hereditary ruler of all parts of Mengrelia and
other parts of Abkhazia, General Lieutenat of the
Russian Army and a cavalier of other orders, Chief
Leon Grigol Dadiani”( NCM, Hd-1389-a).

The document is not dated, so its compilation is
determined according to the rule of Levan Grigoli
Dadiani in 1805-1840. He is also mentioned as the
leader of the Abkhazians in the book of purchase
issued to Giorgi Gelovani on December 10, 1823:
“Thanks to God, I, the patron of Odish-Lechkhumi-
Svans and Abkhazians ... Chief Dadiani Leon, will
send you this letter of mercy” (NCM, Hd-1396).
Levan Dadiani considered it his merit for Abkhazia to
fall under Russian rule. In a letter dated 31 December
1816 to Archimandrite George, Levan states that his
merits were to “bring the imperial throne into slavery
under the principality of Abkhazia, and chiefly from
its confluence, beginning with the border of the
Jiks.” (NCM, Ad-1508, 1v).

We have already seen above that the Chancellery
of Abkhazian princes was produced in Georgian
(Solomon Sharvashidze, Saustan Sharvashidze
donated to Bichvinti, Kvapu and Kerekim
Sharvashidze, Kvapu and Avtandil Sharvashidze’s
vows to the Catholicos). Illegal documents, in this
case personal letters, were also written in Georgian.
Alexander Manuchari Sharvashidze’s letter to Levan
V Dadiani is preserved in the National Center of
Manuscripts (NCM, Qd- 6819).

The letter was written on January 16, 1829.
Alexander Sharvashidze was the nephew of Levan
Dadiani. Manuchar was married to Levan Dadiani’s
sister,Ketevan. The princes of Samurzakhano did not
obey Levan V, including Alexander Sharvashidze,
who wanted to seize power. They believed that by
arranging frequent riots and systematic attacks, they
would undermine Dadiani’s authority in the eyes of
the Russian authorities and force the Russian Empire
to seize the armoury for Dadiani in order to establish
order (Kvashilava 2011, 267).

In a number of letters, Levan Dadiani describes
the criminal situation in Abkhazia and appeals to
the Russian authorities for help in resolving the
situation (Hd-10595'; Ad-2232; ?Ad-2229°). Levan
was able to defeat the rebels and deport his nephew
Alexander to Siberia. However, Alexander died on
the way. Prior to his deportation, he wrote a letter
to Levan, in which he fervently apologizing for his
fault “My uncle, the letter I write will tell you my
last word and I will not see you again. I was sent to
Siberia in January. Woe to me, for I, born by your
sister, became mourned by my near neighbors , and
rebuked by the enemies” (Qd- 6819, 1 r-v.) Signed
by Alexander Sharvashidze, son of Manuchari.

Both Abkhazian princes and princes wrote letters
in Georgian. Giorgi Sharvashidze’s letter to Major-
General Alexander Veliaminov is of great importance
(Hd-10597) July 10, 1820. In the document, Giorgi
Sharvashidze notes the territory of Samurzakhano

" Letter from Levan Dadiani to “His Highness, Merciful Sover-
eign Alexei Petrovich” October 26, 1806 (NCM, Hd-10595).
2The appointment of Dadiani Leon, the chief prince of the Ab-
khazians of Samurzakhano, to their newly well-to-do affairs,
1811, (NCM, Ad-22232).

3Levan Dadiani’s Letter to “His Highness to the Merciful Sov-
ereign Nikolai Feodorich”, October 3, 1814, (NCM, Ad-2229)
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belongs to the Odisha principality. He signs in both
Georgian and Ottoman. The document is written by
hand. It is conceivable that the secretary-scribe who
wrote the document signed it instead, since it is known
that Giorgi Sharvashidze did not know Georgian
well and spoke only Abkhazian (Kvashilava 2011,
228; Avalishvili 1967, 29-30).

The Ottoman signature is likely written by
Sharvashidze’s hand. This fact characterizes the
situation in Abkhazia well — the head of Abkhazia
did not know how to read and write in Georgian,
he only knew Ottoman. This ignorance of Georgian
came as the result of the strong influence of the
Ottoman Empire and their domination, leading to
the Islamization of the rulers of the region, and to
some extent their separation from the Georgian
world. That said, the Georgian consciousness was
so strong among the Abkhazian rulers that despite
their ignorance of the language, they still conducted
official correspondence in Georgian.

The letter of Levan Sharvashidze, the owner of
Samurzakhano, is sent from Kulevi to an unknown
person on February 4, 1809 (Qd-98la) and contains
interesting information. The document (letter) itself'is
missing. Apparently, the writing was on an unevenly
folded sheet of paper and the left fold has the entire
length torn, leaving the text damaged, and the contents
vague and blurred. The document is not accompanied
by handwriting signitureand the evidence part is
written by hand. . The reason is explained: “I, Prince
Levan Sharvashidze of Abkhazia, did not know the
letter and my seal is attached”. The legend of the seal
must have been three-line. Nothing can be seen in
the upper line, only graphemes can be seen in the
second line, and in the lower line, “Levan” can be
clearly read. It is noteworthy that another document
of Levan Sharvashidze is approved with a similar
seal, preserved in the Zugdidi Museum (Zugdidi
Museum, Document Research Fund Ne7), and a
photo of the ring has been published by historian
Absalom Tugushi (Tugushi 1996, Ne 3, 5).

The document preserved in the Zugdidi Museum
has the seal of Levan Sharvashidze intact, and
the legend clearly reads Levan, son of Levan
Sharvashidze, slave of God.

It is true that the Abkhazian himself does not
know how to write in Georgian. Nevertheless,
his communication language as well as his office
language is Georgian. The letter seems to be private
but the prince also writes his personal letter in
Georgian (both the language and the script are
Georgian) and, most importantly, he legalizes it
with a personal stamp in Georgian. The existence of
the seal as a symbol of its power in the Georgian
language underscores once again that Abkhazia was
part of the Georgian state.

Eristou Anchabadze’s letter to Davit Gelovani
(NCM. Qd-1130) is also written in Georgian. Written
in 1807. Eristou is a prince and is the son of Uchana
Anchabadze. The addressee of the letter is David
Gelovani, his father-in-law. The letter is signed by
Eristou himself.

The historical documents of Abkhazia, in
addition to being written in Georgian, are important
in their content, as they are structured according to
the standard adopted in Georgian diplomacy. The
acts reflect the legal norms that were in force in the
kingdoms of Georgia. The obligation of the Catholic
serfs living in Abkhazia to the suzerain was the same
as that of the serfs living in other parts of Georgia.
There was a unified tax system that applied equally
to the rulers and peasants of Abkhazia.

The surviving material reveals thatthe Chancellery
of the Abkhazian prince and the Abkhazian princes
produced documents in Georgian, which once again
confirms that Abkhazia was an integral part of the
Georgian space as well as culturally.
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Each region of Georgia is distinguished by its
georgraphical location, economic state, climate, or
some other peculiarity. Thus, each region of this
country has had a crucial impact on the history
of Georgia. Abkhazia is one of them, and is by no
means inferior to any other region in this respect.
In this case, Samurzakano, which was formed
as a separate historical-geographical region on
the territory lying between the rivers Enguri and
Galidzga in the I quarter of the 18" century, attracts
special attention. Later, the region became known
as the Gali District.

Gali District, besides the town of Gali itself,
comprises 90 villages united in 24 village
communities. Ancient and timeless rituals, kept in
the form of toponyms, were preserved intact in these
villages, alongside Christian temples, built in search
of eternal protection. The toponymical dictionary,
composed by the acclaimed Georgian scientists
Paata Tskhadaia and Valerian Zukhbaia in the
district of Gali in 1969-1971, and stored at the Ivane
Javakhishvili Thilisi State University Kartvelian
onomastic scientific research centre, represents a
unique piece of cultural heritage. Furthermore, these
researchers dedicated several studies to Samurzakano
toponymy and saved the priceless treasure from
fading into oblivion.

Sacral, (Latin “sacer” — holy, saint), includes
divine sacredness, which suggests faith, and a
religious and traditional cult. According to Petre
(Giorgidze) Charaia, “often, the explanation and
analysis of one word sheds light on an ethnographical
event more effectively than a long description of the
event itself. Whilst in case of some facts having been
forgotten or lost, where only one word remains,
a thorough inquiry and analysis are required.
(Giorgidze (Charaia) 2011, 10).

The toponym is called “the language of the
earth”, and stores the sacral, the most holy, for a long
period of time. For instance, in the village of Tsarche,
in Saparpalio district, there was a shrine oak — the
Oak of Kuta (Mingrelian “Kutash Chkoni”), which
represented a divine, supreme shrine (Mingrelian
“zhinishi gitakhvamuri”). The prayer service to
Zhinishi was held in Samurzakano, with kid and
wheat scones boiled in milk, by representatives of
the clan who had made the vow.

The place names connected to smithies and smiths
are also of interest, as they have great significance in
a cult, not only a household purpose. For example,
the names of agricultural land in Samurzakano (the
villages Achigvara, Chkhortoli, Makhunjia and
others) indicate that there was a smithy there in
ancient times — the agricultural way of life of the
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villagers would have been impossible otherwise. It
should be noted that the sacral meaning of a smithy
was not forgotten in the 20" century. For instance, in
Achigvara village, along the road leading to Gudava
village, a field holds a name of “Ochkadireshi
Okhvameri (Mingrelian) — a smithy shrine, where
Kukuti Lagirvandze made sacrifices to the God in his
smithy (Zukhbaia and Tskhadaia 1969-1971). The
cultural proximity of Georgians and Abkhazians and
their ways of life is obvious even from the smithy
example, which is reinforced by iron and sky horses.
Particularly, according to the language material of the
Lazi and Chani, the Georgian term “Rkina” or “kina”
(iron) means “the sky”. “Tuesday” is “Erkinakhsha”
(the day of the sky) in Chani language. In Abkhazian,
a smithy is called “Azhra”, a smith “Azhru”, while
“Azhan” means “sky” (Amiranashvili 1961, 41).
The toponyms displaying the Georgian-
Abkhazian cultural relationship are comparatively
fewer in Samurzakano, which is a sign that the
few Abkhazians who were relocated there left an
insignificant trace. In the Okumi community, the
place “Anikhaguarta” (Abkhazian) is identified
as a holy icon shrine, and a sacred place. A grotto
which is also located there bears the name “Ah-Thap”
(Abkhazian), meaning “the cave of a king.” Fortified
towers in the neighbouring village of Chkhortoli and
other places have preserved their Abkhazian names.
Now I would like to direct attention to the
Christian cultural monuments — churches, where
the fellowship of Abkhazians and Georgians can
be seen more clearly; a fellowship “which retained
its significance even when a unified Georgian state
no longer existed in the late Middle Ages, and
Georgia was divided into separate principalities,
inasmuch as Abkhazia is entirely and integrally
part of the Georgian ethnical and cultural historical
circle” (Gulia, 1954, 14). “All this has to be
rejected. This would mean a cultural rejection of
oneself. But how can the whole nation display self-
disrespect? (Berdzenishvili 1966, 286). An attempt
to distort the Georgian-Abkhazian historical-cultural
relationship was made by applying different means.
Today’s reality enforces this: not only managed to
forge cultural monuments, but also to alter them.
It is suffice to name the Cathedral of St. Mary of
Blachernae in Bedia and the Cathedral of St. George

in Ilori. The feeling of astonishment experienced
by French archeologist and traveler Joseph de Baye
after visiting Gelati Monastery can be applied to the
great sanctuary of Bedia: “These remains clearly
suggest a dignified past, but show indifference to the
present. Its depleted stones fall from its high walls
like tears of despair, as if being ashamed of its own
lot (Baron de Baye 1902, 8). The Cathedral in Bedia,
mentioned above, belonged to Samurzakano until the
1930s, when it became part of Ochamchire district.
Both cathedrals remain religious centres to this day.

A place name in the village of Meore-Bedia is
equally interesting — “Didqua” (Mingrelian) “a
large stone” and the rendering related to it. In the
old days, there was a monastery in Pokveshi village,
which is not far from the above-mentioned stone in
Meore-Bedia. Pokveshi is situated on the left bank
of the Laghidzga River, just like Mt.Lashkindara in
Tkvarcheli, famous for the Lashkindara Icon, where
monks resided in the olden times. The monks of
these monasteries had an established communication
with each other: They would not even sit down to
a meal without each other’s permission. In order to
commence a meal, the monks of Lashkindara were
to obtain consent from the monks of Pokveshi. One
day, the latter somehow failed to notify the monks
of Lashkindara, and dined without their permission.
Those in Lashkindara waited for a while until they
realized what had happened. Their superior rose,
took a big black stone, made the sign of the Cross
over it, and cried to those in Pokveshi: “I will smash
everything upon your heads!” and threw the stone
towards the monastery. The stone could not reach its
destination, but dropped just a couple of feet from
the monastery of Pokveshi. This stone still lies there
and no-one can move it. (Charaia, 1895, 12).

The existence of churches and monasteries on
the territory neighbouring Bedia (Tsarche, Putskuri,
Okhurei) in olden times is proven by toponyms, for
example, “Pichvish Okhvame” (Mingrelian) “The
Pine Church,” which was built in Tsarche village
during a war with Turkey. There is also a spring named
after the monks and their dining board. There are a
lot of historical monuments in Tsarche. In particular,
“Mapash Okhvame” (Mingrelian), “The Church of
the Queen,” and “Mapash Tskurgili (Mingrelian),
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“the spring of the Queen,” are near it. (Zukhbaia
and Tskhadaia, 1969-1971). “Mapash Okhvame”
was built in the 12" century and functioned until the
end of the 17" century (Khvistani, 2015, 86). It is a
well-known fact that the Prince of Mingrelia, Levan
II Dadiani restored the ruined church of Tsarche and
bestowed the Tsarche Icon of Archangel to it; the fact
is conveyed in the form of an inscription in Mkhedruli
(one of the three forms of Georgian script) on the
richly adorned icon. The Archangel in the icon is
depicted full-length, with his arms extended towards
the heavens in prayer (Khuskivadze 1974:20). It
is thought this restored church could have been
“Mapash Okhvame”.

After the 17" century, the events that took place
in Samurzakano put the faith of the local residents
and their Christian views in danger, and services in
Christian temples ceased.

Ilori was a religious centre in Western Georgia
where the faith and teachings of Christ were
worshipped. The Church of St. George of Tsipuria,
situated in Nabakevi village (in some sources Tagilon
is indicated, because the territory stretches towards
Tagilon village in the North), in Samurzakano,
was a religious centre for Catholic missionaries.
The Church was granted to them by the Prince of
Mingrelia, Levan II Dadiani. There is also “Jojish
Okhvamed” (Mingrelian) here, a temple named the
Church of Joji. The identity of Joji is unknown.
(Zukhbaia and Tskhadaia 1969-1971). In old times,
princes had their own, so-called court churches, and
it is possible that this was one such example. The
church in Nabakevi village “Mardianishi Okhvame”
(Mingrelian) (“Mardiani” supposedly means “The
Church of the Virtuous”) was robbed in the 1880s,
and two icons of St. George made of gilded silver
and adorned in priceless decorations were taken.
The icons were entitled “The Virtuous Stem” and
“George the Savior” by the locals, and were so greatly
respected that there was not a single family who did
not sacrifice live-stock to them: “the designated
sacrificial animals were sent yearly. A lie was hardly
ever told by any resident of Samurzakano in front of
these icons, and they swore an oath rejecting lies on
the Holy Gospel and the Cross” (Mtskemsi 1886, 3).

The icon of St. George of Mtskelikari/ Tskelikari,
which has been preserved in Rechkhi village to this

day, was also known of in Samurzakano, having
been kept in the 10" century church of Tskelkari.
Eukterions were added to the hall church in the 12
13" centuries. This temple is also notable for its
epigraphic inscriptions of the 11" century, which were
studied and dated by L. Shervashidze (Shervashidze
1980, 195). It is worth noting that the 18" century
missionary, Joseph Marie Zampi, among the icons
of St. George the Fierce, especially highlights the
St. George icon of Ilori and the St.George icon of
Chelissa, situated at the foot of the Caucasus, and
which are greatly revered by the locals. (Chardin
1975, 154); it is not clear which place is meant
by “Chelissa,” but it is possible that Khole village
is “Cheli”. As to the epithet of a “fierce” icon, the
following saying is peculiar to the local people
of that period: “Tskeli is furious” (Zukhbaia and
Tskhadaia 1969-1971. “Tskeli” means ‘“guardian”
in Mingrelian: defender, Tskelkari, “patron”.
(Tskhadaia and Khorava 2016, 154). As such, the St.
George of Chelissa mentioned above could imply
etymology.

The facade structure and construction materials
of Tskelkari Church are similar to the ones of the hall
church in Chkhortoli village (Khvistani 2015, 79),
which would also have been of St. George, a fact
that is verified by toponymical material. Chkhortoli
village is divided into upper, middle and lower parts.
The lower part is called “Tudoleni” in Mingrelian.
The church which is situated in this part of the village
bears the name “Tudolen Okhvame” (Mingrelian) —
“Lower Church”, “Tsudna”/”Jgegetsudna”. The icon
of St. George placed here, which had the scene of St.
George killing the dragon depicted on it, was brought
by Kelbat Gojoladze from Bedia village. (Zukhbaia
and Tskhadaia 1969-1971). It is noteworthy that
if there were two or three churches in a village, at
least one of them would be dedicated to the Holy
Rider. For example, Bishop St. Gabriel (Kikodze),
while travelling in Samurzakano in 1870, visited
the churches in Chuburkhinji, Otobaia, Tagiloni,
Dikhazurgi, Saberio, the First and Second Rechkhi,
Gali, Okumi, Mukhuri, Bedia, Gudava, and Ilori
(Archbishop Gabriel 1871, 1-2). According to the
toponyms, if we follow the above-mentioned list
carefully, it becomes clear that the majority of them
worshipped the name of St. George. For instance,
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there were two churches of St. George in Saberio in
1868-1920, and one church of the Mother of God,
the reconstruction of which was demanded by the
people (Gamakharia 1991, 147). According to the
toponyms, the ruins of “Sharashiash Okhvame”
(Mingrelian) — “The Church of Sharvashidze,” or
“The Church of Sharashio,” were located in the
centre of Berio, whilst the second ones — the ruins
of the church of Zurab Chkotua’s father’s, Davit
Chkotua, “Zurabish Church” — remained under the
name of The Church of Zurab in the same village.

Gudava village (or Gudakva, Ziganeos/ Ziganevi)
in Gudava community is considered to have been
the religious centre and the diocese before Bedia, a
fact confirmed by written sources and archeological
excavations. One of the three church provinces in
western Georgia in the 6™8" centuries was situated
in Lazika. Its centre was Phasis (Poti). One the four
eparchies in Lazika Metropolia was in Gudava village,
which was a town at the time. During excavations
conducted in 1969, a baptistery was discovered. As a
rule, it would have been built to the north of a church.
The place in question was found in the river channel
and supposedly it had been washed and carried away
by the river, along with part of the temple itself. The
fact is that the remains of the church were not found,
but the age of the construction is dated back to the
early period of feudalism, when Gudava Diocese
Cathedral was still functioning (Zamtaradze 1979,
67-68). There was once a stone bridge near Gudakva
village. Its remains survive to this day (Zukhbaia
1965, 226). To the east of this bridge, is a road leading
through a forest. The remains of a church can be
found there, about 1.5 km from the sea. This church,
as well as Dranda Cathedral, was entirely built with
bricks. If the ancient Gudakua is the same Gudava,
then this could quite possibly be the diocese church
mentioned in Georgian historical sources (Berulava
1951, 65-66).

In the villages of Gudava community — Pirveli
and Meore Gudava, Okhurei, Anaria — there are many
churches. There are the ruins of St. Barbale church
in Gudava village; in Meore Gudava village there
is a cemetery — “consecrated land” (holy “dikha” —
Mingrelian for “land”); in Pirveli Gudava Village
there is “Che Okhvame” (Mingrelian) — a white
temple, next to which there is “Ivanesh Okhvame”

(Mingrelian) — the cemetery of Ivane (a priest); it is
worth noting that “okhvame” means both “temple”
and “cemetery” in Mingrelian. Sometimes, graves
were placed in the surroundings of churches, within
the walled yard. But it also appears that burials
were avoided in holy places. There is one nuance to
be found to determine the difference. If a toponym
suggests a priest’s or monk’s arable land, there is a
spring and a mill, while nearby there will definitely
be a church — “okhvame” (Mingrelian), a place of
prayer, ruins of a temple — “naokhvami” (Mingrelian).

Further, at times the ruins of a church are claimed
as private land. For example, the ruins of Pipia/
Mancha Church (“Pipiebish/ Manchash Okhvame”
— Mingrelian) in Nabakevi village are located near
the border of Sidi village. In Zeni village, which
belongs to Chuburkhunji community, there are the
remains of a cathedral “Tsamkhari”, only the south-
eastern walls of which have survived, and the temple
belongs to Toria family. Similar names can be found
in other places in Georgian toponymy. Particularly,
in Kvemo (Lower) Imereti, in Dedalauri, there are
the Khurcias’ Church and cemetery; in Persati there
is the Minadzes’ church, and so on (sakartvelos
toponimika. 2003, 189, 396).

Thus, the toponymical materials collected by
celebrated scientists Paata Tskhadaia and Valerian
Ezukhbaia, along with the relevant literature, allowed
us to assure ourselves one more time that this region
represents a general part of Georgian Christian culture
and must be viewed in combination with the latter.
In historical Samurzakano (modern Gali District),
church reconstruction works are still underway today,
and the resumption of Georgian church services, as
well as art expert access, is awaited.
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ILORI CHURCH SINCE
OCCUPATION

Khatia Alania. Mariam Gunia. Giorgi Kobakhidze. Giorgi Kvatsabaia

Scientifie-Research Laboratory Abkhazian-Moambe

The church of St. George of Ilori (11" century),
a distinguished monument of Georgian church
architecture, is situated in the heart of Ilori village,
10 km from the administrative centre of Ochamchire
municipality, in the autonomous republic of Abkhazia,
on Georgia’s Black Sea coast.

The church was created inspired by the widely
spread artistic and architectural ambitions in Medieval
Georgia. It represents a slightly extended right-angled
hall-type structure, with the apse at the end. Various
annexes were built in different periods, and altered
many a time, on the northern, southern, and western
sides of this monument. Two of them, the western and
southern ones, have pediments, whilst the northern
annex has a mono-pitched roof.

Six casement windows in the hewn stone fagades,
two on both the northern and southern sides respectively,
provide illumination to the central hall, whilst the
eastern and western sides have one window each. There
are high niches on both sides of the eastern window.

St. George’s complex is enclosed by a later, 17%
century, cobblestone wall, the line of which includes
11" century gates with a belfry. Under the stairs, built
to the south of it, there is a small storeroom with a
casement window.

The lapidary inscriptions on the north-eastern
fagade of the church, concurrent with its construction,

are of great value from a historical source evaluation
point of view, as they have preserved the three levels
of Georgian script development — Asomtavruli,
Nuskha-Khutsuri, and Mkhedruli.

Mentioned in the inscriptions in [lori are: Archbishop
Giorgi, supposedly the bishop of Bedia, Giorgi, the son
of Gurgen — a local noble, who was mentioned in the
remembrance writings due to his merits as the church
building donor, and Giorgi Kocholava, who served as a
priest in the Church of Ilori.

The author-creator of the inscriptions was likely
one person, as the handwriting is identical in every
inscription—as is the way of conveying and encrypting
the words.!

THE PRESENT STATE OF THE COMPLEX

The main church

In 2005-2010, so called “rehabilitation” works
were conducted in the Church of Ilori in several
steps by Russian occupant forces and the de facto
administration of Abkhazia.

At the first stage of “rehabilitation” works, the
fagades of Ilori church, decorative arches, ledges, and
the interior of the western chapel were completely
painted in white, while the floor was laid with dark
blue tiles.



1.  The decorative ornaments of the windows in
the western chapel, the relief image of the cross under
the pediment, the edgings of the casement windows
with ornamental fringes, and, in the east, the relief
slate of St. George spearing Diocletian, were painted
dark reddish brown (copper). Apparently, the low
quality of building materials and the fact that biocide
had not been applied, soon damaged the facades. Later,
circa 2009, the decorative arches on the fagades of the
western chapel were painted pink, and golden later on.

2. Recent painting works destroyed the three
epigraphic slates with lapidary inscriptions on the
eastern facade.

3.  The peak of the “rehabilitation” of Ilori
church was the raising of the “Russian false onion
dome”, gilded and with the cross on top. The
inappropriate Russian style cupola completely
contradicts in the 19" century; at the beginning of the
20™ century, the cross was replaced by a small false
cupola with a cross on top.

4.  Apart from whitewashing the building and
erecting a dome, while completely rejecting the forms,
the modern day air-conditioning system, installed in
pairs on the three fagades, prevents us from getting
a unified image of the monument. The heating and
conditioning equipment is also strikingly noticeable
in the interior.

5. The fagades and cornices have been damaged
many a time as a result of installing lighting on the
monument.

Recently, a metal ledge was placed on the top of
the western chapel entrance door, while signs in the
Russian language have been placed on this fagade.

6.  The paintings on the preserved wall of the
central part of the church are in a lamentable state
and require urgent conservation work. The case is
worsened by the fact that the exit door of the southern
chapel is no longer available, and the central part of
the cathedral is devoid of ventilation.

7. The visual examination of the monument in
2020-2021 confirmed the washing away of the paint
layer on the facades, as well as traces of crumbling
and shedding stucco, and signs of mechanical damage.

The gate, belfry and the surrounding wall
The gate and the belfry are included in the line
of the inner wall in the south-western corner of the

Tlori church complex. According to Vakhtang Beridze,
one of the most common types of belfry in Georgia
comprises two radically different shapes: “The first
floor represents a massive cube, the second is either
an open through polyhedron pergola, covered with
a cone, or a polyhedron pyramid, similar to church
domes.” The bell tower of Ilori is considered to
have been created with these exact features typical of
Georgian architecture.

The Ilori belfry is represented in its prominent
and complete shape in the illustration of the Belgian
traveller Caroline Hartog Morgensthein (Carla
Serena) 1820-1884.

Today, the vile effect of the ruinous interference
on the belfry can be clearly seen even at a glance; the
purposeful interference was aimed at a radical altering
of the church as well as the type of bell tower.

1.  The repainting of the belfry and decorating
the cathedral in an identical colour began circa 2007,
initially applying pink trimmings; then colouring
them golden recently. The fagades plastered in white
are even more distorted by the tin drainpipes mounted
in an asymmetrical way.

2. In the visual material of 2007-2008, the
fragments of the murals on the interior walls and
arches can still be seen. These were then either scraped
off or covered in stucco.

3. During the first step of the “rehabilitation”
of the belfry, the stone stairs and a room with a
casement window below were destroyed. Following
the “rehabilitation”, iron stairs were used in order to
reach the second floor from the outside.

4. The disappearance of the one-storey cell,
which had an arched entrance from the belfry and was
attached to it, also provides ground for doubt. The
above-mentioned facts clearly indicate that a unified
“architectural style” has been applied to both the
cathedral and the belfry in order to obliterate any trace
of Georgian origin. Today, neither evidence of the cell,
nor that of the stone stairs, is to be found — the belfry is
now supported by a stone wall on either side.

5. The demonstration of the occupant power
can also be seen in the fact that the Russian side
“donated” church bells to the cathedral several times.
One of these cases was identified by the scientific-
research laboratory “Herald of Abkhazia”.
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6. As to the surrounding wall, according to
2005-2008 photographic materials, the western part
of it was the earliest to have been damaged, while
the “restoration” of it took place at the latest stage
of the “rehabilitation works”. In the eastern part
of the cathedral, there is a ritual object “Elirnikha”,
separated from the cathedral complex by the wall. The
cleansing works were carried out by means of heavy
equipment in 2020-2021. The works took place in the
south-eastern part of the Ilori wall perimeter.

The new baptistery

At the final stage of the barbarous renovation works
of Ilori church in 2012-2014, a baptistery of St. George
was constructed near the historic well. It is a reinforced
concrete structure, with a cupola with a cross on it. The
fagades are painted white. The doors and windows are
made of reinforced concrete. Considering the fact that
this building is in close proximity to the end of the main
road leading to Ilori Cathedral, it conceals the major
part of the landscape. According to the local residents,
the construction in question is not functioning. The
rituals of sanctifying water at Christenings and
Epiphany are held in the cathedral.

Legislative aspect

Venice International Charter for the Conservation
and Restoration of Monuments and Sites

(May 31, 1964)

Preamble

“Imbued with a message from the past, the
historic monuments of generations of people remain
to the present day as living witnesses of their age-
old traditions. People are becoming more and more
conscious of the unity of human values, and regard
ancient monuments as a common heritage. The
common responsibility to safeguard them for future
generations is recognized. It is our duty to hand them
on in the full richness of their authenticity.”

The preamble of the International Charter includes
the attitude and approaches towards cultural heritage
shared by the civilized society today. Apart from this
charter, there are various conventions and codes of law
of paramount importance, which operate in this field
and control the protection, restoration, relocation, and
other major issues on the international level. These
conventions are as follows (main part):

e  European Cultural Convention (19.12.1954);

e  UNESCO Convention for the Protection
of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict
(14.05.1954)

e  UNESCO Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export
and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property
(14.11.1972)

e  UNESCO Convention concerning the
Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage
(16.11.1972);

° Convention for the Protection of the
Architectural Heritage of Europe (03.10.1985);

e  Convention on the Protection of the
Archeological Heritage of Europe (16.01.1992).

There are sets of laws in each country which
regulate the mechanism of protection of cultural
heritage, besides the above-mentioned conventions.
The following laws are in place in Georgia (main
part):

e  The Law of Georgia on Culture;

e  The Law of Georgia on Cultural Heritage;

e The Law of Georgia on the Export and
Import of Cultural Property.

These laws consider the rich, centuries-old
traditions of Georgian national culture, as well as the
experience of the world’s civilized nations in the field
of culture.

Georgia has been a member state of the Council
of Europe since 1999, which means that the country
shares every convention of the European Council
and ensures their maintenance. When Georgia
became a member of UNESCO, it joined the 13
conventions, including the ones listed above, which
serve the protection of cultural property. The Russian
Federation, which is also a member of the European
Council and the UN, is supposed to act in compliance
with the above-mentioned conventions. However, it
is with its assistance that illegal actions occur on the
uncontrolled territories of Georgia.

Unfortunately, the control mechanisms on the
occupied territories are restricted and inactive — the
occupier does not grant access for either the Georgian
part, or the international monitoring missions, to
assess the condition of the monuments, the state



of which is rather lamentable: the majority of them
require immediate restoration and conservation work
(according to the information we possess, an exception
was made for the Russian representatives of [ICOM and
the former head of the European Union Monitoring
Mission, Hansjorg Haber, who paid unofficial visits).
The arbitrary behaviour of the local residents towards
the monuments should also be noted. This can lead
to serious consequences later on. Abkhazia, along
with the monuments of epochal importance that are
situated there, is closed to historians specializing in
the study of the cultural heritage, art historians, and
restorers.

Prior to reviewing the breach of the laws and
norms established by the international conventions,
we would like to briefly refer to the offences which
occurred during the so-called “rehabilitation” of the
Ilori Cathedral of St. George, and which evade and
neglect the Law of Georgia on Cultural Heritage.
The aim of this law is to protect the cultural heritage
of Georgia, and to regulate legislative relations that
arise in this field. This applies to the cultural heritage
on the whole territory of Georgia. The following
institutions implement the state protection of cultural
heritage, within the authority defined by the country’s
legislation: the Ministry of Culture, Sport, and Youth
Affairs of Georgia; the Ministry of Justice of Georgia;
organs of local self-administration, as well as other
government bodies, public and private legal entities,
while on the territory of the autonomous republics
of Abkhazia and Adjara — the relevant bodies of
the autonomous republics of Abkhazia and Adjara
respectively.*

As we already know, the so-called “rehabilitation”
of the cathedral of St. George of Ilori was carried out
featuring multiple violations of the law and various
procedures harmful for the monument (a detailed
description of each stage of the works has been
reviewed previously). These actions violated the Law
of Georgia on Cultural Heritage; in particular, Article
24 of chapter VI of this law, which determines the
monument protection mechanisms: “Any treatment
to be conducted on a monument are prohibited unless
legal permission is granted, in accordance with the Law
of Georgia, including this particular act.” Furthermore,
Article 26 (paragraph 6) of the law in question, which
determines the nature of the restoration works, was

bypassed: “The restoration of lost shapes, fragments,
and elements of monuments may be conducted only
within the scope of restoration or reconstruction works
of the object, in case of the lost shapes, fragments,
and elements to be restored having been completely
identified, based on the design documents, prepared
on the basis of accurate scientific data. Documentary
material and scientific research shall always be taken
into consideration.” It is unknown what documentary
material the occupant country and the self-proclaimed
authorities were guided by. The latter made some
comments about the event, stating that the placing of
the onion dome was the self-will of the local clergy.
However, they also noted that “there was nothing bad
about the whitewashing of the cathedral, and there
had been no Georgian inscriptions on the fagades™.
We can clearly see the absolute negligence of the
history of the monument, a campaign that is aimed at
the obliteration of Georgian traces of any type — the
conservation of the 11™ century cathedral has never
been a priority.

“The conservation plan of a cultural property of
complex structure” is reviewed in Article 27. This
article and its subparagraph 2 should have been
considered in relation to Ilori cathedral. In particular,
a conservation plan ought to have been drawn up,
which would determine the list of permissible and
recommended works on each constituent object of
the complex monument. This would have been an
agreement act, which would have defined the main
standing order for the research, rehabilitation, and
development of the monument, and the rules of its
maintenance, which are individual for each monument.
Unfortunately, the “initiatives” of the local population
appeared to be above the law; a fact which resulted in
serious damage to the monument.

Article 36 determines the physical security zone
of cultural property, its vicinity and regime. The
area of the physical security zone of the monument
is the territory surrounding the monument, where
any activity can lead to the physical damage of the
cultural property; thus, “the activities which can harm
or pose a threat of damaging, distorting its shapes
and perception or serviceability are prohibited in
the physical security perimeter of the monument;
including the following:
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a) activity leading to the considerable vibration
or deformation of the ground;

b) the storage of chemicals, easily inflammable
substances;

c) the erection of structures that do not serve
the purpose of protection of the monument or the
improvement of its environment;

d) the selection of plant species and planting te
chniques that damage the cultural property.”

Unfortunately, we do not possess information
about any activity taking place in the vicinity of
the Cathedral of Ilori, or whether any types of
construction works, which can damage the structure
of the monument due to underground vibrations, are
underway.

In general, the absolute disregard of Georgian
legislation, and the arbitrary actions of the occupier
and the self-proclaimed authorities can clearly be
seen, which will eventually affect the condition of the
monument. The destructive forces take advantage of
the fact that Georgian jurisdiction does not currently
apply to the occupied territory of Abkhazia. But for
this fact, Article 31 of the law in question would have
been put to action, implying that “any deliberate effect
on cultural property that may threaten to irrevocably
damage or destroy the cultural property shall result
in the imposition of criminal liability on the person
responsible, in accordance with the procedures
established by the legislation of Georgia.”

The occupant side demonstrates outright disregard
for the laws and Constitution of Georgia. However,
the fact that Russia bypasses the Conventions of
the European Council and UNESCO is particularly
thought-provoking, and should be seen as a threat for
the world community. For instance, it is stated in the
Venice Charter of 1964, that restoration is a means
of a specialized nature, and “is based on respect for
original material and authentic documents” (Article
9); and yet it is known how the monument in question
has been changed from its original state. A year after
the adoption of the Venice Charter, the International
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) was
founded in Paris in 1965. Both Georgia and the
Russian Federation are among the member states of
this organization.

According to the convention, “additions cannot be
allowed except in so far as they do not detract from the

interesting parts of the building, its traditional setting,
the balance of its composition and its relation with its
surroundings” (Article 13); however, we can clearly
see some undefined structure in the inner yard of Ilori
church. It is quite a recent structure (supposedly a
baptistery), and has been built completely bypassing
the law.

Every agreement or law that has been quoted
implies that the country signing the convention or
charter is responsible for the breach of the law and
so it must ensure the execution of the correct policy
towards the cultural heritage on its territory. Thus,
while the Georgian side must accept its share of
responsibility, the offence is twice as serious when
one country disregards another’s border, and follows
a conquest policy, both in a physical and ideological
way.

The Russian Federation does not recognize the
fact that the monuments situated on the territory of
Abkhazia are part of both Georgian and international
heritage — yet, the UNESCO Convention concerning
the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage of 1972 declares that the subject of protection
and care of the universal heritage is a collective
business, which requires the unity and support of civil

society.
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